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FSMB: Background and 
Mission 



About the FSM B 
ARTJCLEID 

Th.., corporation is organized CXC]USiYefy for scientific and educaliADHI PllcPOSflS. 
and its activities shall include the furtherance of the following objects and purposes: 

Sr.c. A. To keep itself and its members informed concerning Lhe medical and 
other healing arts practice acts of the District of Columbia, the several states of the 
United States and its territories and insular possessions. and of foreign countries. and 
of' rules and regulations promulgated thereunder and concerning o ther pertinent 
desirable practices. methods or factors re la ting to the medical and other healing art 
licensure. 

SEC. B. To study. detemline, advocate and /or advance the adoption and 
maintenance by the District of Columbia. the several states of the Uni ted States and 
its territories and insular possessions of adequate and uniform standards for licensure 
in medicine and/or in the healing arts, and of proper administrat ive and enforcement 
provisions in such practice acts. and to study, detennine. advocate and/or advance lhe 
interstate and inlerjurisdictional endorsement of medical licensure on such terms and 
under such conditions as the organization may determine desirable to protect and 
promote uni formity in the administration of medical practice acts. 

SEC. C. To develop and improve ihc quality of licensing examinations given to 
members of the medical profession, and to assist by means of research and study Lhc 
member medical boards to improve the quality of their examinations. 

S£C. D. To obtain and disseminate infonnat ion regarding proposed legislat ion 
and administrative actions affecting the healing arts and licensure. 

[I \MB /\rttll~s of lnco, pc,r a11on I 

• Founded in 1912 

• 70 Member Boards 
• Boards serve regulatory function for states 
• Board Members are duly sworn appointees 

of state government 

• Organized as 501(c)(6) Non-profit 
• Prohibited from public fundraising 
• Does not have a PAC 
• "Common Business Interest" of membership 

is the state based regulation of medicine 
under state executive functions and the 
state medical practice acts 



About the FSM B 

70 Member Boards 
( House of Delegates) 

• Business Units 

• Advocacy and Education 
• Assessment Services 
• Physician Data Center 
• FCVS 
• Finance and Operations 
• Legal 

• Offices 
• Euless, Texas 
• Washington, DC 

• Employees 
• 160 in Texas 
• 8 in Washington, DC 



FSMB Mission and Vision 2015-2020 
Vision 

The FSMB is an innovative leader, helping state medical boards shape 
the future of medical regulation by protecting the public and 
promoting quality health care. 

Mission 

The FSMB serves as the voice for state medical boards, supporting 
them through education, assessment, research and advocacy while 
providing services and initiatives that promote patient safety, quality 
health care and regulatory best practices. 



Data and 
ReMardl Sen1cos: 
Expend the FSMB's 
dat.lHharfnc and reseerch 
capebi_itil!s white providiftC 
val~ lnfonnation to state 

medical boards, the public 
and ~r stakrholdefS. 

Orpnlratlonef Strength 
ad Excellence: 
Enhance the FSMB's 
o,pnizational vilarity 
and adaptability In an 
fflYfn>nment of chance 
and strenethen its 
&tanclal resources In 
support of its mission. 

State Madloal 
Boald Support 
Serve state medicel 
boerds b'/ promoUn& best 
p,acdces and providin& 
policies, advocacy,and 
other ~rc:es that add 
to their ~ess. 

and resources that 
enhance the quality of 
rnedjcaf ~letion and 
raise public awareness of 
the vital role of state 
medical boerds. 

AdvaoaGJIIINI 
Polo, LNdenhl,: 
StrenOhffl the vieblity of 
~medical 
ree,dation In a chal,cin.g, 
dobelly-connected health 
care enwonment. 

C I J· 

Stren,1hen pertk:ipetion 

and fflf,alffl\ent amon& 
state medical boalds 
and expend colfeborathte 
ttatlonsh~ with 
nationaf and lntemational 
o,pnizations. 
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Current FSMB Policy Initiatives 

• Workgroup on Board Education Service & Training (BEST) - identify, study, develop and make available resources to 
support the roles and responsibilities associated with service on a state medical or osteopathic board 

• Workgroup on Education About Medical Regulation - study and develop methods and delivery models that would best 
educate medical students and residents on medical licensing and regulation, including critical issues/problems relevant 
to young physicians 

• Workgroup on Physician Wellness and Burnout - will identify resources and strategies to address physician burnout 

• Workgroup on Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs - evaluate the impact of mandatory POMP query on patient 
outcomes and prescribing; evaluate challenges to increasing POMP utilization and develop recommendations to state 
medical and osteopathic boards regarding physician utilization of POMPs, including a recommendation regarding 
mandatory query 

• Workgroup to Study Regenerative and Stem Cell Therapy Practices - evaluate the prevalence, promotional practices, 
and incidences of patient harm related to regenerative medicine and adult stem cell therapies and identify best practices 
for investigating complaints of patient harm, fraud and compliance with licensure requirements 



FSM B Ed ucationa I Programs 

•FSMB Annual Meeting 
• 4 day meeting 
• 450 attendees - open to public 
• Held in large hotel/conference center 

• Board Attorney Workshop 
• 2 day meeting 
• 100 attendees - open to public 
• Held once a year in a hotel location 

• Invitational Meetings 
• Timely meetings on issues of importance 
• 30-100 invited guests 
• Held in hotel location 

•Monthly Webinars and Teleconferences 



FSM B Ed ucationa I Publications 

II · · \\I l)ll \I 
IZ I l, I I I \ I l l l r'.... 

IIU'Cllili ii -••• NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL ,f MEDICI N E 

lmprcwinJ A«&u and Mobilhy - lM: lttt~'Slale Mtdbl 
U<en,wre Compaca 
-J(lo- t)O o w• _ ... . .,.._ .. ,..,.,o,-•-00 .... ,-~ .. 

• Journal of Medical Regulation 

• Regulatory Trends reports 
• Utilized by state and federal policymakers 

• Scholarly Publications 
• Biennial Census of Physicians 
• Articles published in publications such as New England Journal 

of Medicine and JAMA 



FSMB Advocac Office - Washin ton DC 

Testimony to House Committee on Veteran's Affairs 
{November 2017) 

•Established in 2009 

•Houses Federal and State Policy, communications, legal 
staff 

•Serves as a leading legislative and regulatory resource to 
Member Boards (state legislative tracking), Congress, 
Administration, and health care associations 

•Meets regularly with Members of Congress and the 
Administration 

•Serves as the "National Home" for Member Boards, and 
facilitates Capitol Hill and district meetings 

•Supports FSMB committees and workgroups 



FSM B Advocacy Office 

• Unique resource for DC Department of Health and 
DC Board of Medicine 

• Since establishing DC office, DOH and DC BOM 
~~~ regularly call upon the FSMB staff to testify in front 

of the City Council, educate the board and its staff 
about best practices and policies in medical 
regulation, and provide expertise and staff that 
complement the research and analysis capacities of 
its divisions. 



FSMB Meetings - Board of Directors 
• Held quarterly, with 1 meeting in 
Washington, DC 
• Mid-February 

• Coincides with a day of visits to Capitol 
Hill 

• Duration: 4 days (Wed-Sat afternoon) 

• Held during normal business hours 

• Number of Attendees: 25, including 
staff 



FSMB Committees and Workgroups 
• In-person Meetings: 

• 1 to 2 days 
• Held during business hours 
• Average size: 10-15, including 

staff 
• Average frequency: 2-3 per 

quarter 



Purchase of the 
Property 



FSM B Position 

• FSMB understood that the special exception was necessary when it purchased the property and 
believes that it is an organization, in both type and operation, that will not detrimentally impact 
the neighborhood 

• FSMB desires the opportunity to fully enjoy the property, including expansion of staff in a 
manner that allows it to meet the needs of its member boards and further its mission and vision 

• FSMB desires to have the ability to host its February Board of Directors meeting and some of 
its workgroup meetings at the location and will do so with notice to community to avert any 
detrimental impact 

• FSMB desires, and is accepting of, operational conditions that balance its needs with the needs 
of the neighboring community and believes that its proffered conditions meet that balance 

• FSMB desires to be an active neighbor, participating in neighborhood activities and supporting 
neighborhood events/organizations 

I 1s 
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FSM B Property Search 
• FSMB search for permanent property began in 2016 

• Conditions for search included: 
• Room to host small meetings 

• Expand/relocate staff as needed 

• Over 30 Properties reviewed 
• Brownstones (ex: 508 8th St SE/501 C St. NE) 

• Condo properties (1109 16th Street NW) 

• Large (ex: 923 15th St NW - $5.2MM, 11,600 sq. ft.) 



Purchase Process 
• List Price: $3.SMM 

• Three Bids Received 
• FSMB 
• Foreign Government 
• Real Estate Developer 

• FSMB Accepted Offer: $4.lSMM 

November 29, 2017 

To Whom It May Concern· 

IMlh regalds to the purdla&e ot2118 Leroy Place NW, Washington, DC, I acted as the &yers· Agent on 
behalf ol the Federat10n of State Medical Boards. 

Before finalizing our offer, I asked Ille Listing Agent if they had eny other offers She replied that they had 
~ was a real estate developer an<l one wu from a foreign nallon buying ~ for Ille purpose of an 
embassy 

Please let ua l(now lf you have any questions. 

Stanton Sehnepp 
Sen10r Meneging Director of Sales 
202.997 5192 
stanton@compass.com 
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Purchase Process 
• 

• 

• 

List Price: $3.SMM 

Three Bids Received 
• FSMB 
• 
• 

Foreign Government 
Real Estate Developer 

FSMB Accepted Offer: $4.lSMM 

November 29, 2017 

To Whom II May Concern· 

wth regards to t 

~IC>'W W,e;.wr,g,e, 
lf'Ol'IMl:hl-.fi,c11dru11~ 
S-W MOtlUtOt:1~0, 1Cl17'1PM 

To lodd f'hltll•detd'.Ptf1vrirP -
A.rf' l1'•"('1.WNl'lt .ion,-t ,m:,,1 ~ W#lted,o dwell 1n od1nn<ty «. '* WMIC lQ.,. • 00t;.,, 1>v1 1 Sf!C!nt .t 
lacol I F!'ll'.nd,nonr,,.,w1y1..r111kfrnblt,,y A)l '!ll!nllD!lrd,90Pttt«!COlmvwor._ •cloncrtornentll'W: 
~-1\. 

W, Wa1
1
,_1o 

Ml~I 

Before finaliZing ourollef, I esked the Listing Agent if they h,-•·-···
two-onewas a real estate developer and 0/\e wa5 from a '""""'""•""" 

bassy 

Please tel us ve any questions 

Be&t, 

Stanton Sc:nnepp 
Senior Managing Director of Sales 
202.997.6192 
stanlDn@compass.com 

J.offl· M1i:hl..tGo1d-1N, lffltfbawsMN,,.,,,_ 11ml 
Sant::Wedrw.of;,o.t.mMI' U 10177,llAM 
Jo: todif l'hlliJn, «JPi)llt!r,p[,nlM!P -
l1IO~·t.WJIA. '1/. I S.11111100 W,,-~l,<,l'llXX,0):6 
T 101711(;620010 101 IQl.6101 C m2'"6&11• 
mctt,,~:ericesew,1~ 

- ~ 
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History of the Property 



History of the property 

•Originally constructed in 1902 

• Owned and Operated by the Hungarian Government from 
1948-1951 

• Owned and Operated by the Colombian Government from 
1951-2017, with 25-40 Chancery Staff through October, 2015. 

• Sold to Federation of State Medical Boards on July 18, 2017 





Existing Space 

111&1ERO'rPl NW :•11.otcl•c><VJH ,,,,18,11~. ll<,11f~,1lh; 

WASHINGTON DC l0003 

2ofthe3 
full baths 
located in 
basement 

e,ooc;u n1rnw1t 
IUtGaMD'1.U'lYII 

• Square Footage: 11,813 

• Zoned R-3 

• Listing Details 
• 27 Bedrooms 
• 3 Full Baths 
• 3 Half Baths 

• Although listed as 
residential, marketed 
with embassy potential 



Existing Space 

• Conditions at closing 
• 18 offices 
• 4 conference rooms 
• Open cubicle layout 

• Consisted of 25-40 staff 
until October 2015, when 
most were relocated to a 
new location. 

• Building was used for 
storage and ancillary space 
from October, 2015, until 
July, 2017. 



Previously Existing Space Layout 

211& LEROY PLACE NW, WASHINGTON, OC 

www.1M'ft.l(IOI0"0011'Qtfl& t<iM 
M.l. UU~flA'l"IO'\it )IMt:H&l'IM~ .vt::> M IJAU ,OO'l'A(U( U l~Al"M A.CL Al'nilOio!Af! 

~ OMAYVM:'l' .. COM ACI\IAI. tff.J.1('1\.11(£, DIVEM&IOH~ ~A~ l(lNCltJNOtO. 

ESTIMATED SQUARE FOOTAGE: 10,600 (11,613 AS PER PU5LIC RECORD) 

1~; ~ 
· ·- ·~; :$1/:-. 

ENTRY LEVEL 
&'9" CEILING 

SECOND LEVEL 
&'CEILING 

THIRD LEVEL 
&'!5•CEJLING 

LOWER LEVEL 

rlhl:ill:tPAOOtlt 
29',rXZ:,'6· 

• Square Footage: 11,813 sq. ft. 

• Gross Floor Area: 10,825.03 sq. ft. 

• Attached garage for 1-2 cars. 



Proposed Use of Subject Property 

l 01-FIRST flOOR 

--- -,. 
t 1-----.. 

, ---------
' 1 I 

,-~~~ 
I --- -- - - 1 

I 

2 02-SEOOt-O flOOR 3,3..03-=.:..:.TH,,,_,RO,,,.,_Fl!""'OOR"'-'----- --

* Pre Ii min a ry Design and Layout 

."'·--··: 

= 

4 006'-SEtv'ENT LEVEL 

Proposed Office Space 
' , Lit • Board of Directors 
~ ' ··-

--.. 

Conference Room 
• Small Conference Rooms 
• Staff Offices and Break 

Areas 

Additional 
• General Building 

Improvements necessary 
• Compliance with SKHA and 

HPRB guidelines 
• Update for ADA 

Accessibility 
• Approval to invest a 

substantial amount to a 
quality renovation 



Proposed Operational Conditions 
•Permanent office location to provide services to member state and territorial medical boards 

•Maximum of 15 Employees with the ability to stretch to 20 on a temporary basis 
• Some Education/Assessment Positions currently located in TX may shift to DC to better coordinate with 

federal counterparts 

• Addition of 2-3 staff members focused on health or legal issues 
• Interns to assist policy and legal staff 

•Business hours of 8AM-6PM 

•Occasional meetings/visitors 

•No fundraisers or after hours parties, and limited receptions 

•One 4-day meeting of the Board of Directors per year 

•2-3 committee and workgroup meetings per quarter (limited to normal business hours) 



D.C. 

Only in D.C.: What to do when your 
neighbor is a foreign government 

"The Department takes this matter very seriously and understands the problems and challenges 

residents face when questions arise about a foreign government's maintenance of their property 

assets located in the District of Columbia," according to a statement from a department official. 

Usually, the country has a few options: Fix the building and move back in, or sell. But a foreign coup 

or bankruptcy could mean that a country doesn't have the political will or cash to act. 

"As long as a property is notified to us as used for diplomatic or consular purposes," the statement 

said, "it enjoys the corresponding level of inviolability. While this may restrict some actions by the 

District of Columbia, the rules of inviolability also protect reciprocally, United States diplomatic and 

consular properties abroad." 

- - -- -

Excerpt from a WaPo Article n 
By Jenna Portnoy September 8, 2017 



Commercial Real Estate 

Former Colombian embassy finds a buyer, new purpose 
By Michael Neibauer- Associate Editor, Washington Business Journal 
Nov 2 2017 11:18am 

D.C. Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton has recently taken up the cause of 

neighborhoods blighted by vacant properties owned by foreign governments. 

"When these buildings become vacant, run down or otherwise fall below the 

standards of other buildings in the area, they may pose health and safety risks 

and depress property values:' Norton wrote to Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 

in late August. 

The former Embassy of Colombia at 2118 Leroy Place NW in Kalorama is 

currently vacant, but it won't be for long. It will be the new D.C. home of The 

Federation of State Medical Boards, pending the approval of the city's Board of 

Zoning Adjustment. The federation has requested a special exception to use the 

8,100-square-foot building as an office for a nonprofit. 



Community Outreach 

- -- -------
1 
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Community Outreach 
October 4, 2017 
• ANC Commissioners Goldstein and Bender 

• Kindy French - (Sheridan Kalorama Historical Association) 

• Christopher Chapin (Sheridan Kalorama Neighborhood 
Council) 

Introductory Meeting - 90 minutes 

• FSMB provided a tour of property and explanation of 
potential use 

• FSMB indicated willingness to accept conditions like those at 
2110 Leroy (Friends of Lubavitch) 

FSMB Immediate Improvements at Request of Neighbo~r 

• Improved Landscaping and maintenance 

• Improve building lighting and provide lived-in feel 

• Improvements to security during pending application 

Fm1-n: C11illht"'" · ft.II,.., I (.\,c ,no.,, l--•ih ,nn;i~nc"tV5"'1 
Sr-ml F1xt,,,, Oetobr~ b .. >ill"' 11 !"' \M 
l o: tJuU., U,u! K. LAN<.. Jl).•t) <.JJOJ~?--L~·>, l.u( I i,.h <e:uh~ti,,h,,,1.1.0111> 
C,, NuJ; Fu .. d, < - Q.\t>IU:UU llc't> 

S0bj~11 R.r- -.118 Uu:.,) 

Ttu.11<, Prv T 11nt,. loltr • F l,u Th~ ntlv ,1.,11 mr·1t,""""•I dnt •· ff1U111'rl '111n1.i.1 f•fM"I<.,_ 'r.11 rt•~ 11,II- .i •t1 

lh.AI idv .. ·,IJlf',,.ll, 11 ....... Jtt 

Frome Bender. D.n'd R. '-'-~C 2.0Cn. 
Smu fudl:r, Oetobt-~ 6,201 ·? .H:t7 A.\( 
'rn, f ,,,.. F ,h, l,t~lfhr"11 Ft rn I. \'\lt , 1 ,o ,. 
t.:c, ~ Jn::tr 1, .... rh 
Snbjffll fl,. .?118 U.1c,f 

Fmm1 Fu, F ,h v6,b(a (Hnb mt> 
S..n11 Fud ..... 0~1oboo-t c, 1JI 6 l&O'I ~uf 
I 01 Lc.kbtm.\, Ulr~ L 1 :\,M .. J:004 
Cu Kiu..J) F,n:w.h. S..UW&~O.md R. ~A.~C lDOl1 
Sub;f'Ct1P..t· 2118Lft~· 

.\:J 
J h1t111gb1 °"'nt nfrhf' (nnt'NIU •~nl! Cft) ml'l t r • Ult ltvf"'hf-t 111 rl'lllli"'tl,I !hf' J'ffl,....I ~nrt11~ • IP'WI, ,..~, ,hlr1t1g,• 

1h,, Lllo,r\..;.jl' , ,)~U,'I"~ 

1. :\UIIU1t.JUCf' ou LU bac:I.J1.UI i''-" .wd 1;umeni..-1 ol ft0:111 bc:IUW,. udod.ng ccPtut:..;t, (0:t ,n.o.-/ .<f: rtmo\-:U 

2.. Pwd11a)l' •nd p:..ccncm tr.1011cho·1t d;(' tx11l<wig c( .:-ft,al lunp,, with UC"A> wt,1.ch •'Culd IX' on d..u.u~ bu,uKn 
holan and into dw t'ftJlul£ 
\ I lrgnl'"1 vnu "'J \)"trm inrhid,n,a ,;,~ Im ..,.,,v,." aoit M111t""'11') '" ,mnh- 11"1 fo, ~Mrnn, , 

A;tl.oilfl\ ,omewlut 1.wuo.., I l~r" clliue he-fi J.Usr ,,:,n~ 1,;t.:OC<1i...1, ibc.;11 tlw L\ f':I LI' i"I o c dw l.,..JJ...g ~;.d lw'.p 

.,..,,..n"" 1.h ... ua,l!Ul '"I 1.1C i. \JAAL 
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E.nc. a p!eui.ut cou...c ,-,,_ m d >'Ol.u ltUU ~ettacby. \'ou\-.. p I bsundftca.lw'& , udlou ou rCKu "to-do .. luL Good 
:!Ma to SUlt 'IA.1th om n.l-ighbo,:.h.ood gu:,upt aod app,eo.u. :ht: UIJ\I you 1pt"Jn ... ,.th ll• 



Community Outreach 
Dr. David Feigin (2120 Leroy Place) 

• In-person meeting at FSMB office on November 15, 
2017 

• Dr. Feigin was not representing the SKNC but 
indicated he was on the SKNC study committee 
formed to address FSMB application 

• FSMB intentions and potential use of property 
explained, including willingness to accept conditions 
on use 

• Dr. Feigin provided additional information to further 
FSMB understanding of standing water in alley, 
which was raised at October 4 meeting 

From: f ric Fish <oflshl!hmb.orp 
Sent: rhursdav, November 16. 2017 10:40 AM 
To: Oovld Felgln 

Cc: ffgm•il.com· L,.., A Rohm (FSMBI; Todd Ph,llip, 

Subject: Re. 21 18 Leroy Place 

Dr. f eigin -
Please share my email with all interested neighbors. I have also heard from Mr. Melman who appreciated 
our outreach and attention to some landscaping matters. He also referenced a potential need to do some 
tree work. I know that the SKHA has guidelines related to trees. Do you have a copy, or know where I could 
tlnd those guidelines so I can share with FSMB staff? 

Thank you again-
Eric 

On Nov 16, 2017, at 10:21 AM. David lce1gin~ > wrote: 

Eric, 

Thanks very much for meeting wilh me al such lenglh, and for the follo w-up. I ha"" already emailed 
all the neighbors lo tell them aboul our productive meeting. Would il be okay wilh you if I rorward 
your email lo them and lo SKNC committee members? 

Veiy best regard to you both, 

Dave 

David S. Fclgiil , MO 



Community Outreach 
Dan Melman (2114 Leroy Place) 

• Initial contact on November 13 with 
request to reduce lighting and 
duration of automated timers 

• Follow up contact indicated main 
concerns were the state of back yard 
trees and landscaping 

• Expressed gratitude for willingness to 
meet with neighbors and address 
issues related to the building 

From: ~Rogers Family [miul10 
Sen 1: Thur,<h.,, ~o,·«nll<"r 16, 201- 10:22 AM 
To: Enc Fi,l, <efi,h@fsmb org> 
Subjcc1: Re: 2118 Lttoy l'I•« 

~nwlcom) 

TI1,ank \'0\1 foe r~chmg out 10 us Also tlu1.11k you for ,ncclU\g w11h our 1\c!.ghbor Dive~ 

I d1d w:10.t to comintnd )·Our prompr ;i.ttcnhon 10 the front walk ar~ upon closing. J wul sar our oat> m:11or compaUlt about the 
cmlns.sy next door \\ilS tbat we could not get thtlll to tend 10 the pl:u\l.U)g, dong our c;Qmmon fem·c wluch have gown 01.1t o( 
conu-ol 111c fru.tt Lr«s clow:i t co d1c house throw down tnut w the tall, dt'lrl we have nggrcu.r\~dy pruned back whot we C-AJ'I reach tfou 
O\'C'r·hings our fcncr I 11,J,o t'cd tluu the large lttt u1 your N\X' cocucr tS not thnvmg and Jook.s ,1uite t2ggcd \'\'hen you m:ikc plans 
for rrno\"atton, \l'C' would e:ucout2gr ~·ou 10 han· thai CC'mowd. \X'c Ukd~· ":on't be abk to illcod the upcommg .'U.'\JC lnC'tti..ng b\11 
look forn·ard to hranng morC" of your p lans 

D 

011 \'\ 'cd, No'" 1)1 201- 21 10 25 A~f. Enc Fish <cfish@fa&nb org> wro1r: 
Mr. ~ 

As you may be a\1.0:lCC', tlte FS~IB w&JJ be 11ppt'iatu1g before the ANC2D llt'.'Xt ~lonclay, No,·embcr 20tl1 TI1c pucpo~c ol the 1ppcanncc 
ls to uttroduce the FS:\rB 10 lhc 11r1gbborhood sind dt.scu.s~ thC' polemutl u.,r ot 1hc 2118 Lero) Plsct' propcr1y for the FS~IB's 
Ad,·ocacy Office TI1e FSMB', Spocw Exception ,u1d \'aru111cc :\pphc,tion (•1t•chcd) wall be h=d br lhe Bure>u of Zoumg 
Ad1ustmc1ll on OecC"mbcr 20th 

Ahttd of the ANC 111crt1J\g and uc:xt inonth's h~nng. I u"tnlC'd to gave you the opporruJ\uy to ask any qursuons re,gardmg 1hr 
su,ohc2t1on, mtcus11y ol use and any unpact on yout ptOpo,J' Plt:2~ fed free to cmll.l or all me 21 202-463::4005 (office) or -

- (cell) 

1 tin also a\\'2.te dull rou h2ve 2lre2.dy IM:tu m cont.t<"t CC'gardmg iomC": changes to t..bc FSM.8', u1Jlt2.l unpro,·cme11u t.hsu weer discuued 
w11h neighborhood rcprcsC'&1lalt\0 cs (A.t'\JC commi.uioncrs, a.ud reprcsentativc.s from the Shrndan ~ I Ilstoncal Oistnct anrl thC' 
Sbc-nd:iu ~ ,l::sci&hhorhocl Counetl) ~nd hope the i!lsue celitcd 10 lightmg Wis bccu cc-solved to your satasfactio11. If the.re uc 
any outsta.nding issues 11:ffectmg rou 11nd your limuh''s cn10)"11\cn1 o.t youc p,opcrt,·, plca-K kl me know and 1 \\'tll ha,·e them addtesscd 
1mmcd.ia1dy 

Su1ecrdy, 
Eric Fi>h 
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Community Outreach 
ANC2D Presentation - November 20, 2017 

• FSMB (Dr. Chaudhry and Eric Fish) provided 20 minutes to introduce organization to FSMB and 
to answer questions from the ANC 

• FSMB expressed openness to conditions similar to those at 2110 Leroy Place 

• Questions from ANC Commissioners focused on issues of building size for current staffing levels, extent 
of impact brought on by periodic meetings, issues related to traffic 

• ANC allowed 20 minutes for SKNC and SKHA presentations 

• ANC allowed 20 minutes for public comment and question 



Special Exception Relief 



Zoning Commission and Special 
Exception Background 

•The ZC specifically voted to permit the "use of existing residential bui ldings and the land on 
which they are located by a nonprofit organization for the purposes of the nonprofit 
organization." 

•Purpose: "It is in the public interest to provide for the continued use and maintenance of large 
residential buildings within historic sites and districts, and it is in the public interest to maintain 
and preserve large residential buildings of historical and architectural significance which are not 
with in historic sites and districts." 

•Subject building is a Large building in need of full-scale interior restoration 

•Has been used as office space by t he Republic of Colombia from 1951 to October, 2015 

•Simi lar buildings sit on the market for over a year (2241 Bancroft Place, N.W., for example) which 
has been on the market for 495 days (as of today January 31, 2018) 



(1) Building is listed in the District of Columbia's Inventory of Historic Sites or, if the 
building is located within a district, site, area, or place listed on the District of 
Columbia's Inventory of Historic Sites 

The Building is listed in the Sheridan-Kalorama Historic District 



(2) The gross floor area of the building in question, not including other buildings on 
the lot, is ten thousand square feet (10,000 sq. ft.) or greater 

•Gross floor area, not including other buildings on the lot, is approximately 10,852 square feet 

•Not initially aware that a large percentage of the lower level - all of which was used by the 
previous owner - is included in the Gross Floor Area calculation 

•It was the Cullen BZA Order, for 2110 LeRoy, which alerted counsel to the fact that the Gross 
Floor Area may exceed 10,000 square feet. 

•On further investigation, including a topographical survey and GFA analysis by CAS Engineering, 
it was confirmed that the total GFA for the Building is 10,852 square feet. 



Letter from architect 

Fedef•lion ot St11t Mtdleal 8oerda 
1300 eonnerocu, Avenue. NW Surte 500 
Wa9h nglOI\ O C 20036 
Ann Eric Fish 

t!rtblfamb "' 
RE 2118 LeRoy PIOOe NW • Groos floo, Alea AnalyS,s 

~f;:/h WINGATE 
~ HUGHES 

RE: 2118 LeRoy Place. NW - Gross Floor Area Analysis 

Dear Mr. Fish: 

You have asked for a determination regarding the calculation of Gross Floor Area ("GFA ") for the building located 
on the property at 2118 LeRoy Place. NW (the "Building") 

As you know. our engagement with FSMB on this matter has included a Feasibility Study, which was undertaken 
for the purpose of providing information on required renovations to the building 1n order to satisfy requirements 
for potential office use by FSMB. This Study is preliminary in nature. as we have not determined the interior 
layout. type of finishes. and other such details. 

As part of this Study. however. we have evaluated the amount of Gross Floor Area within the Building. That 
analysis is included on Page 12 of the Study (Study attached as Exhibit A). For the lower level Gross Floor Area 
amount. we have based our analysis on the amount calculated by CAS Engineering in a Topographical 
Survey/Lower Level GFA analysis performed by them (attached as Exh1b1t 8) 

The total amount of Gross Floor Area in the Building 1s as follows: 

Total Gross Floor Area - Existln~ Conditions 
Basement Level 2.703.90 sf (out of a total floor area of 3.25 8 20) 
First Floor 3.042.56 sf 
Second Floor 2.663.54 sf 
Third Floor 2.415.03 sf 

Total Gross Floor Area 10,825.03 sf 



(3) Use of existing residential buildings and land by a nonprofit organization shall not 
adversely affect the use of the neighboring properties 

•When the Zoning Commission specifically adopted this area of special exception approval, it clearly 
expected that any nonprofit organization use would include a certain level of use 

•So the measurement of adverse affect is not against the backdrop of a vacant piece of land. 

•The expected impact of the proposed use should be compared to impacts one might expect from any 
large residential use, or a low-intensive nonprofit use (although the BZA has indeed approved some 
very intensive uses under this special exception - see Tudor Place). 

•The expected impact can also be compared against the previous use, and not the intermediate use 
between the winding down of the Cofombian chancery and the purchase by FSMB. 

•It can also be compared against other nonprofits approved for this relief. Including 2110 LeRoy, a 
building 3 doors down, smaller than 2118, for which 35 employees were approved. 

•It can also be compared to other potential permitted uses, including Embassy use, which is a matter
of-right use, or another chancery, which could be approved as a special exception. 

•By these standards, the proposed use, with 15-20 employees{ no cars on the street, very infrequent 
visitors or deliveries, no night or weekend use, easily meets tnis special exception condition. 



(3) Use of existing residential buildings and land by a nonprofit organization shall not 
adversely affect the use of the neighboring properties 

•Opposition letters imply that any use that is not residential will inherently adversely affect the use of 
neighboring properties, but the Zoning Commission, in adopting this framework, and the BZA, in 
approval in past cases, has indicated tflat a certain, conditioned~ level of nonresidential use is 
considered to not adversely affect the use of neighboring properties. 

•The relief is specifically enumerated to provide for non-profit use in historic, residential 
neighborhoods. 

•The FSMB is a solid citizen, providing a valuable nonprofit service to its member state licensing boards 
and to the state of health care in the country and in the District, including the District's own Board of 
Medicine. 

•The FSMB's proposed operations will be quite limited, and are significantly less intensive than the 
previous Corombian Chancery use, a use which some neighbors nave noted was barely noticeable, 
and did not substantially detract from the residential character of the neighborhood. 

•Similar case just three doors down from the Property, at 2110 Leroy (BZA Order No. 15555} where the 
Board approved a nonprofit office use for a building slightly smaller than the 2118 Leroy Building, 
with a limit of thirty-five (35} employees 



(3) Use of existing residential buildings and land by a nonprofit organization shall not 
adversely affect the use of the neighboring properties (contd.) 

•Office of Planning has proposed very strict conditions, well in excess of those approved for 2110 
LeRoy. The Applicant is in agreement with most of the conditions, and proposes minor changes 
with others which will not materially affect the overall use. 

•See next section regarding no adverse affect from parking and traffic. 

•See also later section addressing Opponents comments, which speak to the lack of potential 
adverse affect. 

- - - - - - --
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(4) The amount and arrangement of parking spaces shall be adequate and located to 
minimize traffic impact on the adjacent neighborhood; 

•Proposed non-profit office use is a use that is inherently quiet and generates little traffic 

•Currently two full-sized parking spaces on the Property and only eight full-time employees at the 
existing FSMB office in the District 

•Proposed use will generate no additional parking demand, and many office employees currently 
utilize public transportation. The previous use had 25-40 staff. The proposed is a significant reduction 
from that number. 

•Public parking garage about .2 miles from the Property, located at 1825 Connecticut Avenue 

•Washington Hilton garage is .1 mile from the Property, FSMB would direct out of town guests to stay 
here, limits any potential additional vehicle traffic 

•While most of Applicant's current staff use public transportation, any drivers will be required to park 
in these garages and not in the residential neighborhood 

•Applicant does propose to have a cap of no more than twenty-five (25) staff in the office at any given 
time, although current plans contemplate an initial staff of about ten (10) 

- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - ------
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Location of Garages: Universal North 
Garage 
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Location of Garages: Universal South 
Garage 
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Location of Garages: Washington Hilton 
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(5) No goods, chattel, wares, or merchandise shall be commercially created, 
exchanged, or sold in the residential buildings or on the land by a nonprofit 
organization, except for the sale of publications, materials, or other items related to 
the purposes of the nonprofit organization 

•No goods, chattel, wares, or merchandise will be commercially created, exchanged or sold in the 
residential buildings or on the land by a nonprofit organization, except for the sale of 
publications, materials, or other items related to the purposes of the nonprofit organization. 

----------~----- -- -~--~- - - - - -~--------------
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I 

(6) Any additions to the building or any major modifications to the exterior of the building or to the site shall require 
approval of the Board of Zoning Adjustment after review and recommendation by the Historic Preservation Review 
Board with comments about any possible detrimental consequences that the proposed addition or modification 
may have on the architectural or historical significance of the building or site or district in which the building is 
located; 

•The Applicant is not planning to modify the exterior of the Building or the site beyond those that 
are necessary, and approved by the HPO, to provide access in compliance with ADA 
requirements 

- - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - -- - - - - - -- - - -- -------- -- - - -- -
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Addressing Opponents' Comments 



Opponents' Comment 

•Claim: Use Will adversely affect through bus and vehicular traffic and "permanently" removing 
a property from residential use. 

•FSMB does not have buses, nor will they have them, or contract for them; nor will 
employees or guests arrive by bus (unless they arrive by Metro Bus off of Connecticut 
Avenue}. 

•All driving staff, other than the CEO parking in the garage space, will be required to park 
off-site, in one of the three noted nearby parking garages. 

•Guests and visitors are very infrequent. Average once a week. 

•Employees do not "come and go" in the course of the day. 

1 -------------------~ 
I 
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Opponents' Comment 

•Claim: The Percentage of Residential (75%) precludes approval; Erodes the features inherent 
to residentia I uses 

•This relief is only permitted in historic, residential zones. The Opponent's primary and oft
repeated argument (that this is a residential neighborhood) is actually a prerequisite for seeking 
this approval. Opponent does not say why the Kalorama neighborhood should be exclusively 
exempted from the Zoning Commission's intent for this special exception. 

•The 75% percentage does not change as a result of this proposal. The Applicant is not taking an 
existing residential use out of circulation. The property has been used for nonresidential 
purposes for the last 65+ years, and that use will be reduced, while the Building will be restored 
and maintained. 

•Neighbors have commented on the record that during 2014, when the Colombian Chancery still 
had 25-40 staff working at 2118 LeRoy, that the use appeared to be extremely limited. Mr. 
Guinee, across the street, has noted that at this time the chancery use "did not substantially 
detract from the residential character of the neighborhood" para. 18 of his filing from last night. 

------ ---- - - . - - - . -- . -- - - -- -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - - ----~ -
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Opponents' Comment 
•Claim: Chancery Use was Reduced in Recent Years 

•The Colombian Ambassador has informed the Applicant that the Chancery use was in place, with 
25-40 staff, until October, 2015, and was used for storage and ancillary space after that, until it 
was sold to FSMB in July, 2017. 

•The Opponents argue on one hand that vacancy or limited use is bad, as it does when it says 
that FSMB not being there at night and on weekends is a bad thing, and then at other times the 
Opponents argue that limited use is good, as when they argue the chancery use was so valued 
for it's alleged limited use (which, as it turns out, was substantially more intense than what 
FSMB has agreed to, regarding staff numbers). 

•Immediate Neighbors have expressed concern about certain items which were neglected by the 
previous owner; items which the Applicant immediately addressed, including lighting, 
landscaping, and other issues. 



Opponents' Comment 
•Claim: Chancery Use was Reduced in Recent Years 
• P. 17 from Opponent Statement: "The Applicant claims that the proposed office use will not 

inflict greater impacts than the previous chancery use. However, in order to make this 
determination, facts relating to the former chancery use must be presented so that a fair 
comparison can be made. These facts are not included in the Applicant's materials. Rather, the 
only proffered evidence is that the Chancery Building use became very limited after 2007, and 
that it is vacant now." 

•We agree with the Opponent's statement above, and in response to their contention that the 
Building had limited use since 2007, we asked for and received a letter from the Ambassador 
noting that full use of the Building continued through October 2015 with 25-40 staff, and all the 
attendant functions from such a use. 



Letter from the Colombian Ambassador 

S-EUSWHT-18- 0 1 0 8 

Mr. 

EncFlsn 

Vice Ptti!dent of Legal ~s 

Federation of State Medical Boards 

I.JOO Conn«tkut Ave., NW 
W1shln1ton DC, 20008 

~o'A~&mk 
'1l{ukp,1~,1, _r;g_ 'if. 

Wash~ton DC, January 2 ... 2018 

Dear Mr. Fish 

I am wrltlnc to you in rHf)Onse to the Inquiry reprdinc former Colombian Government property and 
usa,e of tl'le house loated at 2118 Leray Pl. NW, Washl111ton DC, 20008. 

I he~ pruent the followtnc facts.: 

• The Go\'emmmt of Colombia pun:hased the a~ntloned p,.r,y In 1951, from tM 
G<>vemmNlt of Hunc,ry and was used u the Embusy of the Republic of Colombi.l in the Un fled 

States (0,.nc.llervl from 1951 to October 2015. 

• The G!Mmment of Colomb!A uMCI lhe property as a functional Embusy with approximately 

25-40 full lime diplomats, admlnlstr111Yt asslsQnts and mHltary penonnet. 

• The Republic of Colombia moYed Its oi-ratlons to a ,_ loation In October 2015, brina-. 
toe~ all the Colombian agencies pl'fs.ent In DC to a sincle locatlon. Howeyer, Colombia 
maintiined the property at 2118 Leray Pl., lndudinc uslrc the buildinc tor S1or.ge and 01h11 
auxiliary functions up unUI Ille time of sale In July 2017. 

• All the contrKU fof utlUtles, Janitortal ""11ces, security, inswanc. and prdenlrc wiere In ton:e 
until the Ume of the sale. 

Sl,icereiy, 

ui, ,usSACUU•&TTS AVENl.'8 , "'IW • ..-ASHINC.,TQllii. DC UUt T8l.t ztz.JS,.IJJI 
.,...,.. , 01..0,,11"-t.••• 01, • ,. w'""' o,co1.ow•, ... c0Lou 11Arw a o ac 



I Embassy of Colombia US II 
Vice President Garz6n, 
Ambassador Villegas Meet with 
leader of Human Rights Watch in 
Washington, DC 
On January 9 , Colombian Vice 
Presktent Angelino Garz6n and 
Ambassadof luts Canos VIiiegas met 
with Jose MJguef Vivanco. E>CeCUtive 
Director of the Human Rights Watch 
Amer~ OMsion. In Washington, DC 

2014 Meeting (via Colombian Embassy Flickr) 

Previous Use 
January 27, 2010- Press Releases - PRESS RELEASE. Embassy of 

-- Colombia. January 26, 2010 The Embassy of Colombia in 

Washington D.C. will host a press conference by Colombian Vice 

President Francisco Santos, on Friday.January 29th, 2010, at 2 :00 

p.m. ,in the offices of the Colombian Embassy, at 2118 Leroy Place, 

NW. Vice President Santos will travel to Washington to participate 

in a conference organized by the United States Institute of Peace 

and the lnteramerican Dialogue, where he will present Colombia's 

experience in the Universal Periodic Exam (UPI). The UPI is a 

process developed in 2006 by the United Nations Council on 

Human Rights, in which the human rights situation of each of the 

192 member states is evaluated. To confirm your attendance to 

Vice President Santos' press conference, or for more information, 

please email Muni Jensen, Press Secretary, at 

moj@colombiaemb.org. BOLETN DE PRENSA. Embajada de 



Response to OP's 
Proposed Conditions 

- -- -
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Response to OP's Proposed Conditions: 
Office hours of operation will be 8am to 6pm Monday through Friday 

• Applicant agrees to this condition 

Staff and visitor parking will be in nearby parking garages and on-street parking will not be 
allowed 

• Applicant agrees to this condition 

All deliveries will be restricted to weekday office hours 
• Applicant agrees to take best efforts on this condition. Deliveries are from Amazon about once every 

two weeks. Delivery times are not necessarily predictable. But they will be very infrequent. 

The Applicant and the ANC shall establish a neighborhood liaison 
• Applicant agrees to this condition and looks forward to building a strong and lasting relationship with 

the Kalorama community. 



Response to OP's Proposed Conditions: 
-- -- -~ -- ----- -- -- --

No additional or external alterations to the existing building 
• Applicant agrees but would like to qualify that there be no alterations "beyond those necessary, and 

approved by the HPO, to provide access in compliance with ADA requirements" 



Response to OP's Proposed Conditions: 
Loading will be restricted to the alley 
• Applicant would like clarification as to what constitutes loading vs. delivery 

• Once renovation is complete and the space is furnished, "loading" will be extremely rare. 

• Deliveries to the alley, by FedEx or Amazon, in Applicant's opinion, are not advisable, nor would they be 
desired by those living on Bancroft backing up to the alley. 

• Deliveries are so infrequent as to not adversely affect the use of any property by having a front delivery 
about once a week. This is a level of frequency in line with or less than the typical residential use. 

• Amazon deliveries often happen together with other deliveries on a street, and a requirement to deliver 
in the rear may just create an unnecessary additional trip. 

• Deliveries may still show up in the front. If Applicant directs to the back, that defeats the purpose of this 
condition. 



Response to OP's Proposed Conditions: 
A maximum of 15 employees may work on-site 
• The Applicant will agree to a condition of fifteen (15) full-time staff, with flexibility for space of up to five 

(5) temporary or visiting staff, for a total not to exceed twenty (20) staff. This would be a substantial 
reduction from the Colombian Chancery use that took place up until October, 2015. 

•Case 15555- 2110 Leroy Place, NW 
• Opposed by the ANC and neighbors 

• Permitted to have 35 employees 

• Building was "'900 sf. Less Gross Floor Area than the 2118 Building 

• No term limit was proposed by OP or levied by BZA 



Response to OP's Proposed Conditions: 
Annual meetings and events will not be held at the subject property and will be held off-site 
• Restrictive condition- see handout showing the types of meetings FSMB is proposing, typical of office 

use 



Response to OP's Proposed Conditions: 

The Non-Profit use will be approved for a period of 5 years 
• The Applicant finds this condition unprecedented and unjustified. 

• Limiting the Applicant to 5 years is not conducive to building a productive rapport with the surrounding 
community; i.e., it lends itself to creating more contention between the Applicant and the 
neighborhood to have to do this again in 5 years. 

• FSMB is planning on investing substantial amounts into a high-quality restoration of the Building. It is 
patently unjust- particularly in light of the very restrictive conditions otherwise - to levy a 5 year term 
limit on this proposed use. 

• FSMB will accept whatever time period the Board sees fit, but feels strongly that no time limit is 
warranted, and a 5-year term is certainly much too short. 

• The recently new practice of putting a time limit on this approval runs counter to the Zoning 
Commission's objective of preserving and maintaining larger buildings. 



Response to OP's Proposed Conditions: 
The Non-Profit use will be approved for a period of 5 year 

•Traditionally, these approvals have NOT included time limits. The Tudor Place Foundation was an 
extraordinary case, with the potential for adverse effect so real that a time limit was required to 
monitor that situation, a situation which includes daily bus tours, and weddings and parties with 
up to 500 participants. The proposed use here bears no resemblance to the potential adverse 
effect in that case, and cannot reasonably be used as a model for a time limit in this case. 

•Case No 19674-1670 31st Street, NW (Tudor Place Foundation Case) 
• Opposed by the neighbors 

• Limited to 5 years because they were permitted to hold regularly scheduled tours (10 per day), 7 days a 
week, had issues with bus traffic bringing tour groups to the property, and were permitted to hold: 
• 6 events per year with up to 500 attendees per event; 

• 10 events per year with up to 199 attendees per event; and 

• 15 events per year with up to 99 attendees per event 
• And weddings/wedding receptions with up to 75 people 



Other Conditions: Satisfied 
1) Documentation that the building meets the 10,000 square foot requirement 
• See submission from the Applicant's architect 

2) Information regarding expected deliveries and visitors 
• Addressed by Eric Fish 

3) BZA concur with the Zoning Administrator determination that Applicant qualifies as a Non
Profit 
• Addressed earlier: See charter and previous BZA Cases approving non 501(()(3} organizations 
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