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As a resident of Foggy Bottom, I would lik~ to drc1w your attention to a series of issues 
that are thre:;~tening this neighborhood's social fabric. 

The increasing population of OW students in roggy L~ottom has compelled those of u~ 
who h~ve to wake up ve1-y early every morning to su.'itain a living to spend several 
weeknightN .striving to have a police car come to this ncighborhotld lt'l pul an end to 
endl~ss backyanl parties. Please undcrstcmd that 1 do not condemn student parties. Twas 
myself a graduate student not too long ago. Yet can we still tlllk about such parties· wheu 
almost one hund•·ed people manage to occupy a two bedroom aparlm~nl 1:1~d have to t'1k~ 
their "pitrly'' uut.side'? The police, themselves, d<l not secin ro t.rcot these gathering.c; as 
"parties;· for they often prefer not to intervene given the scope of their CJ'OWd. 

Furthennore, the students' behavior toward the rest t,f Foggy Bott'om's population has 
tmnsccndcd l'bc bounds of decency. Many examples illuslt'.lle this manifest lack of 
respet."t, rnnging from the handling of trash to their relationship with the elderly. 

The expansion of OW in Foggy Botton\ will destroy this neighborhood, which is part of 
this city's patrimony. But make no mistake: it is not one neighborhood that will 
disappear. but the rich and diverse culture of its residents that attracted these students and 
their parents in rhc first place. 

Christophe Laroucr 

2431 I Street NW 
Washington DC 20037 
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September 25,2006 

Dc;w Commissioners, 

In reg~rds to the above-cited case, I would like to represent the side of the Foggy Dottom 
J'csidents who must tolernte the rude behavior, loud partying 21nd general filth that the GW 
studcilts display on a daily basis in our once quaint, beautiful and hist.9.!!& Foggy Bottom 
neighborhood. 

Wlum my husband 'md I arrived in Washington, DC ns newlyweds in mid-Jnnunl'y 2002, we 
initially resided in the Colonial Anns building located on 26~ Street bctwccll 1 and K Street. 
On the day that we unloaded our furniture from the U-Haul truck we hnd renred, we were 
approached by an older woman. who happened to live along the same $itrcet in n much nicer 
residence next door, who shouted a few unkind remarks our way in a very disgusted manner 
mentioning something about "'You people' invading the neighborhood.'' She obviously 
believed we were students arriving into the area for the start uf the Spring semeslt..'T, and not 
the newlywed young professionals we actually were! Back then I couldn't easily comprehend 
her harsh reat.-tion tu our arrival, but now, after having lived in Foggy Bottom for nearly live 
years, 1 can totally understand! 

As it turns out, my hushand and I did not make it to the end of our one-year lease at the 
apartment we 1'inilmovcd into at Colonial Anus due to the increasing partying, iloisc level. 
lack of respect, and total disregard for human decency that our neighbors displayed. We were 
elated to finally escape the run-down, Fitzgerald-owned and operated, .. Colonial Arms 
T>onnitory•• in the fall of 2002 when we found an affordable one-bedroom apartment just up 
the road on 1 Street. We thought we had prevailed in finding a bit of peace and tranquility nr 
our new cozy digs, however with u bedroom located in the back of our apartment facing the 
shared parking lul area bc[Wccn 2401 and 25'11 Strccls~ we were soon proven wrong. The 
mucous partying colltinued-this time outside in the back lot~ome rain. ~now. ur h~1il! 
Many nights we were forced tt) ''set up camp•· in our front a·oom i11 sleeping bngs just to be 
able to catch a few hours of sleep bcf(nc beginning ()Ur bu.'iy days at work, ulthc Dcptlrtlncnt 
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ofStule £md lhe IMF, und at school where my husband completed his LLM al Georgetown 
University pnrt-tiinc. On severo! occasion~ 1 have had to call DC's non·cmcrgcncy line (31 J) 
to report noise diSruptions ill the neighborhood. only to find a short-lived bit of solncc nt"tcr 
the police arrive (when/if they arrived ... ), followed by an even rowdier, more rarnbunc~i~lUS 
pnrly. This is~ typical evening mutinc f·(.,r us. Monqay through Su.nday. It doc.."Stl 't help that T 
often find myself picking up after these student'l the filllowing motnii1g as I wi1lk to work 
(beer cai1s aild bottles, plastic cups. etc.) in the sidewalk.'» of Foggy Bottom. 

It wns not nll thot long ago that 1, myself, wns a student at the University of Richmond io 
Virginia-a mere 8 years ago to be exact So. I am very familiar with today's student life, 
rrum how stressful class work can be and how cmzy parties can bccorne. And I believe that 
students have a right to Ct\ioy goud tim~ t·ogeU1cr at whatever noise level they choose on a 
regular basis PJ.l..J~llJi.Y~!§i.ty's campus in a closed-off and insulated d01mi!Q.Q!.~!i.og. 
However, what I do not i~pprovc ofis holc.lillg these-panics all week ~nu Wt:t:kt:nd in a serting 
that is ~harec.l with people who are !lQI university students. who cannot maintain "studeill" 
hours" nnd are forced to share the liamc living space with those wbo thillk. 3:00am is a gooc.l 
time to head home !or bed! Honestly. life for "normal'' 9-to-5 professionals in this arcn of 
I.>C hm: .become not only unbca.rnblc. but extremely exhausting! 

Over the past five years, my husband, Christophe, Q.nd I ht,lve \Vitnes~ecl the unfortunotc 
deterioration gf oqr lovely Foggy Bottom community and arc very sadc.lcncd by the changes 
we have seen. These past two year~ have been the m(-,gt difficult to observe as more and tnnre 
Foggy Bottom horncs arc tnkcn over by group~ of students with landlords who jy,31..Qon ',t.em:c.t 
that their tcna,n.t!i ~rc dcsuoying their properties, as well as the lives of their J:Ooggy Bottol'll 
neighbors. They exhibit such a complete disregard for the Ct)mmunity's wcll .. being, . 
Hnic.1ueness and survival. 

I hope that my voice cnn be hcnnl in some wuy through this letter as you decide on the re­
zoning of the expanding OW campu_s (not to mention enrQIJmcnt and budget!). Please take 
into seri01,r_s· cQnsidemtion the loss of one of DC's precious jewels; the quaint Foggy Bottom 
neighborhood which is slowly losing its sparkle with each passing day. 

Sincerely. 

Eli?:abcth l,..nrouer 
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INTERNA_L DJSTRIBUTION 

Ple3se find attached two leltcrs .from my husband. Cluistophc. w1d myself to be included 
in this ~vcning's Special Public Meeting at 6:30pm fbr Case No. 06-11/ C.WU­
Campus Plan & Pl Jn. 

FROM 

Thank you. 

Elizabeth Laruu~r 
AFR/Al 

~- ROOM NO. 8-700 
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