
Honorable Carol J. Mitten, Chairman 
D.C. Office of Zoning 
One Judiciary Square 
441 4~ Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

RE: Case 05-26 

Chairperson Mitten and Members of the Office of Zoning: 
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My name is (Janet Lynn) Jaynie Simmons. I own a condominium and reside 
at 4007 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., - known as Tilden Court, which is 
located on the northeast corner of Tilden Street and Connecticut 
Avenue. 

I have lived in Washington, D.C. since 1974, and at Tilden Court since 
1979. When I moved to Washington, D.C., Walter Washington was the 
Mayor. 

For more than thirty years I have lived and paid taxes to the District 
of Columbia. I arrived here when 14~ Street was still pretty much a 
burned out shell and the 1968 riots were still on the minds of many who 
preferred to move and live in Maryland or Virginia. But I came. And I 
stayed. And I paid taxes. 

Tilden Co:ar~, which was built in 1929, has the peculiar disadvantage of 
having- been constructed with no underground p!rkinq and no rear parking 
lot area. The 66 condominiums at Tilden Court are entirely d!pendent 
upon available street parking. 

My opposition to the proposed Clark project is NOT a case of Not in my 
back yard (NIMBY); this is a case of NO MORE in my back yard (NMIMBY). 
The boat is full. We can take on no more passengers. 

1. The Tilden Street neighborhood is already inundated with more 
traffic and parking problems than it can comfortably handle. 

The area including and su~round~ng Connecticut Avenue, Tilden Street, 
29~ Street, and Upton Street is past the livable point of institutional 
and large scale use: Our neighborhood is already hosting: 

The Edmund Burke School (which is in the midst of an expansion project 
which will bring an increasing number of students, faculty, staff, 
visitors, and traffic), Boward University Law School, The Levine School 
of Music, Hillwood, The Embassy of the Netherlands, The Embassy of 
Kuwait, Intelsat, and just down the street, the University of the 
District of Columbia. 

A. Students, Ji'acul ty, and Staff from The Edmund Burke School already 
park on Upton, Tilden, and 29th. Please try parking anywhere in the 
area on those nights when Edmund Burke has a scheduled evening event. 
Some nights we have been forced to park on Lenore and Lin~aea~ Streets, 
is a third of a mile from our own front door. 

B. First year students at Howard University Law School •re not 
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C. Cars and shuttle buses ferry students to and from the Levine School 
of Music; cars and commercial. buses travel Tilden Street, Upton Street 
and 29th Street travel up and clown as they bring visitors to Rillwood. 

D. Intelsat employees saturate Tilden Street, especial.ly in the blocks 
adjoining either Rock Creek Park or the Melvin Hazen Tributary, where 
there are no zone-sticker restrictions. 

E. Students who attend the nursing school at Van Ness can be seen 
parking on Upton and Tilden Streets everyday so that they may walk to 
class while avoiding the parking fees of the Van Ness garage. 

J!'. Some residents of Van Ness South, who, when were recently confronted 
with increased. parkinq fees, decided to switch to on street parking, 
even if the street parking is three and four blocks from their own 
building. 

Everyone seems to love our fragile little neighborhood. I'd like a 
little less love and a lot more respect. 

I think I can safely speak for the 66 units anci the almost 100 
residents of my builc:linq when I say: We only wish we haci the lwau:y of 
parking in our own parking garage, at any price. As thE!J _si_tuatiQn 
al.:a::eady stands, we fight for a reasonable place to park everydaY. 

2. The proposed. Clark project is an eno:r:mous ec:lifice shoehorned. into a 
tiny lot. It's like trying to s~eeze a size-26 woman into a size-12 
dress. Trust me. I know whereof I speak. It's uncomfortable, it's not 
pretty, and it makes everyone in the immediate vicinity very, very 
nervous. 

There has been mach c:liscussion as to how Clark Construction officials 
and the architects involved with this project supposed.ly LOVE our 
neighborhooci. But it's a one-way relationship. Like a high school boy 
on prom night Clark and it's representatives will extol our beauty and 
friencily nature, and they will whisper many promises into our 
collective ear. 

The problem is, just like that same high school boy on prom night, once 
Clark has gotten what it wants, it's "Adios baby." The neigbborhooci and 
its residents are just one more notch on their belt and we beQome a 
a c:listant, al.bei t financial.ly profitable, memory. 

We have already seen this happen with the construction of 3883 
Connecticut Avenue. Fool me once, shame, shame on you. Fool me twice? 
There should be no opportunity to fool us twice. 

3. While Clark Construction has made much of their proposal to provide 
100 underground parking spaces for their approximately 50 residential 
units, there is no question that allowing a project of this eno:r:mous 
size to be erected on a residential. side street will have c:lisastrous 
consequences in texms of increased. parking and traffic problems. 

4. The Department of Transportation is already in the process of 
~ng the only five parking spaces on Tilden Street that are 
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adjacent to the Tilden Court building, as they prepaz:e to c~ate a 
special tur1U.ng lane from Tilden Street onto Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 

5. 'rile proposed Clark Construction project will require removing many 
additional existing parking spaces in the 2900 block of Tilden Street. 
And if such a mammoth project is built, there will be a continual slew 
of contractors, including carpenters, electricians, plumbers, painters, 
decorators, housekeepers, nannies, pet-sitters, and dog-walkers 
servicing both the property and the residents. Their contractors and 
visitors will not park in the building' s garage, but will seek to use 
available on street parking for their visits. Where az:e the rest of us 
going to park? 

6. Everyday we struggle with traffic zooming up and down Tilden Street 
as it flows in and out of Rock Creek Park, coming to or going from 
Connecticut Avenue. The Clark plan propose• that their residents exjt 
eastward onto Tilden Street, drive ~st the Em'bassy of Kuwait, and then 
U-TORN at the 29th Street intersection in order to travel west back 
towards Connecticut Ave~ue, Cbevy Chase, or downtown. Their proposal to 
do so is not just an accident waiting to happen. It's dozens of 
accidents waiting to happen, every week, every month, every year. 

7. It is astonishing to learn that even in the most recent "new and 
improved" building design presented at the last ANC meeting, Clark's 
proposal will require mc¥ing van traffic exiting fram the 2950 Tilden 
Street property to BAC!t UP onto Tilden Street. In what universe is this 
considered a safe or appropriate traffic plan? 

8. There is no proof that this will ever be a traffic friendly project. 
Quite the contrary: we should note with great sk~pticism the idea that 
a purchaser of a 1.5 million dollar condominium is going to give up the 
air conditioned comfort of an Audi or BMW or Mercedes for the humble 
trappings of the metro. 

9. It is especially interesting to note that the traffic consultants 
hired by Clark only ~ni tored Tilden Street during two 'i7ery limited 
periods of time. Many of us suspect that this was an intentional effort 
by Clark to disguise the true nature of the existing traffic problems 
that already exist in our neighborhood. 

When this discrepancy was brought up at the May 8 ANC 3F meeting, 
Clark's legal representative attempted to assure the community that 
aqditional traffic studies could be done. But the more salient question 
is: When would that traffic study be done? Howard University Law School 
has already concluded for the semester. Edmund Burke is at the point of 
graduation. Levine School is done for the season. UDC has completed 
their 2006 commencement. What will a new traffic stu4y prove? Nothing, 
because all of the aca~c inst~tutional players have already packed 
up and gone home. So any additional traffic studies will be similarly 
flawed. 

10. Clark's proposal to donate $100,000 to the Peirce Mill is chump 
change compared with the profits they continue to reap across the city, 
and will continue to reap with the construction of the new baseball 
stadium. 
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More importantly, what concessions is the Peirce Mill, however deserving 
their project may be, making in order to reap such a benefit? I love 
Peirce Mill. We are members of the Friends of Peirce Mill program, but how 
is gifting Peirce Mi11 going to make up for a11 the construction 
inconveniences, hardships, snar1ed traffic, and permanent parking woes 
that are going to befa11 me and the rest of my neighbors? 

Clarke's proposed donation of $40,000 to the Hearst Recreation program 
is mystifying. Where are the proposed ~ties ~d benefj.ts to the 
neighbors wbo are going to be struclt with this ~nstrosity of a "South 
Beach" bui1dinq? Bow is giftinq Hearst making u.p for what the 
neighborhood endures for as 1ong as we continue to live here? 

'rhe fact is, there are no proposed amenities or gifts that cou1d ever 
make up for the crowding and traffic nightmare that this project wi11 
create for the rest of us. The boat is a1reaciy :fu11. 

11. I recognize why Clark Construction's proposed project, despite its 
monstrous size, despite its unappealing, completely inappropriate 
architecture, may curry some favor with D.C. government officials: 

With proposed unit prices of at least 1 million - 1.5 millions dollars 
each, some members of the current administration may have visions of 
sugarplums, temporary construction jobs for some city residents, and 
the promise of enormous property taxes in perpetuity, dancing in their 
heads. 

12. But what bappens to the rest of us? What happens to the residents 
of 'l'i1den Court, who 1ike the homeowners on Tilden Street and Upton 
Street and 29th, a1reaciy pay District income tax and property tax? What 
happens to the rest of us, who have lived here and worked here, and 
paid taxes here and have stayed here 1ong enough to see our 1oya1 ty to 
the District of Columbia translate into an improved city r~utation? 

13. At what point does the city recognize its responsibi.lity to people 
who have already 1ived here for years, who have homesteaded their 
properties tbrougb the ~y economically and socially difficu1t years 
when people didn't want to liw in the District? You cannot continue to 
add passenqers to the boat, no matter how high a price they seem 
wi11inq to pay for their ticket. '1'he boat is fu1L 

14. There is no question in my mind that if the proposed Cl~k project 
is a11owed it wi11 have negative impact on my property va1ues. How-will 
I be able to sell my unit to a~y future owners in a neighborhood where 
there is no available on street parking? 

15. In September 2004, Nico1e Forest was quoted in the Northwest 
Current (Wednesday, September 29, 2004 - Page One, Page 31 - Copy 
enclosed) as saying: "We're very open to discussion." "We don't want to 
build something the community doesn' t want. " 

Well, the community doesn't want Clark's planned development of 49 
luxury condominium units. The community has voiced its opposition to 
every version of Clark's proposals, including three iterations of 
architectural plans with various degrees of minor and inconsequential 
design changes. We waste our time and we go to meetings, just to hear 
Clark representatives spout the same old drivel gussied up in a "new ZONING COMMISSION
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and improvedn package. 

16. This is not a by-right project. It reqaires a serious exemption. 
The exemption shou1d not he made. 

1 

I urge the Office of Zoning to vote "NO" to the proposed Clark 
Construction project, and to encourage Clark Construction to build the 
originally promised eight townhouses. It's what is right for the 
neighbors, and it is what is right for the neighborhood. 

:::::c:::l::aynie) St~ ~;I 
4007 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 
(202) 966-3209 
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THE NoRTHWEST CuRRENT 
ANCvotes 
to support 
Babe's plan 

CHIPPING AWA Y Tilden Street project 
brings early concern 

B)' ARl NATTER -sun-
nlC Amcric.un Umver.-Jty P~rL.. 

Fncndshap HeiJllt• ~nd 
Tenleytown ud\•1sory nei;.hbor· 
hood comm1Srt1on vnrcd unani­
mously lo>1 mght to •uppott 
~<C~~Ied-b3ek mn>truclion pl•os for 
It ~ 4-2.-.unil condominium 
buildiaa on the site of Bohe's 
B11li:ard5 on Wiscons1n Avenue. 

Comaniuioncr O..pm:111 Todd 
nocod ~.., 11pp10val ClUT1e only :Iller 
extensive medings aod negoci@OO$ 
~~<tween the developer aod neajlh­
bon; of the sit< who bud m11ia!ly 
CltJilOSed the building's siu o.nd 
;,cope. 

"We lCII th:u given the amount of 
wark tll:at bud gocac anto the "'Ofkang 
w•th the ronvnuruty on thi'li, u·,. I1S 

~ • 01 "" " lOins tn be for that 
ss>.:ace.. .. T()(kt ~lid in WI inletvicw 
afac:r the mcd.ln~. 

lmual pluns for the project "' 
4(1()() \VI !'COn''" Ave. by I BC 
Punners U.C Clltled for " building 
40 perernt larg"' thon tbc plon 
de'·clcpers presented 10 the comrnu­
ruty at • Sept. 9 r.-.ng. 

By EUZABEllf WIENER 
C..- Stott-

Clark Realty Copitlll's plan to 
develop o >hollow 101 on Tilden 
Street just casl of Conncc:ticu:t 
Avenue i'i c:a.u~n, lliQrne jitlCC\ 
amnng neighbo-r$: whn re.member 
their to.ing b3ule against • nine­
>tory apartment building O.rk 
built f011r yeaD ·~o on an :adjacent 
Icc, JW.tto the >UUth and overlooL· 
'"8 Rock Cn:ck ~ft. 

Cl:~rk officioJs say they .,.. still 
''eX"plonng deveJopmt.nt options" 
for tbe Tilden Strut •itc. Currem 
pllllU include "a kind or boutique-

type" "'sidential development, in 
three module• ot ground level and 
•n undetermined number of noors 
•bove. uid project mon"'er 
Nicole f'orrcst. 

\\'c' ~ "'ef) opt"fl to diorocu~ 
•ion.• ~<I <illd " \Vc tib•inu<l 
tion't \\.&Ill tn buald \Ofnethan~ 1he 
cOmn\unitv dnnn' l W'.tnl 1r the 
c:ornmunu)r is set :ag;uft.Sl anything 
thot'• economie:ally (en<ihle.· 
Cl.rL miaht put the 101 up for sate. 
<he Sll.id. 

Advisory neighborhood com· 
mts~io••er Stephen Dennis w-.11 
ho>t • meelina ut 7 :JO p.m. 

s.., Cllll'lcJI>age 31 

Aqueduct hears earful 
on monoftll proposal 
By EU2AIIEllt WENER 
a.-SUit-

Mwv>riltl Hoqlitll. $llllA'ICd aitic:s 
"bo um ""&")' about the cbaice ol 
otMIOOll<, the lock of noucc to afTect. 
aJ re<klents ond the fedor.ll n:quin> 
mc'11tto """'"'• "rdiduol>" tllat onJ. 
kcl when the are:~·,. "'1tttr i$ treated 

Al the ""'•Y nwting. """" tluan 

Oumu plan• for tlac buiklina 
call for • planncd-uml de•-clopnl<nl 
lh'<' ""';... o.nd 6S (cx:t high. whicb 
could be built under cunmt 7.011111&­
A P""YlOII> pomt or con-ion bud 
hecn • plan 10 rcque>t u c:Mnie rn 
the $>1<', 1.011ing. 

Bill Poltoo/The Clmn 
Ei~ Noall Flowe u- • "--.d c:Nsel to pnctice 
his st.e ~ duriiiC s.a.ra,'a--' fltlt open looae lit 
the Watllii1Cton1Wioftll Cllhdntl. 

Washington Aqueduct official< 
announced l•tc 111>1 n•J;hlthat .,.t­
In' "" 80-foot mound of sedin~e~~t 
n.=r the D;alcc:u-lill WllS'&cw:ner 
T=tment Plont wall not be the ''Jn· 
(cMC! allel'lllllive" fnr di'f'OSing of 
-oli<b. from thetr Wlllet ""3lment 
~""'='-

They al>o agreed 10 ~nd unul 
Nov IS the deadline for the publiC 
10 •ue~.-esa Other opoom. 

But neither annau"""""'"'. m:ldo 
ut • crowded meeting 3l Sibley 

• hundred res.dcnts f'tom PaiL~ 
and Spnn; Valley, a> wdl II$ 

WC$tmcnland Hills and Brool<mc>nt 
'" Monteomery County. seen...S 
unhoppy abnut vuut:ally ••err 
11spoct or t1ac fedu:ally fllllndot.ed 
projCCI 10 keep waw ~ment 
>Oii<b. 0t11 of the Potorn:lc Rh-a:. 

See llabe'sjPage 14 

I field quosti- deloy 
vote on WIS prafect. 
~·on.. l't~~:<J 
1 8lka rtde to moan ,.. __ 
~-l'tr;;<j. 
• l uolnou ludots fa'/ 
bMeblll wtll help 
booot ,-, city 
prostlto. &rs!IH'>~ l'og• 
II. 
1 Notthwoll rttlilllml 
celelntos cantury 
lllllk. Possazts.l'og<lj 

tlullooss/11 
C-/ 32 
Clml!lcob/~ 
Oi<llkt OJaH1/2 

INSIDE 

Washlncton Canoe Club members get 
man~• to r•~ chgoa boats In China 

~ls 

l'GIEJ 
Eldllblts/ 35 
lnYoor Htl~l 
Oplnlooo/U 
PIUO#OS/U 

PollcoRfiiOIVS 
Rulbt.t~' 

- O!tectofy/ 31 
Sportsf15 

See AquedllctJPa&e 24 

District sticks with baseball in new plan 

The 0 C. t:Xp;tnment ol ~'and R<CTe0110<1 ho< 
unmJed a ...,.j,;ed plan for pla)'lOJ liefds an Fort 
Reno Purt. odJu>ll~ the byoot to"'"""' a p:.thway 
.. lhc """"""' edse or the CWfflopptllJI ho>Cboll ond 

JQCCII7 '"'lch. 
The dep!lnmcnt pn:sented the pl;uas lost week 10 

the Tcnleytown. North Cleveland Purk and Forest 
Htlt. IKivi>nry IICIJ?hborhood comm~u100, whiCh hnd 
asL.ed 111 Jur~ lhr u new layoul thut would repiQCe the 
f'I'OPO'Cd Q().foot boscb!IJJ dJ<IIIll\fld Wllb D 00-(1)114 

sof'tb;tll ~•anl<lfld 
hl>-..ad. the new pllin - pn:sent.ed in c:ona:ptu;ll 

form .. the """'"""<ion's Sept. w mecuna - tnm> 
1$ feet rmm ahc outf~<ld. ~lung in • JIG-foot 
depth. The ~ field. located Oil a diogcnd jUSt 
beyond tlac bu>cboll infacld. w<••ld he 180 feet Wide 
lU1d JCXHeet kwag. 

The lh•£n leu><$ • I.S.flll'l l"P :adJoc:<nt 10 • 
fence :<cp<trOllng the field ore• [rom the Fort Reno 
"''"""olr. The <O<mnissiM had catted for the clear· 

811 Pottoo/The Current 
Sllpporters hope to,._ fort Reno Pn's 
deterionlted fields with IW!W1 ~011 spaes. 

on« 10 ua:ommnd:lte. pblnned hait;tse 1r.111 ..,.,_ 
bnlting the oreo'• h"10fY "" • CiVIl Wat militory 
mmlbuon. 

The""""""'! >bll1rcludcs • )'OUih soccer 6dd 10 
the north An:hHecb $hilled 11S IOC1tillll <outhWllld. 
uvoidtni the ncxd for a retaanina Willi olot~; 

See Fields/Page 27 
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commission. "''m certainly in fnvor 
of ~ thai helps preverll can­
cer. I understand the impon:ance of 
it." 

Gales did Cltpress coocem that 
the Nonhwest srea has increasing­
ly become the choice of the 
Metropolitan Police Department 
for these types of latge evezn. She 
said the depattment's Special 
Operations Divisjoo. whlch per­
mits !he use or city street:l for the 
events. has cited the tllreat of tee· 
rodsm as a reason for moving them 
away fmm city landmalts when 

Geoq;erown 's advisory neigh­
bo.rhood commlssjoo chair Tom 
Birch said ... We are comfortable 
with the route !hey hove chosen." 
Fellow commlssioner Bill Starrels 
agreed. adding that the route will 
not have a major impact on 
Geagerown. 

TheTourofHopctcam- those 
riding from coast m coosr - is 
comprised of 20 individuals who 
have been muched by cancer. 
according 10 organiters. They 
include survivors. frunlly members. 
caregivers and researchers. 

"'The lnspiratlonnl smries of our 
illCJedibly determined IO!Ir team 
rnerrtlm will undoubtedly moti­
vate peq~le aaoss the country." 
Peter Dolan. Bristol-Myers 
Squibb's chief CJ<.ecutive officer 
and cbairman. said in a statement. 

The Pali.\ades-Spring Volley 
commis.\iooers will disc!r;s the bike 
ride during dU Oct. 6 meeting. 

L.a.« year, the 1bur of Hope 
raised S 1.3 million for cane« 
research. a panicularly personal 
is.we for Annstmng. wbo recov­
ered from advanced !Mticular ~ 
cez and went on 10 win a reccwd silt· 
straight 1b\r de Fmnce tides. 

Registtlltioo 10 join the Tour or 
Rope oo its Wll!lhin&tm segment 
can becompltted rlvough Oct. I on 
the eveta's Web site. Aboul 900 
people hnve signed up so far. 

CLARK 
Monday Ill Howard Unh'CJ:Sity Law School10 discuss 
the tenllldvc proposal. 

"' look forward 10 an evening of discussion as we 
Cltpkn the possibilities for !he furore nf !his site." 
Fanest sald in an 6-mail. 

Ardlitcct Suman Sorg l~ worung on designs for 
wh8l would be a planned-unit development on !he 
35.oo<kquare-Coot lot and - if !he community is 
supportive - Clark hopes m submit it.~ application Ill 
!he clty in early November, Foaest said. Zoning 
anorney Pbi1 Feola wiU represent the company. she 
said. 

"We want something thlll's appropriate in scale, 
wilh lors of articulation and green space," Forre.~t 
said. Noting !here are IOWll houses acros§ Tilden 
Street and a nine-story building looming behind. she 
said. "we're trying to find a way to bridge thlll. to 
come up with something very talloted Ill this site." 

The now-vocant lot on the soulh side of 1ilden Is 
currendy zoned for lo~sity residential develop­
ment and would accommodate roughly eight semide­
lliChed mwn houses. Dennis said. One preliminary 
sketch shored by amt showed a new building con­
talning40 10 60 IXIits and topping 0111 Ill nine stories. 
Deml~sald. 

The city's Comprehensive Plan inrucatcs the lot is 
suitable for higlKiensity housing. and that has sent 
shivm through some in lile community. 

The D.C. Olf~ce ofP!aMing has ll()( yet weighed 
in omclally, but it is generally encouraging develop­
ment near Metrornll stations as port of the mayor's 
goal to attract new residents. Clark's parcel is within 
walldng dismoce of both the aeveland Park and Van 
Ness Metro stmions. 

Ellen McCarthy. deputy planning director. sald 
she has ll()( seen the version of the pmject shown m 
Dennis and ~can't really commen1 on the plan." 

But McCarthy noted thor "ollilough .rooing on the 
site is R-2-B. or low-<lensity residential. rhar is not 
consistent with the Comprehen.~ve Plan. which calls 
for high-density residential ... 

That high-density designation ha.~ been in every 
version of the plan since 1984. McCarthy said. 

Clllrk olflcials are uead.ing gingerly. clearly hop­
ing to ovoid the bitter controversy thor shadowed 
construction of the fline..story bullding at 3883 
Connecticut Ave. 

Forrest has met wilil advisory commissioner 
Dennis rwice already. and he coils her "a bright. ideal 
spokesperson for something mar will be controVer· 
sial." Still. he worries that !he proposed building will 
block more views from his landmarlo:ed building at 
3901 ConnectiCut Ave .. where many residents lost 
speci8CIIlar views of the pad: when Clark constrUCted 
the building at 3883. 

But his primary concern. Dennis said. is that 
allowing development of large apanmenr buildings 
on the s;de stteets off Connecticut Avenue will set "a 
very damaging pecedenr." 

''CoMectic:ut Avenue was designed as a great 
boulevard. with apartment houses fronting it. But the 

side suem are [low-density] residential.~ he said. 
Demis has begun speaking m neighbM about !he 

new Clark plan. "'They want something compatible Ill 
be built on the site. But I hoven 't spok.en 10 anybody 
who thlnk.~ !his is a good idea." !he advi\Ory neigh­
brutlood commissioner said. 

Susan Gillespie. who lives directly across Tllden 
Sueet from Clark's 101. said she had been "lool:lng 
fnrwlltd 10 con.~truetion of ll:lWn houses" tbcre. "Ill 
block !he view of 3883." which now looms over !he 
site. "But we never Cll.pccted a high-rise apartment." 
which she rean could set a precedent for hig!Hise 
buildings on the side streets off Connecticut Avenue, 
Gillespie said. 

Mnre development will only worsen traffic and 
parlting pnblems oo 1ilden and neighboring stn:eiS. 

"Connecticut Avenue was deligned 
as a....- boulevn, with 
apa biient houlel fronting it. But 
the tide streets .. [~] 
residential." 

- Neigbborbocxi CXliiiiiiis&iow Sttphen Dennis 

she said. even though Clalt intend.\ m Include under­
ground parldng as port ot the new package. 

Development ot the 1ilden Street site raises Issues 
that are different from !hose rai~ed by 3883 
Connectlcut. which sits behind !he older buildings on 
Connecticut Avenue and required no toning change. 
Starting in 2000. when Clark 11m got building per­
mits. dult building caused a storm of controversy 
largely for environmemal tea.\ODS. 

The 3883 site abuu the Melvin Ha~en branch or 
Roc-k Oeek Park and includes o small "seep" or sea­
sonal stream that feeds inm Rock Oeek. 

Three D.C. Council members. the National Park 
Service and several environmental groups inslsnxl a 
1\ill environmental impact STOdy should have been 
required. and they protesnld throughout the project's 
consuuction. 

But the city ultimately refused 10 Intervene, as did 
!he Army Corps or Engineers. A coun challenge was 
thmwn out atrer the D.C. Coon of Appeals ruled thai 
the group of nelg.hbon wbo brought the suit did not 
have proper wsmndlng:· But some of the han! feeUngs 
and rnncor remain. 

A few weeks ago. Monwneor Realty bought inlll 
the building ar 3883. Monument recently crecu:d a 
huge beige and yellow sign in Cron1 advertising !he 
sale of IUJ<uty condominiums ar what the company 
has renamed "The Connecticut." 

Michael Darby of Monument said IDlltketing of 
!he vacant unitS ha~ already begun, and all potential 
buyers will be told of "the possibility !hat the lot [to 
the nMh) wUI be developed." 

But Derby said vety few windows at 3883 face 
north. limiting the Impact of any new development by 
Clark. He predicted that residents in the area will 
fight against pmposols for high or den.\0 develop­
ment. "Remember the last timeT' be a.~l:ed a reporter. 
"Weren '1 the peq~le chained m rreesT 

WATERGATE 
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Meanwhile, an olf~eial with 
Monoment Realty said !he company 
compleled the purchase of the holel 
in Augu.'lt IIOd is moving fucword 
with altemtions to convert it to lUJ<· 
ury coope:rnti\oe aponrnents. 

A.Wel Slum, ofMooument, said 
be is already consulting with city 
preservarloo sllliTers on severol 
'"minor"altr:rationsllltheCllrmorof 

~ sanllll in the dry IIOd 
nation's hiS!Oty. leading 10 the 
downCal1 of a president. a shift in 
pot;lical power in CoogJe.'t'l, a rnft of 
legislation ... not 10 mention !he 
whole wny Wnwgmc bas worted 
inm our folk cultDte." 

.. The wbole oomplCll is self-evi­
dently an if11l011ll111 visual lnnd­
l1l!lrlt. very ll1llCh a clear break" in 
renns or bodl en:hirecmre and plan­
ning." Denn6e c:ormued. The six 
curved buildlnss "1unl a wall to the 
rest of the city." ignoring the regular 

the holel: canopies; 
new windows "for the 
entire compiCll, 
replaced in kind"; a 
few new ground-level 
and roof terraces 10 
serve indlvdlal unn; 
and "some minor pop­
ups for access" Ill the 
roof retraCes. 

"Even lhou!lh it's 
not a la.ndmart. you're 
treating it as one.~ 

oommma:d Boa<;berg. 
4bnt's wise. .. 

811 Petlos(T11e Current ......_.._.......,,...lllltatlc ...... 
tlon of till ............... wlllc:ll.-.1 
nat llfKt .... CIIIIMI'IIall of ....... 
lldD c:oa,~~lllltw. ....... .. 

The thick and 
amply illuslntted l.andmalk opplic&­
tioo - submined in February in 
the midst of a battle over 
Monument's plan 10 buy the tony 
hcxel and convert it 10 either <:()fl(b. 

minium unils or a coopemive build­
ing. Residenls who piled !he hOkll. 
with its mceling spaces. health club 
and restllUnlnt. failed Ill persuade 
the D.C. Zoning Commission Ill halt 
the conversion but pressed on with 
the llllldnlnrt bid. 

Kerry SIOWcll. a 20-year resnem 
of Wa~U!:Jlte East. offered a brief 
but colorful presentation about 
Wlllelg8le's "inoovative Modernist 
design;· produced by a distin· 
guished Ita! ian architect. Luigi 
Moretti. who used COmpuletS to 
help flesh our CUIVi1inear shapes of 
the sill imrcoonecled buildings. 

Along with the political scandal 
thor made Waa:rgnte a housdlold 
word. Stowell argued Watergate 
deserves landrnart SUIIUS because it 
was the city's fast privately 
financed plmned-unit development. 
representing "on iJT1lOlllll¥ step Ill 
stem flight from the city by creating 
8 mixed-use '!OWn within the dry.-

Only twO Wa~e~g~~~e South resl­
denls. Dorothy end Olarles Olsen, 
mse 10 oppose !he applicalion. "We 
object Ill the idea of using hista:ic 
designation II) cor«ml wbat an 
owner does with a pnjed."Domthy 
Olsen son "And we do DOt lhiok 8 

bungled political robbery" merits 
l.andmarlc staiDS, she added. "''d 
hope peqlle would be aWuned,ll()( 

pnud." 
Her husbond. Olarles Olsen. 

said the couple had previously lived 
In a truly hisrodc house in fn!lgy 
Boaom. "George Washington 
stopped there for a drink;' he~ 
scolrJng at the ideo that !he 1960s 
era Wateq;ate could be coosidcred 
"historic." 

But Tun Denn6e. an archi1l:clur­
al historian who reviewed the appl}­
<*lon for the board. gave an eJ()o 
qucnt defense of !he warersare 
nornNrioo. 

Denlie said he "almost 1DOk for 
granted" the significance of the 

street grid bill al\0 ernllc1lcing the 
watediont. which was Ill the time 
largely irdlstri:ll and fMlidding. 
"Wbelher you love ic or hale it, ic's 
clearly innovative." DennCe said. 

Still, board members said they 
needed more information and 
more ju.~tifiCIItioo to landmarlo: a 
building less than SO years old. 
D.C. historic preservation law 
does not set an age requiremen1. 
but a national landrnartl must. be at 
least SO years old unless !he build· 
ing is deemed to be of excep«ionaJ 
importance. 

"It meet\ our test. 001: we WilD! 
more iofOO!llltion on !he plllmil1g. 
the himry of bow it- built.~ said 
member Ronnie McGhee. 

Mtmbtt Anne Lewis said the 
prescrvutla1 board tokes londmrutt 
nominm:ions very saiously. ''In a 
sen.'le, it's beatificadon. It moLes it 
difflcult Ill rear !his building down 
a modify it. .. Lewis said. "Thill's 
not Ill say we have Ill like it. Bur 
grurO!g imlnMality 10 a planning 
~o¥emenllltion mcchonism" - the 
plan~ dcvelopiTICilt pt~ces.~ 
- seems a stretth. she said. 

Lewis al.\0 said the ltlndnulrt 
oominm:ion did oot pmvide c:nough 
inbmation on Moren!. the archi­
ll!CL "' felt I would hnve 10 Google 
him myself." she said. 

Boasbelg said someone bad seru 
him "'Google informatloo" on 
Mlmli. built was all in Imlian. "'I 
would be helpf\11 if we bad It in 
English. .. be said. 

"Nobody [on the boon! is] 
objecting." the board clU oonciJxl. 
eel. "This is obvious! y a signifJCilllt 
dcve.lopment." Bur be said the board 
also needs more infor:matlon on 
w~·s seven acres of open 
space. much alftred over the years. 
before gmnting landmark protection 
to fountains and olhet land.<.cape 
elements. 

Ernlly Eig, an architectural hisl()o 
rian who helped prqlOte the land­
l1l!lrlt opplicarlon. said !he additioo­
o.l docwneotation l~ readily avail­
able ... Our goal is llCltl rnoolil." Big 
said. 
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