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Janpary 11, 2007 

ZoniD& Commission for the District of Columbia 
C/o The Office of Zo.W.g 
4414th Street NW, Suite 220 South 
Wamrogton, DC 20002 

Via fax#: 202-727-6311 

CASE NO. 05-39 

Dear Sirs/Madams, 

I am writing to ask that you!!!!! the Archdiocese of Washington and Catholic 
Community Services (the "Applicant'') the request to change the current zoning map 
from R-4 to R-5-B in onier to build the StMartin's apartments. 

I a:n;1 a reSident on the 1800 block ofNorth Capitol Street Ne (about 250 feet away from 
the proposed project) and I have v~ serious concerns about the propo~ project which 
has significant planning fla~ that, inevitably, will negatively affect -the surrounding 
neighborhood. While I strongly believe in and understand the urgent need for affordable 
housing, and while I also believe that the Applicant's heart is in the right place, I have 
grave concerns about the proposed project for the following reasons! 

• SIZE: a behemoth project of 4-S ~ory buildings, with 178 unit apartments, i$ 
being proposed in the middle of2 story historic row•house and town-house 
neighborhoods and right in front of one of tho. jewels of this city, the historic 
McKinley Tech. Sirs/Ma4ams. as you are well aware, McKinley Tech is an 
appropriately predominant 3 story historically restored building among 2 story 
row-houses and toW:n-houses. A S story monoUth of a ~mplex is grossly out ~ 
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• TRAFFIC CONGESTION: the sudden.Dijection of 400 plus ne\V residents. a :z: 

considerable DllUlb-er of whom maybave personal vehicles, in tbe UJ.i(idle of a "N 
residcmti~ area, on blocks that do not have~ access to any major road, is a> 
recipe for a definite traffic gridlock in front of a school where young children &if 
being ~pped off to and picked up .ti:oJD. Inevitably compOtindin& this difficultc;:;> 
situation will be the fact that the proposed projects• garage entry and exit is on ~ 
Street NB, whicb becomes a one-way street during the morning rush hour/school 
drop off time and in the evening during school pick up time. The Applieant's 
traffic study grossly o¢11ects to factor in these glaring factS and-realities. 

Sirs1Madams, you may well be aware that the reason the Department of 
Transportation designated T Street NE into a one-way street during th~iSSION 
and evening hours was because of a fatal accident involving a child goJBIIW:t of Columbia 
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school. The proposed project, and the amount of traffic it will generate .. in 
addition to frustrating morning commute, puts at risk the safety of our children. 

• PARKING: already, neighborhood residents arc experiencing great difficulty 
locating parking near their residence.c; due to ~ot;b b;J.creases in neigbbomood 
population and number of cars per household. Frequently. my wife and 1 find 
olirSelves parking our ccn- three to four blocks away from our home. We are 
middle aged, so we do not mind the walk. But our neighboTSy the majority of 
whom are senior citiz~ have increasingly found it difficult to even tun simple 
errands for feat of having to walk one too many blocks for lack of parking. 

Tbe proposed project's underground garage comes neither free nor cheap to 
intended new resideats. Faced with a choice between pa~g a hefty monthly fee 
and trying one's luck with street parking. it is inevitable that a considerable 
number will opt for trying to parlc on the street t9 minimize monthly cost. And it 
is only natural that one would want to do that. However, unfortunately, residents' 
of tho proposed project and existing residents' of l.he neighborhood will be 
competing for a street parking space that has alreadY become scare. if not rare. 

• STRUCTURAL DAMAGE TO EXISTING HOMES: almost all the houses 
surroundins the proposed proje(:;ts, including those on our block which is lp~ed 
about 250 feet away. average around 90 years old. The proposed projeet plans to 
remove a considerable amount ofibill that currently fills the site. There is a 
significant amount of dirt that will have to be removed from the site. which will 
involve heavy transpoJtation ttucks. This of course assum~ that beneath the hill 
lies no fOck that may have to be dynamited in order tQ move. Regardless~ the 
amount ofheavy equipment that will be involved to excavate the hill has the 
potential to ~e tbe structural foundation of the houses. There is a precedent of 
this in the neighborhood. Most of my neighbors along N~rth Capitol Street, who 
are long time ~dents, sadly recall the structural damage caused to their property, 
inclticling the one I own and reside in, when the overpass road was built on North 
Capitol Street between Seaton and W. 

Sirs!Madam.s, the proposecl project is grossly out of proportion and out of character for 
our neighborhood. It exemplifies bad pl8nning at its worst! As the great author and poet, 
Maya Angelou wisely said, living a life is like constructing a building: if you start wrong, 
you will end wrong. The proposed project, In its current form, Is wrong for our 
neighborhood. 

Please deny tbe requeat for a zoning ehange. My falnily and like-minded neighbors 
hope that a denial of zoning change will. at the very least7 convince the developers to 
scale dow:n the project! strongly support affordable housing, but I strongly oppose 
irresponsible development. 
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SiniMadams, lastly., I inmlore_that vou give weight to the oplnioa, whe!her in 
suoport or_opposltion, oftllose of us who Uve in the ne{ghborbooai and iD the 
tmm.~ vieblity oft)le proJect. uCi not to residents of Maryland :and VIrginia, 
whom the de\'elopers have beea sbpwcasiDg as tbeir staunch supporters. In this. 
matter, whether in support o opposition, the voices of tile aeighborhood reSidents 
should come lint! 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
District Division of Transr,ortation 

2000 141h Street, N. W., 7~ Floor 
Wasbmgto~~y D. c. ~0009 
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We, the residents ofEckington, petition the zoning board and the commissioners of ANCSc to deny the request for a 
planned unit development and map amendment from R-4 to R-5. We feel that such a large structure violates the 
integrity of the existing neighborhood .. Application # ZCOS-39 .. 
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I certify that I witnessed the collection of the signatures on the· other side ofthls page. 
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We, the residits of Eckington, petition the zoning board and the commissioners of ANC5c to deny the request for a 
planned unit '1.:velopment and map amendment from R-4 to R-5. We feel that such a large structure violates the 
integrity of the existing neighborhood. Application# ZCOS-39. 
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l certify that I witnessed the collection of the signatures on the other side of this page. 
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We, the residents ofEckington, petition the zoning board and the commissioners ofl!ft'JC5c to deny the request for a 
planne(l unit development and map amendment from R-4 to R-5. We feel that such a large structure violates the 
integrity of the existing neighborhood.Application # ZCOS-39 .. 
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I certify that I witnessed the collection of the signatmes on the other side of this page. 
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We, the residents of Eckington, petition the zoning board and the commissioners of ANC5c to deny the request for a 
planned unit development and map amendment from R-4 to R-5. We feel that such a large structure violates the 
integrity of the existing neigllbol,Uood.,Application # ZC05-39. 
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I certify that I witnessed the collection of the signatures on the other side of this page. 
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We, the tesidents ofEc~ngton, petition the zonmg board and the coiilirtissione .. _ ..,1 ANC5c to d~ny the req:uest for a 
p,lanned unit development and map amendment from R-4 to R-5. We feel that such a large structure violates the 
ititegrity of the existing neighborhood. Application# ZC0~-39. 
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