
The Board of Zonmg Adjustment has junsd1ct1on over a number of matters mclud1ng apphcat1ons for vanances from the 
stnct application of the Zontng Regulations, applications for spec1al except1ons to allow certa1n uses, and appeals from 
the deas1ons of government offic1als 1nvolvmg zomng matters 

Generally, there are two types of vanances area vartances and use vanances An area vanance IS needed when 
the owner w1shes to make some change to the phys1cal structure or lot 1tself and the property does not or w1ll not 
comply w1th the Zomng Regulations m some respect A use vanance 1s needed when the owner w1shes to use the 
property m a way that 1s not perm1tted 1n that zone d1stnct under the Zomng Regulations The grant1ng of a vanance 
relates only to the speafic p1ece of property, wh1ch IS the subject of the apphcatton It wJII not change the zomng 
class1ficat1on of the lot or square In grantmg a vanance, the Board Simply allows the owner to do somethmg w1th the 
property Without reqwnng str1ct comphance w1th the Zomng Regulations 

A special exception 1s apphed for where the owner w1shes to mstttute a use that IS pre-deemed compatible w1th the 
Zomng Regulations for that particular dtstnct, but wh1ch needs to be rev1ewed by the Board to ensure that certam 
negat1ve 1mpacts w111 not occur 

Vartances and spectal excepttons are not automattcally granted upon appllcatton and heanng before the Board 
The applicant IS responsible for meetmg the burden of proof associated with the part1cular relief requested It 
is requ1red that one rev1ew the followmg provisions of the Zonmg Regulations as they relate to the1r request 
and submit a detailed statement explammg how the application meets the specific tests Identified m the Zoning 
Regulattons for a variance (area and/or use), spec1al exception, or other specific relief being sought with the1r 
apphcat1on 

Section 3103.2- Vanances 

Wtth respect to vanances, the Board has the power under§ 8 of the Zonmg Act, D C Offictaf Code § 6-
41 07(g)(3)(2001) (formerly cod1fied at DC Code§ 5-424 (g)(3) (1994 Rep/)), "[w]here, by reason of excepttonal 
narrowness, shallowness or shape of a specific ptece of property at the t1me of the ongmal adoptiOn of the regulations, 
or by reason of exceptional topographical cond1t1ons or other extraordmary or exceptional s1tuat1on or cond1tlon of a 
spec1fic p1ece of property, the stnct appflcat1on of any regulat1on adopted under DC Code §6-641 01 to 6-651 02 would 
result m peculiar and exceptional pract1cal d1fficult1es to or exceptional and undue hardship upon the owner of the 
property, to authonze, upon an appeal relatmg to the property, a vanance from the stnct appltcatton so as to relieve the 
dtfftculttes or hardshtp, Provtded, that the relief can be granted w1thout substanttal detnment to the publtc good and 
w1thout substantially 1mpatrmg the mtent, purpose, and mtegnty of the zone plan as embod1ed m the Zonmg Regulations 
and Map" 

-~~rov1s1on has three ma1n t~sts that must be proved by the applicant 

~ 1 ) The phys1cal charactenstlcs of the property 
a makes 1t d1ff1cult for the owner to use the property m compliance w1th the Zomng Regulations (area 

vanance)- 1e shape and s1ze of the property, unusual topography or slope, so1l problems, etc 
b creates financial hardship for the owner 1n usmg the property cons1stent With the Zomng Regulations (use 

vanance) 

Grant1ng the application w111 not be of substantial detnment to the public good - 1e traffic, no1se, llghtmg, etc 

Granting the apphcat1on w1ll not be 1ncons1stent w1th the generalmtent and purpose of the/onmg Regulations 
and Map 

If you need a reasonable accommodation for a d1sab1l1ty under the Amencans w1th D1sab1ht•es Act {ADA) or 
Fatr Housing Act, please complete a Request for Reasonable Accommodatton form 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. 18824
8

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO.18824
EXHIBIT NO.8


