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February 5, 2007 

carol Mitten 
Chairperson 

Podiatric Medicine, Sports Medicine & Surgery 
www.dcfootondonkle.com 

District of Columbia Boatd of Zoning 
441 4t11 Street, North West 
Washington DC. 

Dear Ms. Mitten, 

5530 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 945 
Chevy Chose, M.D. 20815 
301 913-5225 
301 913-9145 Fox 

This letter is in reference to the Sibley Memorial Hospital request for building a medical office 
building. As you have been made aware from the applicant, Sibley Memorial Hospital, their 
contention is that the hospital needs to build this office building to accommodate the request of 
the physicians in the metropolitan area. 

r· have no~ iiitehsion ··Of moving. I have been practicing Podiatric Medicine and Surgery in the 
metropolitan region for 13 ye~rs. I have already established my medical practice in the Chevy 
Chase buil~ing. I have built my office to my specifications for my own medical practice needs. I 
see no reason for me to change my practice of medicine to the campus of Sibley. 

As you are awa~e, the medical legal environment in the District of Columbia is certainly less 
friendly to physician, than in Montgomery County. If I were to change my medical practice and 
have it on the campus of Sibley Memorial Hospital, my malpractice would increase by 25,000 
dollars. 

In today's society, the only way that I could continue to operate as a successful practitioner is to 
a limit my overhead. There is no need to change my overhead simply to be on the Sibley's 
campus. I am currently using Sibley Hospital and the travel time is approximately 10 minutes 
from my current office space. 

I will hope you take this letter under advisement, that there is no reason in the medical 
community to have anot~er commerdal office space, espedally in the District of Columbia. 

Sincer~Jy y91,1rs, 

~ 
Erika M. Schwanz;· DPM 
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