
Government of the District of Columbia 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 

Clarence Mobley, Agent 
1600 Monroe Street, N.W 
Washmgton, D.C. 20018 

*** 
February 20, 2014 

Re: Application No. 18742 of Northeast Holy Trinity Church, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 
3103.2, for a variance to convert an existing one-family dwellmg mto a flat (two-umt 
dwelling) under section 320.3, m the R-3 District at premises 4920 lllinois Avenue, N.W 
(Square 3009, Lot 84). 

Dear Mr. Mobley 

Your application (descnbed above) seeks use variance approval to permit a flat m the R-3 zonmg 
district. Please supplement your application filing ASAP With an amended burden of proof 
statement that addresses the specific three part test for use vanance rehef. I have attached an 
information sheet outlinmg the vanance test standards under subsectiOn 3103 2, for your 
consideration. 

Please call me on (202) 727-2806, If you have any questions about the foregomg. 

Attachment 
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The Board of Zomng AdJustment has junsdlctlon over a number of matters mclud1ng applications for vanances from the 
stnct application of the Zomng Regulations. applications for spec1al exceptions to allow certam uses. and appeals from 
the dec1stons of government offictals mvolvmg zomng matters 

Generally, there are two types of vanances area variances and use vartances An area vanance ts needed when 
the owner w1shes to make some change to the physical structure or lot ttself and the property does not or wtll not 
comply wrth the Zomng Regulations m some respect A use vanance is needed when the owner wtshes to use the 
property m a way that IS not perm1tted tn that zone d1stnct under the Zomng Regulations The grantmg of a vanance 
relates only to the spectfic p1ece of property, wh1ch IS the subJeCt of the application It Will not change the zomng 
classification of the lot or square In grantmg a vanance, the Board stmply allows the owner to do somethmg w1th the 
property Without requtnng stnct compliance wtth the Zonmg Regulations 

A spec1al except1on IS applied for where the owner wtshes to Institute a use that 1s pre-deemed compattble w1th the 
Zonrng Regulations for that particular dtstnct, but wh1ch needs to be revtewed by the Board to ensure that certam 
negat1ve 1mpacts Will not occur 

Varaances and spec1al exceptions are not automatically granted upon application and hearmg before the Board 
The applicant 1s responsible for meetmg the burden of proof assoctated w1th the particular relief requested It 
IS requ1red that one rev1ew the followmg prov1s1ons of the Zoning Regulations as they relate to their request 
and submit a detailed statement explaming how the application meets the specific tests identified m the Zoning 
Regulations for a variance (area and/or use), special exception, or other spec1f1c relief being sought with the1r 
application 

Section 3103 2 - Vanances 

W1th respect to vanances, the Board has the power under§ 8 of the Zonmg Act, D C Off1c1al Code § 6-
41 07(g)(3)(2001) (formerly codified at D C Code § 5-424 (g)(3) (1994 Rep/)), "[w]here, by reason of exceptional 
narrowness. shallowness or shape of a spec1f1c ptece of property at the ttme of the ongmal adoption of the regulations, 
or by reason of exceptiOnal topographical cond1t1ons or other extraordmary or exceptional s1tuatton or cond1t1on of a 
specific p1ece of property. the stnct applicatiOn of any regulation adopted under DC Code §6-641 01 to 6-651 02 would 
result m pecul1ar and exceptional pract1cal difficulties to or exceptional and undue hardship upon the owner of the 
property, to authonze, upon an appeal relatmg to the property, a vanance from the stnct applicatiOn so as to relieve the 
d1ff1cult1es or hardship Provtded, that the rel1ef can be granted Without substanttal detnment to the publiC good and 
Without substantially 1mpamng the mtent, purpose, and mtegnty of the zone plan as embodted m the Zonmg RegulatiOns 
and Map" 

Thts provtston has three matn tests that must be proved by the applicant 

The phystcal charactensttcs of the property 
a makes 1t dtfficult for the owner to use the property m compliance wtth the Zomng Regulattons (area 

vanance)- te shape and stze of the property, unusual topography or slope, sotl problems, etc 
b creates financtal hardshtp for the owner tn usmg the property conststent wtth the Zontng Regulattons (use 

vanance) 

Granttng the apphcabon wtll not be of substantial detnment to the public good - te trafftc, notse, hghtmg, etc 

Granting the application wtll not be tnconststent w1th the general tntent and purpose of the Zomng Regulattons 
and Map 

If you need a reasonable accommodation for a d1sabihty under the Amencans w1th Disabilities Act (ADA) or 
Fa1r Housing Act, please complete a Request for Reasonable Accommodation form. 
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