
Rosalind Knapp

1011 E Street, SE

Washington, DC 20003

June 15, 2015

Chairman Lloyd Jordan

DC Board of Zoning Adjustment

441 Fourth Street, NW, Suite 108

Washington, DC 20001

Re: BZA Case No.: 18992

Dear Chairman Jordan,

I am a resident of the District of Columbia and reside at 1011 E Street, SE. My home is two doors away

from the proposed project at 1013 and 1015 E Street, SE. The purpose of this letter is to express my

concern over the potential effect of this construction project on a stately elm that is situated on my

property but graces the entire block. Attached to this letter is a picture of the tree, Exhibit A.

The tree has been assessed by several arborists over the last several months, and I have had the

opportunity to talk to the developer of the proposed project. My understanding is that the developer is

working on a “mitigation” plan, although I have not seen such a plan. In essence, the consensus among

these individuals is that while there are no certainties, the tree potentially is endangered by the

proposed development of the 1015 E Street, SE, site, as well as by the developer’s plans for 1013 E

Street, SE. Attached also to this letter is a copy of the report issued by Keith Pitchford, which essentially

states that the tree is showing signs of stress, and due to its size alone, any significant damage to its

extensive root system could well result in the tree’s demise. If this were to happen, it would be a

tremendous aesthetic loss to the neighborhood.

I strongly urge the Board to require the developer to take the steps required to maximize the chances of

survival for the tree. This would include, but not be limited to, 1) engagement of a professional with the

authority to review and approve the construction plans as they relate to the tree’s root system, as well

as the opportunity to monitor execution of the approved plan; 2) an opportunity for the community to

review this mitigation plan; and 3) that the developer be required to communicate with and

accommodate any concerns of Steve McKindley-Ward of the District’s Urban Forestry Administration.

Thank you for your attention to this very important consideration, and I am happy to provide any further

information required by the Board.

Respectfully,

Rosalind Knapp

Encl.: Exhibits A and B
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