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May 18,2006 

Ms. Carol Mitten, Chair 

'B{ytlie J. Lyons 
51.35 !l(pcfcrg(J()t{ Park/uay, ~'HI. 

tH'asliinBfcm, tJJC 20016 
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District of Columbia 
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District of Columbia Office of Zoning 
Case #05-42 (Sibley Hospital) 
441-4111 Street, NW, 2nd floor 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Ms. Mitten and Commission Memben: 

CASE NO.- 05 JQ fft'f.. 
EXHIBIT N0 •. _...:..¢5-'=---

I am the owner of the home at SllS Rockwood Parkway, NW and write with concerns 
regarding Sibley Hospital's request for exemptions ftom zoning requirements in order to 
build a medical office building. My concerns are four-fold. 

First. the hospital's economic viability does not require a medical office buildins. It may 
improve its profitability but Sibley would not cease to exist if the offices were not built. 
Therefor~ the city and its residents would not be harmed economically or in terms of 
access to a medical facility if the office building were not approved. 

Second, a Dleci_ical office b\Jilding would increase both heavy truck traffic during 
construction and then cars, taxis and even public transportation fbr dozens and dozens of 
years on the streets of a residential neighborhood. For discussion purposes, if an increase 
in 2SOO vehicles per day came to the building (a number given to me by our ANC), that 
means: for twelve hours a week day, there will be 208 more cars each and every hour in 
my neighborhood! 

Third, adding a significant number of vehicles on Dalecarlia Parkway. the entrance to the 
office building, would significantly impact the safety of driving in my neighborhood. The 
traffic on the SU1TOUDding streets would increase as well. I can attest to the following 
concliiions on and aroUDd Dalecarlia Parkway: 

• Drivers disobey the turning restrictions on Rockwood Parkway lJ,nd use my 
residential street as a commuter cut-through to avoid Massachusetts Avenue 
traftlc. Drivers breeze through the stop sisn at !lockwood and Overlook. Large 
trucks hit and tea,r off overhanging tree branches alons my street. These problems 
would be exacerbated. 

• Drivers exceed the posted speed limit on Dalecarlia and honk their horns often to 
warn people trying to turn into or out of Rockwood Parkway. Noise levels, 
already high, would increase even more. 

• The sisht lines are very bad, and when coupled with excessive speeding, lead to 
terrible accidents at the Rockwood and Dalecarlia intersection. Common sense 
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tells me tbat there would be accidents at the entrance because of bad visibility, 
speedins, and traffic. 

Fourth, while the zoning commission may not consider Sibley's request in the context of 
the potential dewatering facility that has been proposed at the water treatment plant 
adjacent to Sibley Hospital. I certainly do. Taken together, it is too much to ask the 
Spring Valley area to accept two significant building projects and the associated ttaftic 
on Dalecarlia Parkway, Loughboro Road and MacArthur Boulevard. 

1'here is no overwhelming benefit to our neighborhood (or the residents of DC) that 
warrants exemptions &om the rules, forcing residents to bear the heavy burden of traffic, 
noise, and unsafe streets. 

Thank you for this opportuDity to present my concerns. I respectfully ask you to give 
serious consideration to disadvantages of Sibley's request and deny permission to buiJd 
the office buildins. 

Copy to: Ms. Jennifer Steinpsser. Office of Planning 
Ms. Rachel Thompson, ANC 3D 04 
Ms. Alma Gates, Chair, ANC 3D 
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