
Zoning Administrator 
441 4th Street, NW 
SUite 211 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Sir/Ms: 

RECEIVED 

D.C. OFFJt::-: r: 70\IIN!G " ,,,,,, ,_,, .._...,.t. 2400 Virginia Avenue, NW, CSOl 
Washington, DC 20037 
September 23, 2006 

RE: Docket Q-611 and 0-612 

I am sul:Initting rey s~tanent alx>ut noise in Columbia Plaza for your cons~atian 
in coilection with the GiU ca:apus Plan doc;ket Q-611 and Q-612. (Attachment I, 2, 3, 
and 4). Buildings have been designed with no consideration to noise aba.tenent 
in our area with buildings that are gJ:OWl1 increasingly taller. 

'!he noise from these bciil.Qings ha~ an adverse inpact on Foggy Bottail. area ap.d is in 
conflict with the District of Col~ Municipal RegulationS, 'title 20, section 
2701.1 entitled Noise Control "every person is entitlei to ambient. noise levels that 
are not detrinental to life, hl?llth and enjc;>yment of his or her property." 
It also states "noiSe resulting from the use or operation of any ~conditioning, 
heat punp, fan, or other na:::hanical eqtlip:rent, regardleSs of location, shall be 
prohibited in excess of sixy (60) dB(A) during the day and 55 (55) dB (A) at 
nighttime.Peter Carney, the Executive D.:j.rector, Facilities has docunented the 
noise to be above the legally pennissible levels at 62 dB(A)-72 dB(A). (Attadment_2) 

Columbia Plaza residents have asked on September 23, 2005, October 5, 2005, 
NOvember 5, 2005 and April 24, 2006 that the severe noise be eliminated fl:om: 

Ivy Tower I 61~3rd Street, NW 
Townhouse lbw, -'607 23rd Street, NW 
Smith's Center, ,?00 22Irl Street (Attadment 1) 

Also the following o~tions have asked that the severe noise be eliminated. 

Federation of Citizens Associations of the District of Columbia 6/23/06 
Foggy Bottan Association 6/22/06 
Foggy Bottan and West End Adviso:ry Neighborhood Cqnnission (ANC-2A) 6/22,/06 
(Atta.chnent 2, 3, and 4) 

'lb date the severe noise has not been eliminated. 

Other buildings which have severe noiSe are: 

The GWU Hospital 900".::23pi_-St:I:eet, NW 
'Ihe GWU Ambulato:ry care Center 22nd and Eye Street, NW 
Radiation Oncology Center. (Warwick Building) 2300 K Street, NW 
GWU School of Medicine and Health Sciences 23rd and Eye Str(?et, NW 

Sincerely, 

fjj4j-
Marija Hughes 

ZONING COMMISSION 
District of Columbia 
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Mr. Dennis H. Blurrer 
-General Counsel 
2100 Bennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20052 

Dear Mr, BlURer: 

2400 Virgmi.a Avenue, NW, CSOl 
Washihgtxm, D.C. 20037 
April 24, 2006 

We the residents of CDl\lllbia Plaza East Wing are writing to CDtpl.a:in 
a00ut the exoesive ooise generated by the oolli.ng towers. '!bey are 
lccat:ed at: 

Ivy 'lb\er, 616 23rd Street, NW 
'Ibwnhouse Row, 607 23rd Street, NW 
Smith Is Center I 200 22ni Street, NW 

On Saturday, April 8, 2006 at 6:30 am the severe ooise started. 

We asked you to el:irn::inate the severe ooise we suffer fran on SepterdJer 23, 
20051 October 612005 and Novenber 51 2005 • 

'ie ask.ed for an outside expert who would examine: 

a) belts 
b) vibration 
c) bearing 
d) noise 

We are asking for a written report ilrlicating pJ:Oblem areas and 
possible solutions. 

The rDise has been parti-cularly severe this weekend. 

Please take our ooise cx:mplaints seriously and see that sarething is -dane -tJo 
solve the problem. '!he 5evere ooise is causing serious health problems. 
Please see that the severe ooise problem is eliminated. 

Thank you. 

·Si.nca:el y' 

Marija Hughes 
ne:rber Columbia Plaza Tenants Association am 

Foggy Bottan Associat.ian 

cc: Jim <Graham,· Cbuncil.nerber 
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OFFICERS 

Frcmlent 
Oeor~ R Clarl< 

-152$ 28~: S1., N_.W 
Wl!hil!g!On. 0C 20008 

F'll'.fl Vr<"E Fr~.•!dem 
~rme ll.en;haw 

~~r:mttl n.::~ P~ni:knt 
JQJr)C$1. lou"' 

/ifCI'fltJI)! 
:Sallr MacDonald 

Rent Administrator 

Federation of Citizens Associations 
of the District of Columbia 

0RCAllo'lZED :W,UCR 5, 1910 • J'IICORP()II.o\TEDJl'JiiE 3,1940 

June 23, 2006 

Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
941 North Capitol St.~ N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

RE: Noise at Columbia Plaza; Complaint of Marija Hughes 
Dear Sirs: 

Exu'I}TIVE.BO.UU> 

P~tfr.:lr .6Jien 
f rarJci$ t..t. Clarl<e.JII 

"'"I" 1. l)m...ii . 
!<aiJ\tyl! ~. Edd~ 

F.h..,.berh 15-llio" 
CMTOO (irc:cn 

(Pal$~ Pr~$idenl) 

j Guy GW)Jill& 
,\.'11!1~· 

A.L \\"beeler 

On behalf of the Federation of Cjtizens Associations of the District of Columbia, we urge 
you to ~quire the George Washington University to observe the noise level limitations in DCtviR 
§20-2 701.1 of 60db during the da)1ime and 55 db at night. At its Executive Board meeting on 
June 15, 2006, the Executive Board voted unanimously to send this letter. 

Noise limitations are very important in residential neighborhoods. Vigorous enforcement 
is necessary to protect our residents from sources that are in violation of the rules. The 
measurements taken here by G\\"U itself support a .finding of a violation. We trust that 
appropriate measure will be taken. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gqt4t... 
George R. Clark 
President 
Federation of Citizens Associations of DC 
GRCiarklaiGeorgeRClark.com .. 
202-331-3200 

Attachment 2 
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Jtme2~2006 

Mr. Carl Carter, Esq. 
1050 17th St. NW 
101

h Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

RE: Columbia Tenants Association Noise Problem 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

.. Jcy Howel!, MBII. MPA 
Managin~ Farlfle · 

1 understand you are representing the Columbia Tenants Association on their problem with 
George Washington University's alleged noise violation. 

On behalf of the Foggy Bottom Association, I'd like to express our support for this group. 
No one should have to live with noise at illegal decibel levels. This noise from the cooling 
towers at Ivy Tower, Townhouse Row and Smith~s Center has been documented to be above 
the legally permissible levels. It is highly disruptive to the quality of life of these Foggy 
Bottom residents, and yet it continues unabated. 

Time and again, George Washington University maintains that it would like to be a good 
neighbor to Foggy Bottom residents. lhis is a good opportunity for the University to 
demonstrate that, and for the city to enforce the law and bring the University into 
compliance. 

Please call on me if I can be of further assistance. 

i e 
Foggy Bottom Association 

Attachnent 3 

105:1 ConnecticJ~ t.:1e NW 1 Ott. Fiocr Wa:.hinJt01. D.C 20036 t=:l. 202t828-7838 fax. 202/828-7839 ~ 
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*** Foggy Bottom and West End 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC-2A) 

Cfo St. Mary's Court 725 24th Street, NW Washington, DC 20037 (202) 736-1775 

June 22, ~006 

Mr. Lou Katz 
Executive Vice President 
The George Washington University 
c/o Sherry Rutherford 

RE: Mechanical and Cooling Noise from Ivory Tower and Town House Row 

Dear Mr. Katz: 

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 14,2006, the Foggy Bottom and West End Advisocy 
Neighborhood Commission (Commission or ANC 2A) considered testimony froin residents of the 
Columbia Plaza regarding mechanical and cooliilg noise from the Ivory Tower Residence Hall and Town 
House Row. With six of six commission~s in attendance, ~ quolll,IIl at a duly called public meeting, the 
following motion was unanimously approved: 

ANC 2A requests that George Washington University officials investigate and rectify noise in 
excess of District regulations eman~ting from the mechanical and cooliiig systems of the Ivocy 
Tower and Town House Row facilities. 

Residents of the Columbia Plaza have reported that their measurement of noise emanating from the 
cooling systems at these facilities is in excess of District regulations and is impacting the peace, order, 
and quiet of the area and the full use and enjoyment of their residences. Please note that the neighbor's 
concerns are not student-related, but 3.re facilities-related. Your assistance in rectifying this situation is 
appreciated. 

Please feel free to contact me on (202) 607-8429 or by email at anc2a@earthlink.net for additional 
information or assistance. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION: 

Sincerely, 

Vince Micone 
Chairperson 

cc: Patrick Canavan, Director, DCRA 
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