
 
 
 

 

 
Chairperson Marnique Heath 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street NW, Suite 210S 
Washington, DC 20001 
bzasubmissions@dc.gov 
 

December 30, 2015 
Re: BZA Case No. 19112 – Support for Project  

Dear Members of the Board:  

As owners and occupants of 305 Taylor St NW that have lived at our home for just under 
two years, we are writing to express our support for the proposed project at 307 Taylor Street 
NW and to revoke our application for party status in opposition in this case.  

Since the initial application, our neighbors, the owners/developer and we have worked 
closely to revise the project’s design so that it is acceptable to all of us involved in the 
negotiations.  The new design, which limits the basement and 1st floor addition to a maximum of 
20 ft back, the 2nd story addition to a maximum of 12 ft back, and preserves the front porch and 
design elements of the front façade, is the result of extensive collaboration between the 
developer and neighbors.  To give the BZA members a sense of the extent of the work that has 
gone in to reaching this agreement, we and other members of the community began reaching out 
to our ANC representative and organizing amongst ourselves at the end of August; our ANC 
representative, Ms. Crowley, met with the developers in September; we held our first meeting 
with the owners and developers of 307 Taylor St NW in mid-October 2015; and we reached a 
final agreement on the designs for a 3-unit building at the beginning of December - that is an 
over four month process of community organization and education, and negotiations. We were 
extremely lucky to have within our community a retired ANC commissioner, architects, city 
planners, and active and passionate citizens.  

The revised design is a significant improvement over the first submission that covered 60 
percent of the lot with a 40 foot pop-back; the scale of which the developer could do by-right. 
My husband and I have chosen to support the property owners/developer’s request for a special 
exception to be able to convert 307 Taylor St NW from a single-family home into three units 
because through extensive negotiations we were able to prevent the complete loss of light, air, 
and enjoyment of our property. I believe that the current project designs will have a manageable 
affect on our light and air, and that the privacy and use and enjoyment of our property will not be 
significantly compromised.    

Because the project is the result of the developer and neighbors working together, we 
believe the Board should approve it.  We are attaching the settlement agreement reached with the 
owners/developer of 307 Taylor St NW as further evidence of what we agreed to and just how 
much work went into arriving at this agreement. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Katherine Filardo 
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Washington, DC 20011 
 

    
























