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Attachment to the Party Status Application of The Massachusetts Avenue Heights Citizens 

Association – BZA Application No. 18886. 

 

1. How will the property owned or occupied by such person, or in which the person has an 

interest, be affected by the action requested of the Board?  

 

The Massachusetts Avenue Heights Citizens Association (the “Association”) is organized for the 

purpose of acting on behalf of its members and their community regarding matters of interest to the 

community. Among the members of the Association are (i) Ms. Gail McKee, owner of the property 

located at 2711 36
th

 Street, NW, which abuts the Subject Property on the north side; (ii) Paul and Diane 

Cunningham, owners of the property located at 2707 36
th

 Street, NW, which abuts the Subject Property 

on the south side; (iii) C. Jeanne Griest and Guinevere Griest, owners of the property located at 2710 

35
th

 Place NW, immediately across the alley from the rear of the Subject Property; (iv) Trish and Tony 

Glowacki, owners of the property at 2712 35
th

 Place NW, also across the alley from the rear of the 

Subject Property; and (v) Anthony Aldan and Mary Rosenbaum, owners of the property at 2714 35
th

 

Place NW, also across the alley from the Subject Property.  All of these properties are significantly and 

distinctly affected by the proposed special exception relief. The special exception request seeks relief 

for an addition which significantly and negatively impacts the air of the two adjoining properties, and 

the light and and privacy of four of the properties noted in this paragraph.  In addition the relief sought 

would have adverse aesthetic and economic effects resulting from the design of the Subject Property, 

which is visually incompatible with that prevailing in the neighborhood when viewed from the street 

and alley.  .        

 

2. What legal interest does the person have in the property? 

 

Each person owns their respective property.  

  

3. What is the distance between the person’s property and the property that is the subject of the 

application before the Board? 

 

Ms. McKee’s and the Cunninghams’ properties directly abut the Subject Property. The remaining 

properties are across the 15-foot alley from the rear of the Subject Property. Ms. McKee’s property is 

less than five (5) feet from the building on the Subject Property and less than five (5) feet from the wall 

of the addition.  

  

4. What are the environmental, economic, or social impacts that are likely to affect the person 

and/or the person’s property if the action requested of the Board are approved or denied?   
 

If the relief is granted, two of the Association members will suffer direct substantial negative affects 

upon their light and air and privacy as a result of the mass of the subject addition, two will suffer 

substantial negative effects on their light and privacy as a result of the mass of the subject addition, one 

will suffer  substantial negative effects on their privacy as a result of the mass of the subject addition, 

and all will suffer substantial negative aesthetic and economic effects from the design of the subject 

Property, which is visually incompatible with that of the neighborhood when viewed from the street 

and alley.   

 

5.  Describe any other relevant matters that demonstrate how the person will likely be affected or 

aggrieved if the action requested of the Board is approved.  

 



The variance must be sought by the applicants – who are experienced developers - because they 

proceeded to construct their modifications to their property in nominal reliance on a survey that was 

not entitled to such reliance and have continued to do so long after learning that the survey was in 

error.  They did so knowing that seeking a variance before substantially completing construction would 

attract the attention of the neighborhood and the ANC to the fact that the development is not, as the 

applicants had previously asserted to their neighbors, a matter of right but of privilege that could not be 

secured without bearing a burden of proof that Applicants cannot meet.  The neighbors and the 

Association are very concerned that, if the variance is granted ex post, on the grounds that the 

Applicants have largely completed their development, that developers generally will be encouraged to 

modify other properties in the neighborhood under false pretenses to the detriment of adjoining 

properties and the neighborhood as a whole.   

  

6.  Explain how the person’s interest will be more significantly, distinctively, or uniquely affected 

in character of kind by the proposed zoning action than that of other persons in the general 

public. 

 

As described in Paragraph #1 above, all five persons will be distinctively affected by the addition 

proposed to be approved in this special exception request. Ms. McKee and the Cunningham’s abut the 

Subject Property on each side. The others reside across the alley at the rear of the subject property.  
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