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September 25. 2006 

As a residcnr of Foggy Bottom. I would like to draw your attention to a series of issues 
that arc threatening this neighborhood's social fabric. 

The incrcasiilg pormlation of GW ~!udcnts in t•oggy Bottom bas compelled those of us 
who have to wake up vc1·y early every trlom_lng tu swaa'in a 'living to spend several 
\veeknigh~ striving to have a police car come to this neighborhood ln pul an end to 
endless backyard parties. Please undcrstnnd that I do not condemn student parties. J wa.'l 
myself a graduate student not too long ago. Vet can we ~till talk about s11ch parties whc!l 
almost one hundred people manage to occupy a Lwo bcdro,,m apartrrumt ~md have to take 
their "pilrty'' outside'? The police. themselves, do not seem to treat these g~therings mi 
"parties.·· for rhey ofren prefer n!'>t to intervene given the scope of their cmwd. 

Furthermore, the students' behavior roward the rest t,f'Foggy Bott'om's population has 
transcended the bounds of decency. Mru1y examples mu.~tr.1te lhis manife:~t lack (lf 
respect, ranging from the handling of trash to their relationship with the elderly. 

The ex.pnnsion ofGW in Foggy Bottom will destroy this neighborhood. wbich is pnrt of 
thiR city's patrimony. Btat make no mistake: it is nul one neighborhood that will 
uisappear, but the rich and diver~-;e culture of its residents that nttmctcd these students and 
their parents in the first place. 
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September 25, 2006 

Dctw Commissioners, 

In regards to the abovc~cited case, 1 would Jike to represent the side ofthe Foggy Dottom 
residents who must tolernte the rude behavior, loud partying and genernl tilth that rhe GW 
students display on a daily basis in our once quaint, beautiful and bi!'t.Q.ri& Foggy Dottori1 
ncjghborhood. 

When my husband and I nnivcd in Washington, DC ns newlyweds in mid-Jcu1uar·y 2002, we 
initially resided in tbc Colonial Anns building located on 26m Street bctwcctl land K St"rcct. 
On the duy that we unh.)_aded our furniture from the U-Haul truck we had renred, we were 
npproachcd by an older woman. who happened to live along the same !;trcct i'n n much nicer 
residence ne;x~ dtmr, who :;houlcu a ft..-w unkind remarks t>ur way in a very disgusted rnanm:r 
mentioning something o.bout mvmr people' invading the neighborhood.'' She obviously 
believed we were student!') arriving int~) the area for the start of the Spring semester. and not 
the newlywed young professionals we actually were! Back then I couldn't easily comprehend 
her harsh reaction to our arrival, hut n()W, after having lived in Foggy Bottom for nectrly five 
years, 1 can totally Uitdcrst-and! 

As it 1:ums out, my husband and I did not make it tn the end of our one-year lease at the 
apartment we fm;t niovcd illlo at C9lonial Anus due to the inc1:casi.ng partyix~g. no is~ level, 
lock of respect, and total disregard for human decency that our neighbors displayed. We were 
cJat.ed to finally escape the run-down, Fitzgerald-owned and operated, "Colonial Arms 
Dtmnitory" in the fall of 2002 when we found an ~ffordnble one-bedroom apartment jusL up 
t"ht.: road on l Street. We thought we had prevailed in finding a bit of peace and tranquility nr 
our new co:r.y dig...:;, however with u bedroom located in the back of our apartment J"ilcing the 
shared parking lut area between 24th ~tnd 2.5111 Streets, we were soon proven wrong. The. 
mucous partying continued-this time outside in the ba.ck.lot-come rain, ~mow, or' hail! 
Many nights we were forced tt) .. set up camp,. in our fmnt I'OOJn in sleeping bags jt~st to be 
able to catch a few hours of sleep before beginning our busy days at work, at the Dcpnrtmcnt 

::-;:; 
r-:; rn 
< rr-· 
0 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 06-12
135



0~/25/2008 16:23 FAX l. M. f". P,ti'U.L,o'lh u~:.r 1 • 

2 

or Shale und lhe ~MF, and at school where my husbnnd completed his LLM at Georgetown 
University pnrt-timc. On several occasions l have had tt) call DC's non·cmcrgcncy line (3 I I) 
ro report noise disruptions ln the neighborhood, only to find a short-lived bit of solncc nftCJ' 
the police arrive (when/if they urrived ... ). followed by an even rowdier, more nunbuncti()U~ 
party. This is a typical evening routine for us. Monday through Sunday. It doesn't help that T 
ofren find myself picking Ul' after these stu den to; the fnllowing morning ns I walk to work 
(beer cans and bottles. plastic cups. etc.) in lhc sidewalks of Foggy Bouom. 

It wn.lj not' nil thnt long ngo that I, myself. wns a student. at the Univc1·sity of Richmond in 
Virgirua-a mc.rc 8 years ago to be exact So, Tam very familiar with today's student Hfc. 
rrom how stressful class work can be and how crazy parties em\ become. And I bt;licve that 
students have a right to enjoy good limes t·ogethcr at whatev~:r noise level they choose on a 
regular basis Q.G,J.h.e..Y.Divcrsiry's campus in a closed-off and insulated dormitQ.Q!: scttil)£. 
However, what r do not approve of is holding these parties all week and weekend in a serting 
that is shared with people wh<> are !lQI university students. who cannot maintain "stu.d~nr 
hourn" 1md are forced t·o shnre the same living space with those wbo think 3:00 um is a gl>otl 
time to head home for bed! Honestly, Jife fot "normal'' 9-to-S professionals in this nrca of 
DC htU: become not only unbcn.mblc. but extremely cxhnusting~ 

Over the past five years, my husband, Christophe, and I have witnessed the unfortunaTe 
deterioration of our lovely roggy Bottom community nnd arc very s-addcn~d by the changes 
we have seen. These past two years have been the m<1St difficult to observe a.~ more and more 
foggy Bottom homes arc tnkcn over by group~ of students with landlords who ju~U!rut't c:l.[~ 
that their tenants arc destroying tllcir properties, as well as the lives of their Foggy Bottom 
neighbors. They exhibit such a complete disregard for the community's well-being, 
uniqueness and surviV"al. 

1 hope that my voice cnn be hcnnl in some wuy through this letter as you decide on the re­
zoning of the expanding GW campus (not to mention enrollment and budget!). Please tt1kc 
into serious consideration the loss of one of DC' s precious jewels; the quaint' Foggy Bott(')m 
neighborhood which is slowly losing its sparkle with encb passing day. 

Sincerely, 

Eliznbcth Lnrouer 
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Please tind nrtnched two l~lts.::rs .from my hu."band. Cluistophc. and myself to be includ~d 
in this c:vcning"s Special Public Meeti11g nt 6:30pm ftlr Case No. 06-ll/ CiWlJ­
Campus Plan & Pt JD. 

'l1lnnk. you. 

l~lizobcth Lttruucr 
AfoR/Al 
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