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Bill 8•2, District of Columbia Comprehensive PlaD 
Amendments Act of 1989 

The ·COJIIIlittee of the Whole, to which Bill 8•2 1 District of Columbia 
Comprehensive Plu Amendments Act of 1989, was referred, reports favorably on 
the bill as amended and recommends its adoption by the Couacil of the District 
of Columbia. 

Statement of Purpose and Effect 

Bill 8-2 amends the LaJ;act Use ElemeDt of the Compreheuive Pla1 illclud!Jia 
map amendments that resulted frca the f!'ard plann:tns process, 8lul requires the 
preparatioa of updatecl ward plSDS based upon these amenclaeata aad. UpoD the 
public beariq tecoZ'CI • tiWI leatalatioll. 

Bill 8•2 also provides several aev mec:.baD.isms for faciU.tatiDa 
imPlementation of the Comprehensive Plan and for ensuriq con-mlty input 1D 
this process • iDcludina . clarified ..aphasia of the home rule charter requireaaut 
tliat ZOD.1.q shall nat be inc:ouistaut with the ComprehaDsive . Pla., 8D4 
eedifiC:atiOIL of existJ.na larp tract review procedures to ·aaaure that issuances 
of buildizla peZ'IIlits are DOt inccmaistut with the Lazu:l Uae lleaaeat of the 
Compreheuive Pla.. Further requirements include: periodic au.blliaaioD by the 
Ma)'Or of proposed amendmaiata to the . Comprehensive Pl81Li more cletailed bi"DDIial 
proares• reporta 1 inclucliJa& a list1.q 8Dd scheclule of the illlp1811l88tatiOD actiaas 
JW5 ... Jet completed; public heuiqs bY-,. the eatecutive br&Deb acl :reviw 8IUI 
·ippl:cw~ "i. \)ft~ip·t·· RAILch of- ••••_.• .. ..PI•· .,... ·~~-..... .-.ccm 
p~fiuli Slid;~=· ~ .tM. duip aDd ~t o~.:~~ paeralu.ct ladue -.. 
~~~ . ~ . :I.Uc~-.~ . of a street ~:l.d. ·tO~ .(laprove 'the :readabili~ act 
•d•ra-can«fina·-o"'f the ~ policJ.•. . 

Iu ac1clit1oA1 8·2 amaada the Gen4ttai. P:rov:lsicma • ~f.~ DevelopmaDt • 
-~~~.i Env~tal P~tect •• · Tr8ZUipOr.t-a~ioa1 Pabl.ie Paciliti•• U~ 
p~&lr,. .. 1re&uva~10D·. !IJld· .Bistori.C. Feature~,:;'.:~ R~ suricu 11a.-ts ~ 
67 the D1•trt.ct Df CG1Wilb1a Compreaeuive P1aa·AG of 1984. 
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Impact on Existing Law 

The enac~ent of of Bill 8-2 represents the first opportunity in nearly 5 
years for the Council to consider amendments to the existing 1.1 Dbtriet 
elements of .. the Comprehensi\!e Plan, t.:hich ostabiishes broad P\)Ueies t.o &ui.de 
public decisions in the Di.s'trie~ of Columbia·. 

When the Council approved the wnd t:sa Ele=mcnt of the Comprehensive Phtn ln 
1984, the Council required the ~layer to develop .-ard plans .and to trans:nit chose 
plans to the Council with a proposed amendment to the Comprfiliensi,.·e Pl3.n setting 
forth "objectives and policies for ward plans." This requirement wu designed 
to accomplish two purposes: 1) to provide a mechanism that would establ-ish ~e 
relationship between the· ward plans that would be Q.eveloped and the enacted 
Comprehensive Plan; and, more importantly, 2) to "open the door" of the entire 
Comprehensive Plan for public review and Council ·amendment, because, as ill the 
budget process, only the Mayor can initiate the planni.Dg process: The Mayor 
finally transmitted the required ward plans along with a proposed amendment to 
the Comprehensive Plan in .June of 1988,. and this amenciment ill the nature of a 
substitute includes ·many of the text and map amendments to the Comprehensive 
Plan that have resulted from the ward planning proetss. 

The substitute legislation enacts over 100 ./changes to the previously 
enacted land use maps •• changes resultin& largety fr011 recollllle.Dd.ations culled 
from the Council's public hearings and c0111111ent record on Bill 8-2. A ~istina of 
the specific up chaqes in each ward is provided elsewhere in this Report. The 
lllllp am~ts include substantive policy c.hanaes in bomu:laries, density 
levels, and des ipated land use categories in certain loeaticms, u well as 
1D8ppJ.Da corrections. 

The substitute legislation also responds to public testialolry that a street 
grid should be added to the land use maps alona with other design changes ~o 
faeiU.t4lte readability and un~erstandiDg of the adopted lancl· use policies. 
However, the Committ.ee emphasizes that the inclusion of a street grid does· not 
chanae the required tnterpretation.that· the land use policies on the maps are 
generalized policies that. reflect predominant uses in an area_.-----

The text amendments ia the substitute legi-slation includ.e importa.a.t 
changes to the General Provisions Element to increase CQmlllunity input in the 
Comprehensive Plan implementation process. Languqe ··is added to clarify and 
emphasize tile home rule charter l'equireaent that zoniDg sha~l not be 
in~nsistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and to strengthen ~fonL~ty of other 
District government acticms reaardina land use, iDcludiq the issuance of 
buildina permits that are subject to large tract review procedures, with the 
land use element of the Collprehe.nsive Pla. 

More detailed biennial progress reports by the executive branch are 
required, including a list in& and schedule of the Comprehensive· Plan 
implementation actions that have yet to be c011pletecl. Also, the substitute 
leaislation provides a new requireme.Gt upon the Mayor to submit periodic 
amendmeDts to the Comprehensive Plan, so that there is an cmgoiq opportunity 
for public and COuncil review of the policies that ought to be included within 
the Collpreheuive Pla. 

In addition, the substitute legislation would adopt dozens of changes to 
the 'text of ·the Comprehensive Plan that address other CODCeZ'IIS raised iD the 
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