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628 Third Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

october 13, 2003 Case No. 03-30 

Honorable carol J. Mitten, Chair 
D.C. zoning Commission 
D.C. office of zoning 
441 Fourth Street, NW 
suite 210, South 
washington, DC 20001 

Dear commissioner ,Mitten: 

As an owner and resi dent of capi tol park IV condomi ni um in 
Southwest D.C., I am concerned about the proposed zone change 
and development of square 643 at Delaware Avenue and H street, 
SW. The plan calls for razing a vacant church and constructing 
a nine-story, luxury apartment building. The existing building 
deserves more thought before being replaced by the first 
suggestion offered. 

The fact that the congregation sold the church to the developer 
does not mean the building is without historical value. Built 
in 1875, it is a charming example of Victorian architecture in a 
neighborhood where virtually all vestiges of that era have 
succumbed to the bull dozer. why not recycl e it for communi ty 
use? 

Rather than demol; sh the church and erect a concrete and ~lass 
tower, the owner might remove the additions and outbuildlngs, 
restore the exter; or and wi ndows, and recycl e the church as a 
communi ty offi ce bui 1 di ng. on the rest of the property, he 
could build townhouses or low-rise apartments 1n a modern 
Victorian style to complement the church and nearby homes. 

The developer has shown interest in obtaining community support 
for this project. unfortunately, this ;s not always easy. At a 
recent meeti ng of the southwest Nei ghborhood Assembly, he was 
allotted ti me for hi s presentati on but di scussi on was cut off 
quickly to allow the next presenter more time. when he sought 
; nput from the capi to 1 park IV Condom; ni urn, our board chose to 
back hi s plan wi thout i nformi ng the resi dents. pl ease do not 
change the zon; ng on thi s parcel unti 1 the communi ty has had a 
chance to explore alternative ideas. 

Sincerely, 
~ 

./14~ JCY7n'~ 
Mary Jamieson 
202-488-7881 
skyrose@erols.com 

lOllaa COIIlUSIKJ. 
Dteb1ct of CoetatWa 
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