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• Good evening members of the community •. universitY and esteemed members of 
comm~ioo .• ·My narn$ i$ Kathryn Gucao~ and 1 ain a proud al1.1.mnus of th~ 
George Washington University, a member of th& FRiENDS community organization, 
and a commuter. fo/from the Foggy Bottom area. a& an employee of. a company 
located ln the Watergate BUilding. 

• I am ti~tQ tonight to exJ>r$$8 my 1ntetest in, and excitement over~ the Un~tsitY's 
campus plan-from the perspective of a fonner studant as wen as a qomml.lter in the 
area. 

• I graduated from GW with a BA in 200.5 and an MAIn 2006 and dUring ·my tfine was 
quite active within· University activities, as the Director of Programming for the 
Residence Hall Association for two years, and as a Director of Special Projects for 
the StUdent Associatfofl when it was led by KriS Hart in 2003-2004. In both of the.se 
capacftj~ I was .abl$ to ·interact with university administrators and members of the 
community. 

• In my junior year, I joined the neighborhood FRIENDS organization -and was active 
in planning the first annual block party,. as well as attending monthly meetings. My 
time with the FRIENDS organ~tJoo has taught me tfle, vai1.1e of the· perspecfives 
held by our community m8J11ber& and 1he necessity of compromise for the benefit of 
the Foggy Bottom neighborhood and the university. 

• The plan s~t forttl by the UniVersity, embodying the "Grow UP. Not Out" approach 
offers the best of all possible optjorl$ for the ·community and univ$.n;ity, wltho&Jt 
·sacrificing the most important needs for both parti~~ 

• When I graduated from GW, the university promised mE:t a fii"m commitment to 
maintain the prestige and exceUenoe of the institution which .granted me two 
degre~. so as a fonner student. it. is With pride that I watch the university continue to 
_g·row as a leading academic institution attracting only the most qualified faculty and 
students. · 

~ As a commuter to the neighborhood each day and as a member of FRIENDS. it is 
with excitement ~t I watch the commitment to e.nhance the neighborhood as a 
Vibrant retail center which pledges to embrace and preserve its historic roots •. 

• The campus plan under reView tonight and at subsequent hearings this month, 
demo.nsttale$ a enot'f'fiQU$ effOrt on behalf of the uniVersity to consider the 
preferences· of community members white enS\.I_ring the flexibility for growth that will 
ensure the universll}ls position as a wodd-olass academic mstitution.. 
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• B develo i tans to limit student traffic thro · h residential areas and maintain as y . p ng p - -- . -- -- - -·- - . yg . - . - - . - .. --- . . .. -- . -- .. . . 
well as improve green spaC$ around campus such. a$ K()ga_n P.f~ a.nd th~. 
University Yard~ GW has heedectthe community's need to .r~Uiin ari·attra~ 
campus environment and aesthetfc. 

• SimUarly, by designing a retail corridor .tf:lroughout I Street. the Univen;lity is able ·to 
augment economic development throughout Foggy Bottom and offer the commun~ 
additional amenities that are currently not available at the University center. 

• Since 2001, when I first became a student a Gw·. student· housing was a major 
ooncem fOr students, pare.nts, administrators and the oommunlty. With the proposed 
campus plan. however~ GW will be able to accommodate all of its housing needs 
without the purchase of additional off-campus housing facilities. 

• The University will a.lso be able to tt:ansftion the use of cu.rrent off-campus hQl.lsing to 
other uses. This commitment from the University will ease concems voiced from 
community m&I'Tlber$, and encborage more students to remain on campus with the 
'fncteaSecl avallabifity ·and assurance of uruversity provided housing. 

• As I mentioned previously, the 20 yea_t ca.mpus plan lai<t fQfttll)y the University 
encompasses a compromise to ensure .that .the university remains a world-class 
institution recruiting onty·the best faCUlty and students; and 1hat Foggy Bottom 
conttnues to be a vibrant and historic;: neighborhood that offers its community a place 
to five, work, shop and enjoy the· outdQ()t$. 

• With this planJ the university wiiJ benefit by being able to make the improvements 
necessa_ry to rema_in top-notch; t~ communlty will benefit with the commitment to 
build up and not out, and condense· sbldent traffic; and the City benefits with the 
adcfrt1on of new retail -options and the pT'$Servation of historic landmarks. The 20 
year Campus plan is a compUatioa of numerous hours of discussion with community 
~mbets1 universlty tru~ees, administrators and city representatives. It offers 
Foggy Bottom. a_ <;ommftmEmt of Vitality and prestige well into the ·21.st century. 

• I urge the CommiSsiOn to approve the Geor,ge Washington University Campus plans 
and continue to aflow both Foggy Bottom and GW to ptO$p&t and grow together~ 

" Thank you to 1he Commission for allowing me to spea_k With yoy tonight; J look 
forward to your Important decisions for•the. future of Foggy faottom and The. Geo.rge 
Washington University. 

2 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 06-11
107


