
DOLLY LANGDON CHAPIN 
1628  29th Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20007    Tel: 202-337-3999 email: dlchapin@msn.com 
 
Mr. Lloyd Jordan, Chairman 
District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441  4th Street, NW, Suite 210S 
Washington, DC  20001        Tel: 202-727-6311   email: bzasubmissions@dc.gov 
 
September 11. 2015 
 
RE: BZA Case No. 19097 (1626  29th Street, NW) 
(Application from new owners, Mr. Abbe Lowell and Mrs. Molly Meegan, for 
Special Exception in order to build a rear addition to the 1626 29th St. house) 
 
Dear Mr. Jordan and Members of the Board: 
 
I have been advised that the Board of Zoning Adjustment has scheduled BZA 
Case No. 19097, Application for a Special Exception, on its Expedited Review 
Calendar for your meeting on October 20th. At the direction of Clifford Moy, 
Secretary of your Board (via telephone), and Stephen Varga, District of Columbia 
Zoning Specialist (via letter and telephone), I am writing to ask you to remove 
this matter from the October 20th Expedited Review Calendar and to reschedule 
it for a public hearing.  
 
Case #19097 concerns a property at 1626 29th Street, NW, in the 1600 block of 
29th Street, on the east side of Georgetown between Q and R Sts.  I am the 
immediate next-door neighbor, owner of a property at 1628 29th Street, and am 
strongly opposed to this addition, both in principle and for personal reasons. 
 
In brief, I am not in favor of an addition to the 1626 house because: 
 

1) the new building would not conform to the lot coverage allowed by DC 
regulations, and 

2) Such an addition could set an alarming precedent for this already 
crowded block of row houses. 

 
 RE DC zoning regulations: I have learned that the DC regulations were 

extensively revised as recently as 2013, for implementation in 2014. For 
the owners of 1626 29th Street to ask for a Special Exemption to these 
rules so soon after these revisions seems to be both a precipitous and 
highly irregular request. 

 
 RE size of proposed addition at 1626: the proposed addition at 1626 

would actually extend 18 feet into the back garden beyond the rear of the 
existing house (12 feet from the rear wall, plus 6 feet including brick 
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landing and steps), rather than 12 feet as stated in the 1626 Application, 
thus increasing its volume. It’s my understanding that the current DC 
zoning rules were put into place to curtail such overbuilding. 

 
 RE an alarming precedent: I fear that such an addition would set an 

encouraging precedent for other houses in this block of 29th Street, as well 
as for other properties in Georgetown where the owners would like to 
enlarge their houses. 

 
For example, I also have new neighbors at 1624 29th Street, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jeb Donohue. 1624 is attached to 1626 with a party wall and so is the 
other next-door neighbor to 1626. Both houses were designed and built by 
the same builder, and have similar floor plans and back gardens; 1624 
and 1626 actually mirror each other in layout. Because 1624 and 1626 
both have “front doors” on the side, rather than in the front, when viewed 
from the street, their connecting facades are often mistaken for a single 
residence rather than 2 adjoining ones. 
 
Mr. Donohue has already— earlier this summer-- petitioned for approval of 
installation of an underground garage beneath his back garden. In 
reviewing the Lowell/Meegan Application to the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment for a Special Exemption, I noted that Mr. Donohue has also 
filed a letter with this Board in support of the 1626 addition. If the 
construction at 1626 is approved, I would not be surprised if Mr. Donohue 
– and perhaps others – would propose similar additions, thus further 
increasing the building density on this block. 

 
 RE addition to the rear of my house at 1628: 

Although I do have an addition at the rear of my house at 1628, this 
addition was built in l985, some 30 years ago, under very different 
circumstances. 
 
As I explained to the new owners and their architect, my lot is larger than 
theirs – a good 21 feet longer in the rear. The DC Public service alley that 
runs behind the adjacent houses on this block of 29th Street (1620, 1622, 
1624 and 1626), dead-ends at my side (southern) lot line. My property 
thus abuts the alley and provides access on the side, rather than providing 
rear access as it does for the other houses. My lot then extends up a 
hillside an additional 21 feet beyond the 1626 lot to abut at its rear the 
backyard of the Ein property at 2920  R Street. 
 
Furthermore, many years before my husband bought the 1628 property in 
the early 70’s, previous owners had constructed a small raised semi-
circular brick terrace at the rear of the house. Our addition was thus built 
atop this existing terrace so that the house remained within its existing 
footprint. 



Other points to consider : 
 
 In the new owners’ application for Special Exception, the architect goes to 

great lengths to repeatedly describe the proposed addition as “modest,” 
“diminutive,” “small,” and “only one story.” Yet even this size of an addition 
– extending 18 feet beyond the existing building into the garden – 
represents a significant volume, diminishing the already limited open 
green space behind our houses. 

 
 Although I would see only the rooftop of the new addition, I would still feel 

its volume affected my privacy. Now that we have summer, trees and 
shrubbery do provide some sort of barrier, but when winter comes, the 
narrow space between our houses is very bare and exposed. 

 
 Any sort of addition also inevitably affects the quality of air and light in my 

garden, separated only by a fence from the 1626 property.  
 
 I’m also concerned about potential extensive construction abutting the rear 

of my garden. As far as I know now, Mark and Sally Ein, who own this 
property (formerly the Katherine Graham estate at 2920 R Street), have 
pending plans for renovations to the house and surrounding land. The 
Eins have spent considerable time and money with various proposals to 
enlarge the house and update the property, but have consistently met with 
vigorous resistance from their neighbors and the Georgetown community 
at large. Whether the Eins continue to seek permissions for updates or 
not, the size of this lot would be tempting for building by any owner. 

 
 I’ve lived at 1628 29th Street for 35 years, and have often been inside the 

house at 1626. This is a gracious, commodious three-story house (plus 
basement) that was extensively renovated, including a new kitchen, just 4 
years ago. It has several bedrooms and baths on the upper 2nd and 3rd  
floors, a good-sized living room, entry hall, dining room, and kitchen on the 
first floor, and a finished apartment on the basement level, suitable for an 
au pair or in-law suite, guest rooms, even a rental unit. I wonder if the new 
1626 owners have considered reconfiguring any of these rooms, 
especially the kitchen, to accommodate their wishes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Jordan, I hope that you and your Board will understand my reasons for 
objecting to the1626 29th plans for an addition, and will recommend that these 
plans be denied a Special Exception. Above all, I am seriously concerned about 
overbuilding in my Georgetown neighborhood. Please contact me by telephone 
or email at the addresses above if you have any questions or need further 
information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dolly Langdon Chapin 
 
CC:  Mr. Clifford Moy, Secretary Board of Zoning Adjustment 
 Mr. Stephen Varga, Zoning Specialist, DC Office of Zoning 
 Dr. Monica Roache, ANC 2E Commissioner 
 Ms. Leslie Maysak, Executive Director ANC 2E 
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