
TENAC 
Ms. Sharon Schellin 
Secretary to the Zoning Commission 
Office of Zoning 
441.,..4th Street, NW, Suite 210-South 
Washington, DC 2{)00 1 

Dear Ms. Schellin: 

May25, 2007 
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The document you returned to me (see enclosed) was not a letter submitted for the record in 

the Marina View Towers Zoning Case (#05-38). It was simply aTENAC press release detailing 
the outrageous action of the Zoning Commission in the above referenced case, and its negative 
effects on Marina View tenants, sent to you as a courtesy. So much the better, of course, that it 
should become part of the record to offset the lopsided weight of pro-developer documentation, 
and the virtual nonexistence of opposing views contained therein. Inclusion of the TENAC release 
would at least have been a nod in the direction of fairness. I read those files from the start to finish, 
and was amazed and appalled at such an overwhelming preponderance of support for the applicant. 
If that did not portend certain approval for the applicanfs project, the subsequent Zoning 
Commission hearing surely did. 

You state in your letter, "On April29, 2007, the Commission·denied reopening the record 
to accept your filing. Accordingly, your letter is returned." That statement is remarkable since we 
never sent a filing; we did not request its receipt as such; and we certainly did not ask for a 
"reopening of the record" for that purpose. From the· paper punch-press holes at the top of the 
document, to the Commission log-in notations at the bottom, however, it is obvious that the 
TENAC release was inserted into the file, and only later summarily removed. That is regrettable~ 
since plainly its inclusion in the file would impart at least a speck of balance to it. Of course, we do 
not expect that to happen, however. In view of that fact and because we fear that the release's 
intended recipient, Ms. Mitten, night not have had the benefit of seeing it, we have taken the liberty 
of once again sending it her way, as well as to the other members of the Colllil}ission. 

Best wishes, 

ZONING COMMISSION 
District of Columbia 
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D.C. TENANTS' ADVOCACY COALITON 

REPRESENTING ALL D.C. TENANTS 
P.O. BOX 7237 WASHINGTON, DC 20044 (202) 628-3688 

WEBSITE: www.tenac.org E-MAIL: tenacdc@yahoo.com 
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TENAC 
cc: Carol Mitten, Chair, DC Zoning Commission 

Members, DC Zoning Commission 
Hon. Adrian Fenty 
Hon. Jack Evans 
Hon. Mary Cheh 
Hon. Jim Graham 
Joel Cohn, Esq. 
Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Enclosure: TENAC press release, dated March 20, 2007 
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For Jmmd* Bnl • Man:h 20. 2007 
Par lnfbrmaiian: Jim McOndh (202) 317-1193 

DC ZONING COMMISSION 
CLOBBERS TENANTS 

p.l 

Ren1al Housing lost big time recently 1Jefcn 1be DC ZoDiD8 Commission. The 
Marina View T01N"S case, a Imp DC WatadiODt develoj111~ aipal• "business as 
usual", which m•ns ~open win as usual, and as usual. the rest of us lose. 

At issue is the plan to convert most of the Marina View Apartmen18 into high-end 
luxuly condos, and CODStl'UOt two massive condominium bw1dfDp alonpidc, 
8fforitablc to oaly the truly 8fBucaat. Worse still, in this case, the laDdlords 8Dd 
developco pta -cloUb'le wiMfitll" and tenants get a "double wJuaamy". The package 
8Jso iDcludes conveitiD& bi&h deasity resideDtiai zoaiDg to COJIIII1eRial, tbe loss of 
bacln:ds oflllNCiy atlbrda1de lllllla1 apartments, and the spec&er of a R.ocko1deller Ceatar_... GOidllleiCial beheaDOd1 an amund them. or 660,ooo square 1eet a1 redev.....,.._ apace, the Jaacllanlp~ 27,000 feet.. less than 5%, as·an amenity to 
the commurdly, in the :fbDn of~ llo1181ng. wbatever that JneBD& T•wats and 
the city-~ feed, while d1e tancDonl pts the chicken. Zoning Commission 
Chair Carol ¥JU8a is a gracious. oom,.,_t Ja4y, but along With her feDow 
COI""''IIIonem, seems nevar 10 have lll8t a development 1hey do not Uke. 

The Commission exbibils 1bat o~c pheoommon -the nsguJated Jeglllating the 
rcgulatDrs. After srantiua the deve1opCir 8lld his cadre of atto.roeys, architects, and 
propnneats ample 8'VIIq and abundant time to make their case. oppcJll8ldS. after four 
hours, were given 20 minutes to ma1m·fheirs • tbe end of .a WilY long evening.. 1be 
Commissian•s hiP praise fbr 1bia development. before a fiDa1 vote on it. sigilals the 
outcome evca betbie tbe autwmc. That is outrageous and ~le. Sblime on 

z · eomm· · you, _anmgJSSIQD, 
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