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The 1873 opening of the Baltimore
& Ohio Railroad Merropolitan
line gave Gilbert an opportunity
to create a new community where
downtown workers could enjoy
the benefits of country living.
The new line stretched from the
heart of Washi ngton, DC, north
to Point of Rocks near rhe W.:st
Virginia border. Gilbert (hlls,:
the point when: th.: r:lilrll:ld
tracks crossed into M:lryi:I!1,1 :IS
the site for T"kolll;1 1';lrk. Ivbny
of the names Oil this I1N\ st.rt ion
map aretamTIi:,r ;ISIvkt n I S!\'U.'

rodav. (Map fn>1l1Till' ,\Ie,: :\
History of ehe ;\IL'rr"I"'/lIdll llrnll.:h
(If eht' 13[.1'( ) /</lilr"d,/ l-v SlIsan
SIlllerhl'rlC, 1',,"II,llnl l-v r1w
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a library, and additional churches. As local ynung men marched off to World \'(/ar [I, residents
II )ened their homes to an influx of \-;artime workers, such as nurses at Walter Reed Hos 1i'" sr
aCrLlSSGeorgia Avenue, and' "government gir s" w 0 came (L) Washington to wlll'k in wartime
government agencies. Residents planted victory gardens, kept watch for enemy planes, and
installed blackout curtains.

Barely a decade later, successive waves of controversy rocked Takoma Park. When the State
of Maryland proposed [0 route a 10-lane freeway through residential neighborhoods, sustained
opposition by citizens not only averted the destruction of 200 houses, it helped shift the state's
metropolitan transportation strategy from road changes-to mass transit. Residents on both
sides of the boundary line worked to protect the old houses and fight high-rise development by
creating historic districts in the heart of the community. Takoma, DC, residents joined nearby
District neighborhoods to establish Neighbors, lnc., with the goal of fosterrng raciallv integrated
communities. Later, on the Maryland side, Takoma Park declared itself a sanctuary for Central
American refugees, a nuclear-free zone, and a green city. On both sides, citizens gained a reputation
for engagement and social action that remains a defining characteristic of the community as
a whole.

As Takoma Park enters the 21st century, citizens stilt value the small-town atmosphere, tree-
shaded streets and neighborhoods, and particularly a shared commitment to cornrnunitv life that
links the past, present, and future.
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CREATING A COMMl
1883-1900

III the decadesfollowing the Civil War, the federal government and the
1\1 grllw. New communities grew up along the railroad lines radiating ,IU

.1" .iccommodate the expanded federal workforce. Though dependent or
-vrviccs of WashingtOn. these suburbs were frontier developments, anJ thW"I"" he determined, to a great extent. by the interests and involvemeru
-ouu-, it was simply business. For Benjamin Franklin Gilbert, it was mud,

By 1883, Gilbert had gained confidence and maturity as an entrep:
.lcveloper, He had operated the Temperance Dining Room downtown 01

tllrning his attention to building and selling houses in the city. At age 4
l'lllhark 1lI1 a grander effort, drawing on personal ideals as well as busine
1l1'W conununitv that would be his focus for the remainder of his life. 5
,uirL'" his vision as the setting for a stable, pastoral, family-focused commu
h"rder between the District and Maryland, He had scouted well, as the H
n.u urul springs and the Sligo Creek as a fresh water supply and forests wit]
,111.1h-:a,!ty, At 350 feet above sea level, Takoma Park promised relief ~ro[
-uu-lls pt summer in urban DC. Property covenants prohibiting the sale :
l'Il,"rL' against the intrusion of destabilizing and immoral elements. And
,'''"1111lltl! into the city.

( ;ilhcrt promoted this vision of a convenient and healthful refuge for g
t lu-ir families with brochures showing already constructed picturesque
.lvscr ipt ions derailing all that a fully built and planted lot might hold.
"lIlhraced naturalistic imagery, with avenues named Oak, Maple, H
Chcsr nur [becoming streets once they crossed into the District), Gilbe
wit h ample setbacks for gardens and elegant streetscapes embellisher
IIpwcring shrubs.

Confirmiru; his personal stake in the future of the new community,
family into a grand house he had built at the corner of Tulip and Oak
lIe cncouruued the growth of political, religious, and social organization
nondcnominurionn! church and several parks, The incorporation of the
IHlJO and Gilbert's election as the first mayor marked the solid nnchor ir
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III I ;-i<)!J "l:lklllll,1 I',II-k Il,b illl'urpur,lll'd ,b ,I tUIUI hv tll"

,\ l.uvl.uul G"IlLT,11 ,-\,,"'1111>11'Il'ith ,111I'lt'lWd mavor :11ld

cuunvil. Alth()ugh 'i:lkolll,1 I';II-k 1I';lS dil'idl'd Ill' thl' District

line and gUl'l'rIll"lI hy diflLTl'llt bll's, it 11',1Sunilic-d ill it,

couununitv idvntitv. Cilhc-rt , who W,IS l'kctl"ll thl' first

[

111,\\1)1',It,HI

,"JlhidlTl,d

11IlIllil)11' jllri"di,'-

I illil ;1.,J11.Hk,111-

t.lg v, ~1.'(..'lIrillg. .111
po",il>k it-gi,1.1till'

Jlk,lIll.1gl'S fur till'

m-vvtovvu, III

I ~':J1 \Vilii.lIll---\V.llkiIlS Olll'llI'd

th« 3O-roOlll

\\'.1Ikills 11011'1,\I

Watkins Hotel, 4th & Cedar Streets, NW
(1892, ~ 1893), Coonesy Hrsronc
Takoma lnc Arcmves

-JIll .1IId ('l'd,1r Stn'I'IS, N, \\" ,lIld Gilj,l'rt lll'g,1ll ,'Olhlrl1C-

liOll or Ihl' I (,U-rot)111 i\!<lrth '!:IKlllll.1 11011'11111Iltl' 'II" 01'

Iltl' IHI'SI' 11I ,\ tll111gllllHTy l'olll'gl', A "llr,lIl'iillg liHlr-,loJ'\

1'1',11111'buildillg with ,111cntr.uu«: t ovvvr, v.uu«! g,11,iv I'lId,

ancl clornu-r». l,lll<lsc.1p"d grolllld" .11HI,1111'"I"IISill' IIT,lp-

around porch, il Itad il-' 011'111-,lilro,1<1sl.lIi<l11. Tltl' 1~,Uli<.: <II

1Ji23 I'llllld Gilbl'l'l ()\'n-":\I('IHivd'il1 -1:lkolll,1 1',ll-k 1'1',11

"'1.11", ,1 IlllJIICi,d r.il.uui tv 1'1'0111Il'iliclt lu- 1Il'I'(,!, rn'uI'l'!'l'd,

Dr, 1'I011'<'!'also I'I1l'OUlll('n,d 111I,1Ill'iJI <linlu"li,', ;lIld

abandoned his sanatarium Ill.11h,

North TilkOPlIl Hotel, Takoma 8venue & Fenl9P Strpet (1892-
bu~d 1908). tYlIo iu-cto \:Vlif!t:':'j t-'lstOJlC 1<1"\ ..1111,. toe fHCfl,."t,'S

()11 I )1'( "l1llll'r ~'!, I ~') I, lin' ill till' "<lIIIIIIl-n'i,d ,11'1',111",11'

till' t r.ii n ,I,llillll <I("tl-<lI'I'<I Ihl' \\',ltkill' 11<111'1,I:,\\,,,'il,'"

Stun', ,111<1ISirl'it's Store' ,111<111.111, Till' '1:Ik'II11,I 1',IrK

Volunu-c-r lirc [)('ll,lrlllll'1I1 11'.1.',"'Oil lJrg,llIi:t<,e! to ",'1'1'('

both 1\\.11')'1,11111JIIII Disuict jllrisdictiollS, :\ 11011'(' .\Ioc!t-I

4-h,1I1d PUllllh'!' \\'JS IlllrdlJ,'l'd, IClllo\ll'd Ill' ,I l.uldcr uuc];

ill I W}6, '1:lkol\l,1 '-/.11111'.'-'l'llI"trUl'll'd Oil till' Sill' ul tlu-

burnvd WJtkills IlotJby -/:lkolll,1 Lodgl' :\'0, 1-1, 1.0,U,F,

It SITI'l'd also ,1[ rin«: :IS ,I town 11ll'l'tillg h,1I1,'l'IIC((II, .uu!

rhurch. TII<' Takoma Clull II',,, org.111i/l'd ill till- ,l!lj,1l'('lIt

brick huildillg ill I K')l), !)!'tll'idillg rl'lT,',lliOIl,t! .ut iv it i.:

slidl .i-, 1'()II'lill" .111<1hilli.ud. .uu] ,I'lihr,II'\' or I ~()I)o _

voluu u-x. l'liblil',ltiOIl or th" J-~lIori(~' 11('11""h""t 11('g,1I1III

JJIIII.lI-y, I ~':J2, lilliOIl'"d h' Ihl' l;,kol1hl J:II'/.: !i.11II.'1' ill I ~')(l.

Cillll'rl It.ld _,ole! SIJrillgs "Iulllh,'r I .uu] ~ ill I Kl! I t<l till'

'/:1kolll.1 Park Sprillg,' C'UIIII""ly lI'itlt tll<' ,tilllll.lliUII th.u
tlll'S(' prol'"ni," rl'lIl,lill ill Illdlli(' II.,\', III I Kl)K, .il ur ,I

('(Hln light to kl'l'j> till' spl-illgS Ulll'lI, th,' l'Ullllllllllit\, 1"'g,11I

cousuuctiou or ,III illd"lll'IICI"lIt 11',11('1'.u u l ,'l'II,lgl' \\,,1,-111.
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FOR YOUTH INVESTMENT-----_._----_._---

THE CADY ·LEE HOUSE

The Cady·Lee House
7064 Eastern Avenue. NVl

Washington, DC 20012
Pnone: 202.207.3333

Fax: 202.207.3329
WVNJ.rorumiYi.org

t' : I.?'

Built in 1887, the Cady Lee is the grandest of all of
Takoma's elegant Victorian homes built in what, by
the 1880s, had become the fashionable new
commuter suburb of Washington, D.C. Designed by
Leon Dessez, the architect who also designed
Admiralty House (now the official residence of the
Vice President), the Cady Lee was built by
Washington real estate and insurance salesman Henry Cady and his wife, Lucinda. More than one hundred fifteen years
later, the Cady-Lee is now the organizational home of the Forum for Youth Investment.

The Cady Lee, a magnificent Queen Anne Victorian, is a National Register Historic Property. According to Takoma Park
architect Paul Treseder, "the mansion is 'rare,' not only because 'it is one of the most elaborate houses ever built in the
area,' but because it has 'the original interior settings.'" (Washington Post, October 16, 1999).

The Cady Lee has 27 rooms, 50 windows, seven gables, three expansive floors, a full basement and a turreted sleeping
porch. It boasts 12-foot ceilings, carved oak moldings, six original mantels and a Tiffany-style stained glass window on the
landing of the two-story oak staircase. It sits on half an acre of land at the Piney Branch/Eastern Avenue gateway to the

District of Columbia. 'ATTACHMENT #7

The Cady Lee has been a cornerstone of the Takoma Community for over 100 years. The Cady Lee has only had three
owners in its long life. The property stayed in the Cady family until 1975 when Mary Cady Lee, daughter of Henry and
Lucinda, died at the age of 94. Mary had not been able to maintain the family home's grandeur in her later years. She
divided it into four apartments, which she shared with elderly relatives.

The property was almost lost to the community after her death. The owner of the next-door apartments attempted to buy
the property to raze the house and expand his complex, but local residents fought the proposal and secured the historic
registry designation. In 1977, the Cady-Lee was purchased by Gerald and Sandra Kurtinitis who began to restore it,
mostly with their own hands. Eventually, however, the restoration effort became too large for them. In 2000, the house
was sold to Frances Phipps, a restoration specialist who lives in Takoma Park, Maryland, who took on the painstaking
task of restoring the property.

In May 2002, the Forum for Youth Investment purchased the Cady Lee from Phipps. Both Phipps and Historic Takoma
had hoped that a single family would buy the house, but this proved to be a challenge. Karen Pittman and Merita Irby, the
Forum's co-founders and Takoma Park residents, convinced all concerned that the Forum was the ideal owner'.

Ready by 21 and the Ready by 21 Logo are registered trademarks of the Forum for Youth Investment.
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INTRODUCTION ~\
The land that became Takornn Park IiI'Ssix miles n,'rtl1 ,If rhe \X/ashingwn Monument, Even after
the Civil War, the capital city proper had nor vet reached beyond Florida Avenue, and much of
the woods and farmland ro the north was still in the hands of the old colonial families who had
established plantation-sized holdings,

When Confederate general jubal Early advanced on W"shingwn in July 1864, his troops marched
through the future Takoma Park and adjacent Silver Spring (the compound of the Blair family).
The two-day Battle of Fort Stevens, which JUStbarely succeeded in dererring the Confederates
from capturing the Union capital, was fought in the backyard of our future suburb,

The Union emerg-ed from the war victorious, and in the heady days that followed, Washington
continued the expansion begun in wartime. (;2pecularors came to Illi!.,kequick money, artisans to
work L1!1large building projects, and \'Cung men were e(lg~ .~~fill government clerk posts. Th
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Compa!1\' opcned the Metropolitan line in 1873, linking the federal
city with points north and setting the stage for the creation of suburbs like Tako~

Developer Benjamin Franklin Gilbert was not the only one who saw the opportunity to create
towns at the train stops, but he was the first to act on it. The land he purchased in 1883 lay on
the boundarv line between the District and Maryland,

A gifted promoter, Gilbert rapidly g,l(hereJ energetic and forward-looking settlers ready to
carve a community nut l)f the woods, Within a year, there were five finished houses, and by ,
1888, there were 1,000 residents. Ry the rime the town was incorporated in 1890, there was a
prorninenr train station, a school, ;t church, and an Independence Day celebration on its way
to becoming a tradition, Although llnly rlic MaryL1I1d side became the "town of Takorna Park,"
for the most part, the community ign"r",1 Ihl' h"und;HY line as the town developed,

The optimism of the boom years was Il'ml'erl'd hy fin.vncinl panics that constrained Gilbert's
ambitions, hur rhe town continued ro .u truct IWWrcsidcnr s. 1v1"Slnoruhle were the Scvcnth-duv
Advcn: isrs, who arrived in 1904. Within ;1,kc";I,k, 111l'A,iI-,'nl iSI worl.] IW;ld"lI;lrtl'fS, I)uhlishing
house, hospital. and collet "k:;'1'l', with Adl'l'nriSls consritut iru;
almost a third of Takoma ATTACHMENT #8 kl1ls II'l'rl';1 sm.ill numl-cr 111' African
American families whose • , , li\'isitlllS,

TIlt' addition of two trolley lines expal1lkd Ihl'_~~::,~~'.Tlk, 1111;1I);rrk...•l"lriy r<lilCllmmuters,
A hcnlt hy commercial d isrricr evolved around Ihl's,' I't111I1l'1'I it)I1S;r1111SllhSlanr ia III' survives to the
present d.1Y,For n rime, Takoma Park II'''S rhL' l:rrl!"SI 111\\'11in 1v1')fHg,)f111'ryCounty,

From its inception, B,F. Gilbert cncournucd cirircns r. II:' innibu«. and come together to address
community issues, This can-do attitude tostcrccl T"kl1m<l ['<Irk's political and social activism and
also, perhaps, its repurur ion as one oi the most vihr.mr ,fl)d I'l'llgressi\~e cornmunines in [he area
nf metropolitan Washingr,)l), DC,

III the earlv decades elf the 20th century, residents rook <In active h,lnd in llrganizing their
communit v life. An ami)' olclubs appeared, including eurlv scout troops, a volunteer fire department,

7
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~.MUNISERVICES
MuniServices, 'LlC
Lakeside Professional Campus
190 N. Evergreen Avenue, Suite 205
Woodbury, NJ 08096
(800) 627-3491

,( Fax: (800) 987-5450

(
209 Pennsylvania Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 546-8337
Fax: (202) 546-8339
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SECOND NOTICE
ATTACHMENT #9

Dear Sir/Madam:

ta ed~K'h.ise
'al cotVs c

r c pany curr
once , we must

ect, and we will take appropriate

cumentati liViOUSIY p I ffice
., DC 200~in fifte ess ays. Based on

ditional tax forms at will be required, along with
ept strictly confidential as equired by law.

ain.we ask that you com.
of Tax and Revenue, PO Bo ,
the information you provide
instructions for payment. All

If you believe that you have no ness in the District of Columbia or have filed and paid all
applicable taxes, have filed t retu 1 the district under a different name than that addressed above,
need an application regist,ration form:tave received this letter in error please contact an account
~~~esentative at 1-800-80;1:1;. , onday through Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm Eastern Daylight

Ify 0 ~ond' i ~ (15) ays, w.' ust assume that you are refusing to file your District tax
retu s: e ¥en r your case to the D f e of Tax and Revenue for enforcement to insure full tax

::::k ~:~:~:hy:: ::~,::::teffom brought~!5A,Jf"\t -i
Very trulyyou", 'Y J.J~ 4., ",... \ \
~:~~:;~I~ocal Tax Compliance Division P C) - I ~ I ~

<hAatJl?s..,
/


