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My name IS John Boardman I am Executive Secretary-Treasurer of UNITE HERE Local 25 a 
uruon of over 6,500 hotel workers m the D C metropolitan area working to create middle class 
JObs withm the hotel mdustry m the Dtstnct of Columbia I have over 35 years expenence m the 
hotel mdustry Local 25 has been on the comer of 1Oth & K Streets for more than 40 years and a 
part of our natiOn's cap1tal smce 193 8 

We are the owners of our office space one block away from the proposed hotel development 
The applicant's proposal to provtde no parking at all represents a senous confhct With our work 
as an orgaruzatwn of hotel workers Furthermore, based on our experience in the hotel mdustry, 
we beheve th1s proposal to bmld a new hotel near the conventiOn center, w1thout providing 
parkmg, would sigruficantly 1mprur the mtent and purpose of the zomng regulatiOns to ensure 
adequate parking for rest dents and VISitors Therefore, we ask that you deny the applicant's 
request for a variance of the reqmrement to prov1de 64 off-street parking spaces 

The proposal would cause a detriment to the public good 

I want to discuss how this proposal Impacts Local 25 and Its membership. Our union office 
houses several functiOns whtch frequently require our members to VISit us for hours at a time 

Ftrst, our staff 1s dedicated to representmg the mterests of our membership On a datly basts, we 
have hotel workers VISiting the office for help on Issues rangmg for seeking assistance for a work 
place Issue to filmg for a pension 

Second, we are a democratic orgaruzatwn The maJor declSlons we make are approved at our 

Executive Board and full membership at meetings These meetmgs occur on a regular basts, and 

mvolve the attendance of up to 300 members 
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Third, our staff proVIdes trammg to our rank-and-file leaders and membership on a regular basis 
Trrumng session often see up to 300 of our rank-and-file leaders and members commg to the 
office for a half-day or full-day sessions 

Fourth, our members also frequently take action to help fellow hotel workers or others m the city 
to promote progressive social change m the District Our office serves as a hub for members to 
gather and prepare for those actiOns 

Fifth, our contract negotiations are held usmg an "open session" format This allows any 
member to attend the bargaming who Wishing to attend On average those sessions draw 200-
300 workers Bargammg takes an enormous amount oftime Our last maJor set of negotiatiOns 
mvolved more than 60 sessions or related meetings 

In all of these cases, it is very rmportant to who we are and what we do that our members can 
easily access our office and participate m the life of the umon Even though our contract makes It 
possible for our members to support therr famtlies by workmg hard at one JOb, our members are 
not necessartly m a posihon to splurge on garage parking Many of our members do not have 
cars, but many of them do come from less accessible parts of the city, and for many of them, 
drivmg IS the most efficient way for them to get to our office and still be able to manage theu 
daily tasks 

Already, It IS often difficult for our members to find street parkmg when they VISit their umon 
The problem IS particularly acute dunng conventiOns or peak tounsm penods As the area around 
the convention center contmues to develop, the Situation IS only gomg to get worse What we do 
not need IS another mflux of hotel guests scroungmg the neighborhood for street parking-which 
we know they already do when forced to search for a garage to park m 

The proposal would impair the intent and purpose of the zoning regulations 

Furthermore, based on our expenence m the hospitality mdustry, we believe the applicant's 
proposal to develop a hotel Without parkmg would sigmficantly Imprur the mtent and purpose of 
the zomng regulatiOns 

The mrun problem With this proposal IS that the neighborhood already faces penods of severe 
congestion and parkmg shortages based on the volume of tounst and convention traffic It IS 
worth pomtmg out that the applicant's traffic study happened to avmd one of these penods 

The conventiOn center area IS already dense with hotel uses If this were an office or residential 
proJect the demand for parking would be roughly constant and predictable However, as With any 
hotel near the convention center, this proJect would have the highest Impact durmg conventions 



and dunng peak tounst season Because It Will add another hotel to an area which IS already very 
dense with hotels, it Will create the highest unmet demand for parking 10 our neighborhood at the 
worst possible tunes 

There IS not much reason to beheve that this hotel Will requrre substantially fewer parking spaces 
than other hotels near the conventiOn center As the applicant argues, It IS possible the hotel's 
small rooms may discourage some famihes from stay10g, on the other hand, the lower pnces may 
have the opposite effect, especially for small families In any case, It IS unlikely the effect Will be 
substantial either way. People Will still dnve to the Distnct and to this hotel 

The zoning regulatiOns proVIde some guidance on how the need to provide parking should vary 
10 different situations. For example, 10 a C-3-C zone such as the one 10 which the proposed hotel 
lies, only one parking space IS requued for every four hotel rooms That is not an excessive 
requrrement-It assumes that less than a quarter of guests Will be dnv10g (because some 
employees dnve). In fact, the applicant's traffic study estimated a mode spht of25% auto usage 
for hotel guests We do not dispute this estimate. 

The applicant has argued that the site's proximity to Metrorail stations should obVIate the hotel's 
need to provide parkmg However, It IS extremely common for C-3-C zones to be located Within 
walk10g distance to Metro The zomng code does not contemplate that guests will refram from 
dnvmg to a hotel near the Metro. In fact, section 2104 1 of the zomng regulatiOns specifically 
addresses this situatiOn and proVIdes for only a 25% reductlon 10 the number of required parkmg 
spaces for proJects very close to a Metro statiOn Furthermore, the exemption does not even 
apply to this proJect because the closest Metro statiOn (McPherson Square) IS roughly 1,500 feet 
away from the site-nearly tWice the distance reqwred for the exemption At most, the rehef 
granted to this project should not exceed the 25% relief granted to proJects located extremely 

close to a Metro station. 

Fmally, I find It mappropnate for the applicant to request rehef from the requrrements for 
parkmg and for a rear yard at the same time One of the reqmrements for bemg granted rehef 
from the rear yard reqwrements 1s that the bwldmg plan provides adequate space for off-street 
functiOns includmg parking As proposed, this proJect does not provide adequate space for 
parkmg Even If the applicant were to demonstrate that the lack of parkmg provtded would not 
be detnmental to the pubhc 10terest-whlch we don't think they do--they would stlll frul to meet 
the pla10-language standard that the proJect must provide adequate space for off-street functiOns, 

10cludmg parking 

In short, we are concerned that this proJect Will undermine our work as an organization of hotel 
workers, thousands of whom live and work 10 the Dtstnct Our members need to be able to VlSlt 
our office on a regular basts and they depend on consistently avrulable street park10g for that to 



happen Unfortunately, such parkmg can be Impossible to come by durmg the frequent and 
sometimes unpredictable boom penods for the hotels nearby Tlus proJect threatens to exacerbate 
this situatiOn Further, this proJect would lffiprur the purpose of the zomng regulatiOns regardmg 
parkmg whlch 1s to ensure adequate access to parkmg for restdents and vtsitors to the 
netghborhood Therefore, we urge you to reJect the applicant's proposal to construct tills hotel 
Without provtdmg parkmg m our neighborhood 

Thank you for very much for takmg these 1ssues mto account 

### 


