
*** Foggy Bottom and West End 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC-2A) 

O/o St. Maty"s eoun 725 24th Street, NW 

Sep1anber 7, 2006 

RE: Indepep.dent Headcount Audit of The George Wa5hington University 

Dear Dr. Canavan: 

0 ., 
-n fg 
C) 0 
r-n rn 
t"-") < 

> "h rn 
...,.. 0, ..... C5 
w z z 
......, G> 

The purpose of this letter is to express my concem aboUt the process by which your staff bas usa to 
conduct an .. \Ddepen,dent'" audit of the headcount oflbe George Washington University (GWU or 
University). 

As you know, the Foggy Bottom and West End Advisory Neighborhood Ccmttnissi.on (ANC 2A or 
Corrimission) requested that the Zoning Administrator conduct an independent audit of the headcount to 
ensure COQ1Pliance with BZA Order 16553-L The Commission requesmd this action by two resoluti~. 
This matter is of significant consequ~ as Condi1;ion 20 ofBZA Order 16553-I, the cummt campus p1an 
for OWU. provides tbat no special exception application filed by the University may be ~unless the 
University first proves it bas remained in substantial con;~pliance with ConditiODS 1 through 19 of the 
Order, which includes limitations on headcount. This matter is of significant consequence as the 
University has submitted sewra1 applicaticms which u:e CUimlt1y pending befoie the Zoning 
Commission. 

~in the Foggy Bottom and West End community were encouraaed when the Zox_ling Administrator 
agreed to conduct an audit of the Univet:Sity's headcount and that ~h audit would be conducted 
independently and with government fimding. However, aetions which have teeen.tly come to light have 
dramatically Impacted both the veracity of th~ independent audit and the integrity of the Department in 
this matter. 

Recently, I learned that a draft version of the scope of work for the indepcl)dent audit W8s shared with 
University officjals far comment and their input was inc~ into the final version. ANC 2A, which 
~the audit, was provided no such opportunity. Further, it 'flU suggested in an email about this 
subject that, as CbailpetSOn, I consented to the document and this proce.ss. Specifically, an email to you 
from Bill C@ws dated July 13, 2006, 6;58 pm, states, "ChlU'les Barber and I haw agreed on a scope of 
work for the GWU StUdent headcount audit. I have run rhis by tbe ANC Chair and he is &atisfied with tbe 
scope!' 

I mUst correct the record. I did not agree to the scope of work. It was never shared with me, nor were my 
connnents---« those of the Commission-ever solicited. 

Frankly, I am shocked by the misrepresentation made on this matter. I firstleamed that an auditor had 
been secured through a representative of GWU. 1 am also sb.mned that the Department would share the 
scope of work for consent by the entity to be audited. This is particularly disturbing considerina the 
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considenlhle weight that the community, ANC 2A, and the 7..Gning Commission places on the Yeraeity 
and indepenck:oec: of Zoning Administzato.r. It is suggestive of collusion and a piH)etennined outeome 
related to matters of mt1raordinaty importanCe to my neighborhood ~d the District as a whole. You must 
take immediate BGticm to rectify this issue. F\U'ther, tbe pending ZQDing !1_1&~ must be postponed until a 
truly independent audit is conducted. 

Please note that in my many years on an .ANC, I have never ta'kml action such as represemed by this letter. 
Various :mquests for information 'by ANC 2A commissioners related to the audit have .gOn.e Ulllills\Wred, 
as bave FOIA requests. Further, Mr. Crews committed to neighbors to revisit the scope of work and he 
indicated a response to OOIIJIIlU1Jity concerns Wils forthcoming. Tiiis was weelcs ago. We are waiting. 
Your prompt teSpOnSe to thinnatter is of critical importance. Your prompt attention to the FOIA 
n=qilests submittl:d by Commissioner Michael Thomas is also requested. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Vince Micone 
Chairperson 

cc: Councilmember J'im ~ (202) 724-8109 
AlftedaDavis, ChiefofS~tfto the Mayor, (20Z) 121-0SOS 
Inspector Geneml Charles J'. Willoughby, (202) 727-9903 
Catol Mitten, Chaitperson, Zoning Olmmjssion, (202) 727-6072 

Attachments: ANC 2A Resolution #0306-M4 
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THE FOGGY BOTTOM AND WEST .EbW ADVIS6R.YNElGHBORHOOD 
COMMISSION (~C 2A) RESOLUTION #0306-RA4 

Raoi'UtWn Pertaining to blstrut;tlans Provided by the ZonJ,g A.dmhttsf!'Qtor for IZI'Il!u/lipentlllll 
.Audit oflhe Erirol'fmel!.t holilslons of The George WdShington Untvenlty CtiJIIPIU Plan 

WHBREAS, Condition 8 ofdle currently effective campus plan for The George WashingtOn 
University (Bpard of Zoning Adjumnent (BZA) Ordem Nos. 16553-F and 16553-1) provi4es in 
pan: "Smdent enrollment (beadcoum) ~yer. the Ufe oflhe plan shall not exeeed 20,000 
~ .... fand 

WHBREAS, the University never challeoged 1he enrollment limits before the BZA, and indeed 
stated that they should be continued (Oeorge Washington Uniyemity v. District of Columbia 
Board of Zoning Adjustment, 831 A.2d 921, 937 (D.C. 2003); and 

WHEREAS, the Court of Appeals for the District of ColU111bia described the off'ect: of tho ql!Oied 
porrion of Condition 8 as follows: "A$ a condition of approval of the campus p._ Condition 8 
imposes liDDtations on student enrollment .... During tb~ ~en-year life o_fthe pJ~ total stUdent 
enrollmeat, both full and pa_rt-tfme may not exceed 20,000 at any one tim~''; and 

WHBREAS, the Zoning Administrator for the District of Columbia Is undertaking to determine. 
with the asslstance of an independent audit, whether The George Washington University is in 
com.pliam:e with Ccmdirlon 8; and 

WHEREAS, Tho George Washington Univenity has reported to the U.S. Department of 
Educ:ation, to the Otlice of Planning ofthe District of Columbia, and has posted on its own web 
site lbtto://www.gwu.edu/-ire/on campus eOS.htm) enrollment figures for the &11 semester of 
2004 and for the fall semester of2005 which appear to ~ the 20,000 limit imposed by 
Condition 8; and 

WHBREAS, nowhere in tbe plan clocwnents, the orders adopting tbe pi•, or the court 4~.siOQs 
construing the plan, is there any suggestion that the plain language of~dition 8 should not 
comrol. so~ all students being educated by The George WashingUnl University at any one time 
should be coumed toward the limitation ofthe condition; and 

WHEREAS, based on the language of Condition 8, there is no justification for the ""olusion of 
any stud.ems, as may be suggested by the University or other parties. For example, students 
resident at the Mount Vernon campus are transported to and from the Poggy Bottom oampus at all 
hours, where they take courses and participate in the tull range of clmpus aotlvities; and 

WH.BRBAS, the Zoning Admbdatrator should determine whether persons not reportecl by the 
University for other purposes should property be included in the enumeralion ofthose within the 
limit of Condition 8. Such -.cfdltlonal students could include, fur example, uchaage students, 
continuing stUde:ms, and students in special or limited courses. 

NOW THBREFORB, BElT RSSOL VED THAT ANC 2A requests tho 2';onlng Administrator for 
the District of Colmnbia idslmct the indqtenclent auditor tatained for the pu~PDSe ofauditlna 
enrollment for The George Washington University to apply me plain language of Condition 8, 
which does not provide for exclusions of any classes of stUdents. 
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DB IT FURTHER RBSOL VED THAT ANC 2A req\lests that the ZoniD& AclmiDistraturrequiro 
The George Waslaington University to disclose the numbers of all persons taking coiii"SCS or 
panicipatins In educ:artonal activiLios ora any basis and f'or any lcmgth otdme. ancl should~ 
t&a audirms to include such persons within the applicable headcoum for relevaut dates. 

DATB: Matdl15,2006 

ANc-2A SMD AYB NAY ABsTAIN ABSBNr MOVBD SECONDED 
01 LEHRMAN i X 
02 'lliOMAS X X 
03 SAVAGB X \ ... 
04MOIWS X -- --
OSMILI..&a X i 

06MICONB X X 
-- -
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OIAlRPERSON 
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