Junc 16. 2005

D.C. Zowng Commission
441 4% Streer. N.W,

Suite 210

Washington, D.C. 20001

RE: Zoning Commission Case Na. 03-30 _
Sguare 643 Assaciates PUD a

Dear Members of the Zoning Commission:

I ara Bishop Douglas Williams, of the Redeemed Temple of Jesws Christ. The
Redeemed Tempiv of Jesus Christ i3 pleased to state its support for the proposed
preservation and adaptive reuse of the historis Old Friendship Baptist Church st 734 17
Street. S W, i this proposed planned unit development. Our congregarion owned and
wsed thus chureh from 1981 antil approximately four years age. Althouyh the existing
church and adjocent awiihary building served us well for those many vears, we were over
a period of time unabie to find 8 congregation to purchase or rent the church and
conseguenily sold it o Mr. Steve Tanner.

Wi are pleased that Mr. Tanner has been able {o preserve the existing sanctuary
building and add a handsome addition desipned by the well-known architectural firm,
Shalom Barenes and Asseciates. The proportions of the proposad apartment house arc
very attractive i combination with the church bullding.

Wo beheve the new apariment house will be an asset to the neighborhood,
bringing new residents vad vitality 1o this corner of Southwest Washington. The
nonprofit orfice use will also bring needed daytime activity.

Our church congregation is extremely pleased with this preservation and sensitive
addition 1o vur place of worship of 20 years. and we urge the Zoning Commissien to

approve the proposed plans.
Sitcerely, %‘

Bmhop Douglas Williams
Redecmed Temple of Jesus Christ
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