
Jerry Pric~ VP and COO 
Sibley Ho$pital 
52€5 Loughboro Rd. NW 
Washington, DC ZOO 16 

Dear Mr. Price: 

Feb. 15,2007 

Thank you for your response to my letter concerning the noise emanating from the 
heating/cooling system at Sibley. 
l am taking the liberty of forwarding copies of your letter to Ms. Carol Mitten and Ms. 
Rachel Thompson. 

I am glad you are checking to see if the generator load test is in compliance with the DC 
noise code. Be sure to have it checked for compliance with the noise code for noise 
before 7 am. When I spoke With you about this problem last summer you said you were 
looking into getting a muffler system- what happen with that? 

As far as hearing the~ steady humming noise from Silbley,just go outside into the 
NE parking lot and listen. We hear it very clearly from our residence. That noise we'll 
have to live with, but the early AM noise, which lasts for quite awhile- about an hour at 
least-isveryloudanddis~pting.'~~ a..u.. \~~ vevth~s s·h-uc..~ CM. 

-+:c\0 ~ ~ \ttA.~ \ovi lc&M~ C!M.c.Q ~e.NhQ.I\~ V"OCW\ bt.lll &~ 1/11\GI.~ VlOI${>. 
Smcerely, 

~U-~ 
Joyce Smith .. , , 
5225 ,P)Utridge La., NW 
Wash., DC 20016 

Cc:Carol Mitten, Chair 
District of Columbia Zoning Conimission 
Case #05-42 Sibley Memorial Hospital 
441 Fourth Street, N.W. Second Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Cc: Rachel W. Thompson 
ANC 30 04 (Kent/Palisades) 
5835 Sherier Place, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
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February 7, 2007 

Mrs. Joyce Smith 
5225 Partridge Lane, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

Dear Mrs. Smith: 

Sibley 
Sibley Memorial Hospital 
Grand Oaks 
The Sibley Renaissance 

5255 Loughboro Road NW 
Washington nc 20016-2695 
Telephone 202.537·468o 

Jerry Price 
Chief Operating Officer 

I have received your letter of February 1, 2007 regarding thtf"noise" from Sibley. I have 
no knowledge of a "pretty steady humming noise coming from Sibley throughout the day 
and night." But I can confidently say, with the exception of the generator load test, we 
are in compliance with the D.C. noise code. 

We may be in compliance with the load test but we will verify this. We test our 
emergency generators under load conditions every month. This is probably the "noise" 
you hear from 5 a.m. to 6 a.m., one hour per month. This test is required by our 
licensing and accrediting agencies. The test must be performed early in the morning 
before the operating rooms start. 

I have contracted with a sound engineer to measure the noise levels the next time the 
generator test is perfonned. If we exceed the threshold of the D.C. noise code, we will 
fonnulate an action plan to address this issue. Thank you for your letter. 

\ '---'­
Jeny Price 
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 

JP:saj 

cc: William Vroom 
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