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Thank you for the opportumty to present our vtews at this hearmg We live wtthm 200 feet of each of 
these properties and wtll be dtrectly affected by this development From the rear of our home for over 
35 years we face both of the Fulton Street houses, thetr back gardens and parkmg spaces, as well as the 
alley behtnd Fulton Street We are strongly opposed to this proposed development. 

Incompatible with the Neighborhood: on the outskirts of our neighborhood, there are multtfamtly 
dwellings But the core of th1s 8 square block neighborhood (between Watson Place and 38th Street, 
from the Russ1an embassy on the south to Cathedral on the north) 1s a tranquil, tree-lined area of smgle 
family, traditionally butlt bnck houses wtth white tnm, paned wmdows, and dormer roofs The 
developer's two proposed butldmgs are totally mcompatible with the established design m our 
neighborhood, both in style and architectural details The destgn of the facade bears no relevance to any 
of the houses m the neighborhood If they are constructed as proposed, thetr Jarnng appearance will 
trretnevably alter the character of our tradtttonal neighborhood m a negat1ve way 

The developer 1s proposmg to use large flat panels of a colored compostte material made by a company 
called Ntchtha, for the extenor of the butldmgs Thts company's materials, according to the developer's 
architect, are most often used in the West and the South, not m a climate such as ours This is most 
troubling, to say the least 

Transportation Safety a Concern: The developer has plans to butld two apartment buildings wtth 6 umts 
in each buildmg, and two bedrooms m each umt. Thts means a mmimum potential total of 12 persons 
for each butlding, or 24 m total There wtll be 12 park1ng spaces, one for each umt Our neighborhood 1s 
not near a Metro, and many md1v1duals have thetr own cars Th1s means a il11mmum of 12 more cars wtll 
be added to our neighborhood streets, whtch already suffer from overcrowded parkmg. Thts figure does 
not mclude the guests who will VISit 

The developer's parkmg spaces will have dtrect access to the narrow alley behmd Fulton Street In 
addttton to these proposed 12 parkmg spaces, two other structures that have access to the alley will 
have a total of 9 more parkmg spaces The result 1s that 21 cars will be parked off of a narrow alley that 
ts also used by other netghbors from Fulton, Garfield and 39th Streets, as well as truck and garbage 
vehtcles Thts 1s an acctdent wattmg to happen There IS also the potential for property destruction as the 
garden walls of Watson Place houses line th1s alley 

In hts June 12th presentation to the BZA, the developer included a pnvate "Parking Study" that he 
commtsstoned to determme tf there was adequate parkmg in the neighborhood. The study was 
conducted on one night m June when students-the source of many parkmg dtfficulttes m the 
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neighborhood-were not present The names of the streets m our neighborhood were mcorrectly hsted 
m the report (Watson "Street" mstead of Watson Place, Garf1eld "Road" m place of Garf1eld Street) If 
these bas1c deta1ls were wrong, how can the rest of the study be cons1dered as accurate? 

Condominiums versus Rentals? Our neighborhood hes between Amencan Umvers1ty and Georgetown 
Un1vers1ty We are a pnme target for student rentals, wh1ch can brmg attendant no1se, overcrowdmg, 
parkmg 1ssues and housmg/grounds mamtenance concerns that affect the quahty of hfe m the 
neighborhood We and our ne1ghbors have been consistently concerned that th1s project would lead to 
an mcrease 1n rental umts m the neighborhood and mcrease population density The developer has 
g1ven verbal assurances that these projects will be condomm1ums. However, up to now he has refused 
to create 1nit1al condom1mum documents that for a spec1f1ed period of t1me would msure that these 
umts do not become rental umts If these umts turn mto rentals, particularly student rentals, they Will 
have a negat1ve effect on our home values and quahty of life 

Noise from Roof Decks: Four of the proposed apartments (two m each bulldmg) w1ll have large roof 
decks, potentially 700 square feet Part of the deck mcludes a large room wh1ch could serve as a "party 
room" off the outside deck There are no plans that we are aware of for n01se m1t1gat1on, so we and our 
neighbors w1ll be subject to obnox1ous and annoymg no1se from these decks We beheve that the 
developer should include some kind of barners to mm1m1ze the mev1table no1se that w1ll emanate from 
these roof decks A four foot parapet, now m the plans, will not be enough 

No Time to Consider Developers Proposals: After a meetmg of the ANC3b on June 12, a group of 
ne1ghbors, mcludmg one of us (Ahce Tetelman) part1c1pated in an effort to work w1th the developer to 
address these and other concerns to everyone's mutual satisfaction. We did not succeed, wh1ch IS why 
we are here today Only yesterday, June 23rd, m the early afternoon, were we made aware of the final 
plans by the developer Th1s 1s not enough t1me for us to fully analyze these plans It also puts you, the 
members of the BZA, m the pos1t1on of makmg a dec1s1on based on totally new mformat1on 

Last mght, the ANC3b voted two to two on a mot1on to approve the request for an exception, thereby 
defeatmg the mot1on As a result, the ANC w1ll not forward a recommendation to you We feel th1s 1s 
sigmficant, and reflects on the passion wh1ch our ne1ghbors feel about the mcompat1bihty of this project 
to our neighborhood 

G1ven all the 1ssues that we have ra1sed, along w1th others of our ne1ghbors who agree w1th us about the 
mcompattb11ity of the butldmgs to the netghborhood, we respectfully request that you vote to deny th1s 
except1on at th1s t1me 


