
June 14, 2006 

Carol J. Mitten, Chairman 
DC Office of Zoning 
One Judiciary Square 
4414th Street, NW 
Suite 2105 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Chairman Mitten: 

This is to Urt'orm you that Janet Lynn (Jaynie) Simmons was duly empowered by 
a unanimolJS vote of the Tilden Court Condominium Unit Owners Association Board of 
Directors at the board meeting on June 13, 2006 to represent the association at the 
DC Zoning Commission hearing scheduled for June 22, 2006 (and any other dates 
that the hearing might be continued) concerning Case 05-26. 

This hearing specifically deals with the proposal by Clark Realty Capital to build a six 
story, 
forty-nine condominium building on the vacant lot at 2950 Tilden Street, NW. 
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THE NoRTHWEST CuRRENT 
ANCvotes 
to support 
Babe's plan 

CHIPPING AWAY Tilden Street project 
brings early concern 

I)'AIIIW1D 
Clmn!SWI-

The American Unlverslty Pft, 
friend5hip Heigh~t 3nd 
Tenlcy10wn adviool')l nclahbor· 
hood commLuion voted ununl· 
mously lut nlaht to •upport 
ocaled-bacl< 1Xln$11UCtlon pl1111~ for 
a~ 42·unit coodominium 
bulldlna 011 the ahc or Btbc'• 
Billi~ 011 Wl.=n.<in Avenue. 

CommiMioner et.lpmlln Todd 
noll:d d!c liJlPIOIIlll c:amo only • 
extemivc meetinp and negotWiom 
between lho developer <Wid ncial>­
bor.l of lite Alte who had initially 
oppoocd the buildlna'• 1i2c md 
scope. 

"\\\)felt thrugivcn the llmOUnt or 
wa1c that had gmo intn lho wcrlcina 
with the community 011thl., k'a"' 
8(lOd A fit o.< I• going to be ror lhftt 
liplllll!.'' Todd &Md in 1111 inlM'iew 
Oller lbe mcetJna. 

Jnilial pbns ror lite project « 
4600 WI!.COII&in Ave. by JBC 
l'lll1nen U.C coiled rcr A bulldJni 
40 pertent bqc:r thnn the plln 
dc'lelClpen pr<ll<lllcd 10 the ccmmu­
nlty ou Scpl. 9mecling. 

Currmt pions for rhe bu!ldina 
can ror a pl:mecl-onlr dcvcloplmv 
rm: atoril:$ w M 1\:d hiah. which 
cxxtld be bUll tlldc:r cumnt zonina. 
A previous poilll or con~~:nllnn had 
been A pian to ""'JUC$1 A chongo In 
tbulto's Z1Jnina. 

See ••'•/PIP 1A 
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ly ELIZAIITH WIEIIIR 
CmomSIIftl-

Oarlc Really Capitol'• plan co 
develop A Mollow lex on Tilden 
Street jut.t co.<t or Ccnncc:tlclll 
Avenue I• cou.ing 1101110 jitiCll 
omong nel8hbora whn remember 
their losing bottle agaimt A nlii<'­
Aiol')l op;anmc:nt buDdins Om 
buill rour rc= 1180 0111111 odja=r 
lot, jUJito the &ruth and ovmaolc· 
ina Rode Creek Flirt. 

Oark officiAIA say riley ore adU 
"explorina dcvelopnent optloM" 
ror rhe 'Iildo:n Street lliro. Current 
p!Ms inebJdc "A kind or booliquc· 

rype" re.idcnriol development, in 
three rn<>OJl .. at tp'OII'1d level and 
un und<tcrmincd number or noo.. 
Above, Slid projcct manoscr 
Nicole ForrcsL 

'*We're very open to diiiCU"' 
~nn." Fonw said. "We obYiou5ly 
don ·r want t<> build something tho 
community docN>'t want. Jf the 
community is 10e1 apin.r ~nythina 
that'& economically feuible; 
Oar1c mlaJu pur tbc lot up for $Ale, 
sbewd. 

AdviMlr)' neishborflood com· 
mi .. <ioner Sll:phen Dennis will 
hoot A meeting Ill 7:30 p.m. 

See~31 

Aqueduct hears earful 
on monoftll proposal 

Waobinglon Aqueduct officiols 
III1IIOUI'ICcd lole lD.<I niaht tlw crc:u· 
h1a on ~foot mcarnd of •odimenl 
near rhe OalecorliA Waslcwtllcr 
TI'OAIIT1Ct1C .Pl:llll will not be lho '')>re­
rc:rrcd alternative" (or clilpotlina or 
soUch from dleir lllll1l:r tn:mmcn1 

Jli'O"''.'-
The)' aiM) .,..ed to ex!Cnd mdl 

Nov. IS the ~inc ror lhe public 
10 •uasca odlc:r cpt~-. 
Butnelther~mode 

Ill a cm\Wied mcctina at Sibley 

Memorial H~t:Al, sori<food critiC! 
who .,.. 1'1181)1 about the choice or 
opUCl!\'1, thc Jack Of noUCC 10 Affect· 
ed reslde:nu lll'ld the federAl ~ 
mcnt 10 I'CI110Yc ~ tlwcol­
lecl whe:n lholftll's water Is trcllled. 

AI tho nol<ylt~CC~i,.;. more than 
a ltundrod reoidenrs fran 1'lllb:ldcs 
and Spring VaDey, 111 weD "" 
WescnoreJond Hill!o and BI'C>Clkmoot 
in MontSOIIlCIY County, J«med 
unhnppy :>bout virmally every 
I.'JICCI or the (edenllly rnllnCioted 
project to keep water treatment 
AOich""' or !he Potanoe River. 

See .aq.d•ct/P• 24 

District stiCks with baseball in new plan 

The D.C. .Deponrnc:nt ot Plllb nnd R=eMon ho.< 
unvdled • rcvM:i plM ror plAying fielck in Fon 
Reno 1'1111<. adjw.ting the layout co M.'lllle A pruhwoy 
til Cite oorthcm edge of the ovc:ri~Wina ba.<.eballllnd 
roccorrlllldo. 

The dep:u1ment pmentcd the piiiM la.'i wcelc to 
the Ttnleyrown, NMh Clevdand Pw1c and F.,....t 
Hilh ~ neigltborf1ood ecmmi~<lon. which bod 
QO\Icod in June for A new layClUIIh:>t WWld replAce the 
Jll'llPCl"<d ~foot booebAI1 dJamond with • 6().(001 

aof'tboll dittmond. 
.ln5teod, lhc new plan - prcAcnrcd In concep!UQl 

rann "' lho c:anml.ulon'a Sept. 20 meerins - trim• 
15 foot from lhc 01Cfreld, rcauldJl& in o 3lO.root 
deplh. lhc 50IXCT' llold, loaucd on o di.,anal juoc 
bcymd lho biRballlnndd, would be l!UI feet wide 
Md 300 rcer Jona. 

The cblgn leav" • lS.fOOI gop ocU:rcent to o 
renee ICJl«<llina rbc neld ~~re~~ flan rhe fen Rc:rtn 
mt~Ycir. The cornmiMlon had csllcd fer the clear· 

ltnCO 10 occornrnodAic a planned herirll&e tmil c:ele­
bonila lho ore:~·~ himry "' a CivD w.rr miDtiiYY 
imtallAtian. 

The prqx1W Ahll inelude:< • youlb aocc:er fidd to 
the norfh. ArchiJIOCIO &hificd iL< loctWoo aouthwlrd, 
avoiding the need ror A rtL'Iining wall :>Ions 

see Pleld•JPaea 27 
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poo<lble. TOUR 
"""" ...... 
cammk<ion. "I'm ccruVnly In favor 

or """"""" "'"' help prevcnr can­
cer. l unclcnotond rbc imporulnco of 
IL" 

Glues did o:<press conccm lh:>t 
rbc Ncnbwe&l 111'02 ~ incrcll..mg. 
I)' become !he choice of the 
MelropolitaD Police Depanmenr 
for thc$C IJ'POS of Jorge evcnrs. She 
~<aid rhe depnrrment'• Spcciol 
Operation.< Diwion. which per· 
mil• !he UfC or ciry ·~ for !he 
cvcniJ, ha< cil<d !he lhte.v or ll:r· 
rorism au""""" forrnovingll~CtD 
away fiom ciry londmarlc.\ when 

Geo'E"tnwn •• odvi!IOI)' ndSfl· 
borllood con1misoior1 ehnir Ton• 
Birch wd. "We nrc comformble 
wirh rhc murc riley have chCRn." 
Fellow cnmmi~<iancr BOJ SllUTell 
llgTCCd. odding tl\01 rbc roor.: will 
nor hove a m•jor im p...:l on 
Georgerown. 

The Tour o( liopc ICinl- rhooe 
riding fran ~ to COIISI - b 
eompri~ or w indlvidu~ who 
hove been rouched by cancer. 
occ:otdlng 10 org.1nizm. They 
include •Lnivoro. fondly mcmbcn., 
corcgiv.,.. and~-

111e i~ troric< of cur 
incn:djbly dclcrmincd leur t=n 
mcrnbcn. wm undoubledly motJ. 
vQJo people ....,._, dlC eounrry," 
~lor Dolan, Bri.<tol-Mycn. 
Squibb'• chief exeeurlvo officer 
and chainnan. said in a •r:uen•enr. 

The Palisadco..Spring V411cy 
~~will di.lt:w.< lhc bib: 
ride c!urina lhelr Oct. 6 ,_;ng. 

l..A.\1 ycor. rbc Tour of .Hope 
roi•ed $1.3 million for concer 
re.<e:~reh, a panieul:lrly pcroonAl 
is.we for Armotrong. who rc<:OV· 
cred from odvonced le<ricuJar Cillo 

a:r and went on to win a reeord six· 
•troiglu Toor de Fronce rille<. 

Rcgislrallon 10 join diC Tour of 
Hope on 111 Wmingoon ocgmcn1 
can be c:anplclcd thrcuSfl Oc:L I an 
the event'• Web oir.:. Abolll 900 
peq~le have oigncd up so fAr. 

CLARK 
fnNn hll•1 

Mon®y Ill Howutd Univer&ity Law Schoolro dllc..,.. 
the 1enllllive JI'OPO'Wil. 

"lloolc forwArd 10 on evening of di&cUMion o.< ""' 
oxploro !he poo.~biliu .. for !he rururc of this t<ir.:," 
F""""' said in an o-mail. 

Architta SUmon Sorg Is worlcing on dctigns for 
whar would be • piMncd·unil dcvdopment on the 
35,000-squarc·foot 101 and - if !he commt1nity b 
&uppordve-Oork hope.< 10 •ubmh it< application 10 
the city in Cllrly November. Forrcsl Alid. Zoning 
llllomcy Phil Feola will reprcsenl dlC c:ompony, .t.e 
said. 

"We wont &ornethins lhlll's llppiOpliale In &Clle, 
wi rh len of articulAiion and green •P""C·" Fom.<~ 
said. Noting !here ore town hau.<CS ocroAA Tilden 
Street and a ~ory building loaning behind. Jhe 
&aid. "we're aying 10 find a way ro bridge th:l~ 10 
oomc up with aomething very IAllo1'ed to this slro." 

The now-vacant lot on the &OUth side ofnldcn t< 
c:urrently zor.ed for low-<lcnolty residential develop­
ment and wwld oa:ommodate roughly eightr;emide· 
tDcbed town houleA. Dennis said. One preliminArY 
sb:ll:h shared by Oarlc showed a new building con­

$Ide .a'CCIS :R [Jow-densil)') residerJtiaJ," he said. 
Denni& hal begun opcnking to neighbcn obourlhc 

new Onrk plan. 111ey want Mllllething eompotiblero 
be buill on !he •ire. But I haven't &pOkcn ro onybody 
who lhinb this is a good Ide:!, • !he advi""')' neigh· 
borbood commiMicncr Wet. 

Stw~n GDiespie, who li,.. clite<:tl)' """"'" nlden 
Street from Oarlc'& lo~ uid &be bad been "looking 
forward ro conuruetlon of town ~· !ben, ''o 
bloclc the view or 3883," wbidiiiOW loom& over !he 
lite. "But ""' never expcced • blgh-rise apanmen1," 
which .tie fCMA could &cl • prcccdcnt for high-rue 
buiklins< on rhe ~ide ~~ners ofT Connecticut Avenue, 
Gillespie &aid. 

More dcvelopmcnl will only woncn lnllfte and 
porldog problem& on nldcn and neighboring w.ers, 

"Connec:tk:ut Avenue was deliped 
• a great boulevn, with 
lli&biwlhoules ~it. But 
the side streets .. (lowodenllty) 
residential." 

- Ncigbbetilood Cll1llllislima 5lqilen Dmnis 

lllining 40 10 60 unit& and ropplna out 61 nine stories, &he mid, even rhough Oarlc in rends 10 include under· 
Dennis said. grouod JXUlcing ._. p:on or the new pac:lct&e. 

The ciry's ComprellCNivc Plan indi=es rhe lor b Development or !he Tilden Stree~ sire rai.~ I~ 
wlable for hlg!Hlemiry how;lng. lind that hal &cnt that ~ dilrerent from rho&c ro.iscd by 3883 
&hivcn through aome In !he commll1lity. Connccticu~ whidllill behind the older building~ on 

The D.C. Office of Planning hM not yet ""'ighcd Conncelicut Avenue and nl()Uircd no mning ehnnge. 
in officl411y, bur h i• gcncrolly enc:ourogina develop- Srartlng in 2000. when Oorlc first got building per· 
men! rte:~r Mctnnil .mdono "-'part of the mayor's miu, that building CllMCd o 1101111 of conrrovm;y 
soaJ 10 llllr.ICl new mldenr.<. Clarlc's p:.rcel is wilhin larpl)' for cnvinlnmcnw teiSOI1S. 

wallcinglllilanco of bocb the Ocveland Parle and Van The 3883 t<ir.: abllts the Mdvin Hazen branch of 
Ness Metro .wions. Rock Crcclc Pork and includca a •mall "$eep" or &ea· 

Ellen ..McCarthy, deputy p!Mning dircctQr. Wd_ sonal &llUI1I thai feeds inro Rode Creek. 
Ahe hal not oecn !he vmion or the project &bown to Three .D.C. Council mornbas, the N:dloMI Parle 
Dennis and ·= 't rcillly COl1U1lenl a> the pion." Service and &evcral enviromlenw groups insilll:d • 

But MeCartby noll:d th:lr "althouSfl zoniog on !he ftlil environmcnw impoct study l!bould hove been 
sire Is R· l ·B, or low-dcn&iry rcoidcnrilll. !hat is not ~uired. ond !hey prctestulthroughoul the project'• 
con~llmt with the Comprehcnlive PIM, which colt< comauction. 
for blg!H:Iemiry I'CIIidenllAl." Bur the ciry ullim6Jcl)' rcflllled 10 Intervene, as did 

That highodemlry de&lgrwlon h:ls been in every !he Army Corp; or en,lnoera. A court challenge _, 
version or the plan 51nce 1984, Mec.thy ~d. thrown ootufr.cr the D.C. Court of Appeah ruled lhlll 

OM< o«ociah arc rreadlng ainserly, clearly hop- !he group of neighbor& who bmusJIIhe 111i1 cid not 
ina to IIVOld !he biu.:r c:ontrOvenly th6l .tlodowcd haveproper"&UU1dina."BuuomeoflhchAfdfeeliJ!$S 
eorwrucrian or the nin~story buUding at m:l ond r:ll\cor r-.m,dn. 
Conneclir:trt Ave. A few weelc5 030, Monument Rco1ry bought into 

Fom:st ha.' met whh odvi""}' comml«ioner the building AI 3883. Momrmcnt reeendy erected • 
Dennl• twice olrcady. and he coli• her "• brighl, ideal huge beige and yellnw sign in front odvcrtiAing the 
spokeopcr&an for &ornelhing !hat will be c:onrrovcr- we or ruxury con<k>minium.< at whar the company 
Aiol." Still, he worriCl !hat !he pmpoocd building wUI ho.< rcnnrned "Tho Connccticu~ • 
block more view• from his landm.vked building., Michael Darby of Monument said marlcding or 
3901 Conneclicut Ave. where many m<idcru loot !he vaCOIII units ho.' already begun, ond 1111 por.:ntial 
spcel.>allarviews of the parlc when Oorlceon.<lniCil:d buycn< wDI be told or "the pcw..<ibility that the lot tro 
the building at 3883. the no<~ h) wiD be developed." 

Bur his primary con=n, Dennis uid. b lhlll But D:lrby sold very few windows "' 3883 focc 
ollowing dc,-.lopncnl of lqo aportmcnl buildins- nonh, limidng lhe imp....:t ofanyriCWdcvelopmenl by 
onlhcsideslreelSofTConnectleurAvenuewill&el"o Clorlc. lio predicled tl\01 residents in !he ore.1 w111 
very dnrnaging prcc<dcnt." fighl '8aillQ prclpC)&Ns for hlgh or dense dcvelop-

"Connec:ticUI Avenue wn. desi!l'Cd "-' o gre.\1 mcnL ':Remember the]ll.q timer• he Mked • reponcr. 
boulevard, wirh llj)(Vlmcnt hou.c• fronting il But the "Wcren'r the people chained 10 tne.<r' 

WATERGATE 
FtornPafe T 

Mtanwhile, M official with 
Monumcnl Rcolry .aid !he """1'MY 
complcled !he pm:ho.<e of !he holol 
in August and is moviog fotword 
will! olleradom 10 onnmt it 10 hll· 
ury cooperlllive apanment.<. 

MlCd Sh.'lh, of MonuiiJOIII, gjd 
he is olre.1dy OClll.<llkiJ18 wilh cily 
prc&crVIIIion smfrers a> IICVCnll 
"minor" olrcrorion\ 1n d>eexmioror 
rhe hotel: eanopie.; 
new window>< "for rhe 
entire oomplcx, 
r<ploced in ldnd"; • 
few new ground-level 
ond roof~ 10 
&crVe indlvkklal unl!s; 
and "&orne minor pop­
up< ror sa:t:~o.<' ro !he 
roofrCITllCe.\. 

w_,... J.Calllbl in lhc city and 
nlllion'& hisrory, leading to !he 
downfoD or n P'l'"iclcn~ • mill in 
poliricolpowcrin Congre..o;,amnor 
legislruion. ''Me 10 menrion the 
wlxtle way Watergllle ha< -mt 
into our folk culrun:. • 

'"Tho whole mmplcx is &elf-evi· 
dcndy .., impor1lllll vi.<ual bnd· 
m.'lrlc. very much • clear break" in 
ICnDS o( bach orchlii:CIU'e and pi!Wl· 
nina."' Ocnnle continued. The lilt 
curved bur1dinp "11m a wall 10 !he 
rcsr of the clry, • ignoring !he regular 

"Even though II'• 
nor a landrn;uk. yeo,·.., 
lrellling il ... one," 
commcnled ~ 
"Th61'• wise." 

Bl. PIIJOS/Ihc ClJm!l1t 
llllirllnta • • ~far la.aric ...... 
lion, the ....... oomplu, whidl -*' 
not .rt.ct plllllnld COftWWiiDn , tile llatll 
Into coaperalire ........ 

The !hick and 
Miply ffill<lnllCd landmark ~ 
lion Wl< subniucd in Februory in 
the mld.<t or • battle over 
MOtMnent's plan 10 buy the tony 
horel and conYOII h 10 eilhcr ooncb­
minium Ullit.< cr 4 cooperative blild· 
ing.Residcnt> who prized !he holol, 
with irs~~ l=llh chi> 
and - fliJecl 10 pcnouadc 
!he o.c. Zorina Commiosion ro halt 
!he c:onversion In lft".<ed on wilh 
!he lAndrnar1c bid. 

Kerry St"""'D.. :W.yearrcoidcnt 
or IMuerpre EM!. ol!'ercd 4 brief 
bul colorful presentation oboul 
Walerg:ltc's "innovative Mode:mi<t 
de&lgn." produced by 4 di&lin­
gui&hed lwilln :uchhcct, Luigi 
Moretti, who used c:arnpurers 10 
help lleM oot CIIM1inear ~ of 
!he six inttr COli .......s buiJdina.~ 

Along wilh the polirical *""ltD~ 
that mode ~ • houJehold 
word. Srowcll argued W.rcrpre 
dc&crves lancrn.rlc siDIU.< beeaule it 
Will the dty's firM privalely 
r""""""' plltincd-unlr developmcnl. 
rqnotnting ..... importanf Sltp 10 

#an Oight from lhccity byc:rcAiin& 
uniJied..we: town wilhin !he clry~" 

Only two ~ Soufh ,..;. 
dcnrs. Dororhy and a...tes Olsen, 
m&C 10 oppooe !he appicarian. "We 
object to the idea or wna hi.<toric 
dcsignlllion to conrrol what on 
ownerdoco with a proj~ • .Dorolby 
Oben said. ·And ""' do not Chlnk a 
bungled politico! robbery'' merit.< 
lMCirnarlc Slllllll, &he added. "I'd 
hope peq~le would be esh:lrned. not 
poud." 

.Her hu.bBnd. Charles Ol<cn, 
&Old the cwp1c hod p-eviO!Wy rrved 
in a rruly h!sloric llcluoc in FOUY 
Boltom. "George Wa<hington 
~topped !here ra • drink." he noted. 
&eotrmg ar !he ideo that the 19& 
<rn ~ could be conoidercd 
"hiMoric." 

But Lim .Dcnnk, .., nrchilecrur­
al hir.rori:lll who reviewed !he oppli· 
cation ror lhc board. gave M eb­
quenl defe""' or the WNerp!IC 
nominotion. 
~said he "olrOOII took for 

sronrcd" !he signiliconce or the 

- gid but ~ cmbrrldng !he 
..-fro~ which Wa<; at the lime 
l"'l!ely indusrrlal and forbiddina. 
"Whether you love k or b:ue it, il's 
cle:lrly innovarivc," ~ ~d. 

SliD. boord members uid !hey 
nocded ""'"' information and 
more jw;tifrcltion 10 landmork a 
building 1 ... , than SO years old. 
O.C. historic pre<erVollon low 
doco not set on oae requircmcn~ 
but a n31lo!W IAnclrturk muu be at 
lea.<t SO ycAr5 old unle.'l.< the build· 
ing 1$ deemed ro be or e><ceptionol 
importonce. 

·u meet< our ~ but we want 
more informar:ion on !he pl:lnning. 
the hir.lory or how k -built. .• .r.aid 
member Ronnie MI:Ghee. 

Member Anno Lewi.< &aid the 
~ bo:rd !lila:& landrntl1< 
nominatiau very scrir:I&Wy. "In • 
&en.<e, it's beoOfi::ltion. lt mabs it 
difficuh 10 1e0r this building down 
or modiiY it," Lewi.< Mid. '"Thofs 
no! 10 uy we have lo like it. Bill 
granting imrn<r1aliry 10 • pl111111Wtg 
implernerl6lial rn<ehanim!" -!he 
planned-lllil developmcnl ~ 
-~ rurrea::h,.slte.aaid.. 

LewiK ~ 5llid lhc 1llnclrM1c 
nomination did no! provide enough 
information on Mofttti, lbe :ltchi· 
~~ea. "l feb I would have to Coogle 
him my&Cif," 5he wei. 

.8oc><bets ~d ....-.e h:ld ....,. 
him "Google lnformalion" on 
Morelli, but il w:r; oWl in l lllliM. "It 
wwld be helpful if we hod II in 
.English," he mid. 

"Nobody [on rhc board bj 
objecting," !be bo:rd dlilir oondud­
cd. "Thi.< l< obviously • Mgnifi .... 
dcmoprnenr." But he said !he bocrd 
111110 needs more Information on 
WAtergate'• sovcn acrc5 of open 
"P"CCo much alrm:d over the yem., 
befan: pnling bndmarlc prolelCiion 
10 f""""""" and other lAnd<capc 
elements. 

.Emily EJa. ., arclli!ICCtlnl Jrisro. 

"'"' who hc4>ed prqme !he J:md. 
mork appliCIIIion, &Old the addilion-
al documerulllion b rcodily IIV.,'J. 
oble. "'ur goal i.< nc&l monlh." Eig 
said. 
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