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Re:  Consent Calendar — Minor Modification
Rhode Island Avenune Metro

Order Na. 04—2—1}/{5

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing to express the support of the Diswrict of Columbia Advisory
Neighborhood Commission 5B for a minor modification to the Rhode Island Avenue
Metro PUD allowing up 1o 20% office uses in the project’s commercial space.

As you know, Mid-City Urban and A&R Development Corp. have worked very
closely with our community over the past several vears in order to plan and design a
project that truly serves local residents and businesses. Rhode Tsland Avenue Metro is
bringing substantial new investment to Ward 5, including huxury apartments — 20% of
which witl be affordable to low-income people — and retail amenities that do not currentls
exist in our neighborhoods, We have long waited for the sit down restaurants and vpscale
canvenience shopping in a {own center environment that this project will create.

The inclusion of office uses at Rhode Island Avenue Metro was initially proposed
in arder to ensure that the project’s financing can be secned. We wholeheartedly support
this concept, not only because it will help a long-awaited vision become reality, but
because it offers several other benefits to Ward 5 that are fully consistent with the plan
for Rhode Istand Avenue Metro that we developed in partnership with the developers.

These benefits include new office emploviment opportunities at an easily-
accessible location that is very central to our community. We are ailso pleased that office
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experience that we’ve seen in other places such as Shirlington and Bethesda and want to
enjoy in our own community. Finally, we would like to take advantage of the customer
services that offices will offer right here in our neighborhood without requiring a trip
downtown.

In short, the ANC 5B continues to strongly support Rhode Island Avenue Metro

and believes the inclusion of office space is an excellent addition to the project. We
respectfully request your approval of this minor modification. Thank you.

Slncgr ly,

illiam C. Shelton,@

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 5B




