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August 28, 2006 

Ms. c:aroJ J. Mitt«&, Chairperson 
District of Colwnbia Zoning Commission 
Offiee of 1.~ning 
441-4th Street, N.W. 
WMhington, DC 20001 

Re: Opposition to OWU's Sf.ZS/06 Request to Reorder 9/14 1£ l\tblic Huarings 

Dear Ms. Mitten: 

In 1\$ponse to two AuguSt 4. 2006 Zcming Commission Notices of Public Hearing, on August 
J 6th, the West End Citizens Assoeiation (WECA) submitted two lctJ&..'TS to the Office of Zoning 
Director. One .ruquest.ed ... Party" sta\us for l.nning Commission Case Nos. 06-11 and 06~ 12 
relating to the George Washington University (GWU). The other expressed the WECA 's intent 
to testify on case No. 06-19, Text Amendment - College and University Regulati()ns. '11le 
Commission•s Notice for Cue No. 06-19 stated, ·~nns CASE IS OF INTEREST TO ALL 
ADVISORY NHIGIIBORHOOD COMMISSIONS ... The case will be heard inuuediately prior 
to the hearina on ZC Cases 06-11 and 06-i 2" (emphases added) .• 

Tbis letter expresses the WECA 's opposition to OWU's August 25tb request (at the bottom. of p. 
2 of Maureen Dwyer's "Supplemental Filing" 1~ to you on these 3 cases) to reorder the 
Commission's Septembel- 14111 two public b.earinp, First, sjncc tltc Tegt Amendment (Case No. 
06-19) i$ of interest city-Wide, reordering it to after four (4) days ofpublie testimony on OWUts 
land use applications (Case Nos. 06-Il & 06-12) would be unfair to interested persons 
throughout lhe City imd inappropriate. Also, the WECA believes tbat any reordering should be 
indicated in a supplemental Notice published in tbc QC ~. providins the minimum 40 
days of public noli~, PS required by II DCMR §3014.1(a). Second. the WfiCA tlnnly believes 
that the Commission should not hear OWUt B lancJ use applications (Nos. 06-1 ) & 06-12) until a 
Tax.t. Amendment is finalized. · 

Please find attached a 1-page documem entitled "Quotes Related to Sequencing of Te~xt 
Amendment Case Before OwU Cases." It begins by citing the WBCA' s February ll'lh letter 
stating, "tht: WBCA believes that OWU's Notice oflnJent for an ~ni.,.. PUD and Map 
Amendment is not ccmsistent witb the zoning regulations... Next is a detailed WECA e-mail to 
\he Office of. Planning (OP) Director as "'input for OP's report to ZC for its setdown 
co~idemtion of GWU'11 recent filings.'' Unfortu:nately, OP did not. caplure the main WECA 
point in its April I Olh setdown report. l'be WECA ~ ''OWU's 2/16 filings make multiple 
menticm.'l nftbe need for OP to 4raft a T(Dd Amendn1ent to t.be rules gover.ning aunpus plans. 
·me WEcA believes that this need is recognition that, under the current zoning rules. GWU 
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cannot proceed w/o a change to them ... the WUCA believes that, until a Text Amendment is 
published for public comment, the Zoning Commission holds a hearing on the proposed text, & 
~ tho T~t Alnendment is published u a final .-..le, t_he Commission cannot .•• hold a public 
hearing (cmphasia added)." The Plba Cond.mninium's March 27m Jetter elaborates, ""111e Plaza 
believes that any public hearings ... by the ~..oning Commission are premature since changes in 
the City•s zoning regulatlons for campus plans and PUDs arc nee~ fin;t." 

On August lfJ'h. the foggy Bottom and WClrt find Advisory N"'ighborhood CormniuioiJ. (ANC· 
2A) passed a resolution that the Text Amendment case should be heard and finalized first, i.e., 
before the CommillSion hears OWU's la,nd ~ applicalion11. 1he law requires the Commission to 
give "great weight" to ANC.2A. 

The WECA intends to present testimony during the Text Amen~ent Case No. 06-19 that will 
elaborate on what changes in rules should be made (and published in (mal) before the 
Commission hears OWU's Jand use cases. 

If any additional information is needed, Barbara Kahlow can be reached during the day on (202) 
96S-1083. 

Attachment 

cc Maureen Dwyer, Counsel for OWU 
Vine$t Micone, Chair, ANC-2A 
travis Parker, OP 
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Sincerely, 

p~~(A~ 
V'J;hn C. Batham 

President 
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Quotes Related to Sequencing of Text Amendment Case Before OWU Cues 

2/l 2/06 WBCA letttr to OZ Din;ctor Jenjtv Kress 
'"the WSCA believ~ that OWU'~~; Notice oflntent for an omnibus PUD a,nd Map 
Amendment is not consistent with the 7.oning regulations. . •. 

In addition to the key sequencing ("cart before the h()[Se" - fillDg a Notice of Intent for a 
PlJO and Map Amendment ... , the WI~A questions whether .•• " 

2/21106 WBCA e-mail to OP Director RUcn McCarthy 
fram1 Barbara Kahlow [mailto:barbara.kehlow@VeriZon.net] 
Sent: tuesday, F@tu~IY ~1, ~006 5:33 PM 
To: 'EIIen.McQuthyOdc.gov' 
Cc: 'vnrnl@earthlink.ner; "M Thomas - ANC2A02'; 'Sara Maddi.IX' 
SUbject: Input for OP's raport m ZC for Its setdown mnskleratlon of GWU's recent tlllngS 

Ellen - On behalt of thG West End C.i.tlzems Aasoc:.i.at.inn (WF.CA), 1 11111'1 

forwarding to you as Director of OP a 2/12/06 lotto.r: from the WECA ta 
o~ asking 02 to return ~~'8 2/6 Notice of Intent & its l/16 filings 
tSp~cial ~xception application, Campus ~l~n ~pplioation, 5 1st ~tage 
PUO & Zoning Map Amendment application} w/o furthGr processing. CNU'o 
2/16 £J.lingt~ make roultiple mentions of the need for OP to 4raft a Text 
Amendment to the rules qoverninq c~us p~~no. ThQ WECA bcliov~o th~t 
this need is .raQogniti.on that, under the current zoning rules, G¥iU 
cannot proceed w/o a chanqe to thQm, as the WECA's 2/12 latter so 
inclic.lt:fls. As a c:un.Kttquerme, t.he WF.C'.A believes that, until a Text 
An_IRndment is published tot public comman~, the Zou..i.m,1 Cummlssiun hulds 
a hearing on the p~oposa~ lwxt., & then the Text ~endment is published 
aa a tina! rule, the Commi.aoi.on Ctlnnor. lU_at.duwn t.ha r;_~.sa, hold a public; 
hHrtr·inc;, Mlc. i)let~tJe Include a discussion ot the WECI\.'s ar:~a_lyS~!J ~'r:l 
OP's report to the Commission prior to its setdown consideration. ., 

3127106 The PJgza letter to OZ Director Jerrily Kress 
"The Pla7.a believes that-any public hearings or further consideration by the Zoning 
Commission are premature since changes in the City's zoning regulations tor campus 
plans and PUDs are necessary first.,, 

4/10/06 OP Setdown Re,port (p. 20) 
4'Text Amsndmenl 
The second change that is necessar)l to accomplish the propOSed [GWU] plan is a change 
to the existing lang~ ofSectiQJ1210.3 of the zoning regulations .... Th.crc an:: 
cutten\ly no other university properties in the city with R-S·D or R-S·E zoning with the 
exception of two existing dCtlln5 on the Howard University compus zPned R-S-E.•• 

8/4106 QC &&&Jet Zoning Cpmmigjon Nmice of Public Hearing on Text Amendment­
Cullc;gc & Uniypty Regqlltions (53 DCR 6349) 
''THT$ CASE IS OF INTEREST TO ALL ADVlSOKY Nt;IGHI:JORHOOD 
COMMISSIONS ... 
The case will be heard immediately prior tD the bearing on ZC Cases 06-t 1 and 06-12•• 
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