
       3203 38th Street, NW 

       Washington, DC 20016 

       November 19, 2014 

 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 

441 4th Street, NW 

Room 220 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

Subject: 3203 38th Street exception 220.10 for accessory apartment, Request to waive architectural 

sign off of form 135 

To whom it may concern: 

 In a discussion with Stephen Varga from the Board of Zoning Adjustment regarding my 

application for an exception for use of an accessory apartment (application 18870), I was made aware 

that my self-certification form 135 needed to be signed by an architect.  I am herein requesting a waiver 

for the architect sign-off.    

When I purchased my house at 3203 38th Street, NW, the accessory apartment was already in 

place, and I am not undertaking any alteration to the pre-existing lower-level apartment (other than 

updating the appliances and cabinets).  As a result, I have not hired an architect who as part of the 

design plan would render architectural sketches.  When I initiated my application for the accessory 

apartment exception and looked into getting an architect to undertake stand-alone renderings of the 

existing apartment and sign the form, the suggested cost for the task was around $4,000 (I’m attaching 

the email correspondence with one architect from early September).  I had subsequent phone 

conversations with the BZA (Rick Nero) about the issue where I was told that for the purpose of the BZA 

approval, I could sign the self-certification and submit the house plans from the original sale of the 

house to me in 2009. 

I am currently out of the country for work and will have difficulty securing an architect to sign 

off on the form before my meeting before the Board of Zoning on December 2.  If it is possible to waive 

the architectural sign-off on form 135 for the BZA, in the subsequent process of getting  the apartment 

certified for occupancy, I will have whatever professional is needed available to ensure all the 

specifications can be verified to be up to code (through architectural renderings or otherwise). 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

       Jennifer Keller 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
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