
Landmark/District. 
Address· 

MeetmgDate 
Case Number· 
Staff Reviewer 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 
STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

Dupont Circle 
1815 Riggs Place, NW 

March 27,2014 
14-250 
Kim Elliott 

(x) Agenda 
( ) Consent 
(x) Concept 
( ) Alteration 
(x) New Construction 
( ) Demolition 
( ) Subdivision 

The applicant Walde Management, workmg with Square 134 Architects, requests conceptual 
review of a one-story addition to a two-story apartment buildmg m the Dupont Circle Historic 
District 

Property Description 
The Simple two-story bnck apartment buildmg With limestone entry was designed by architect 
James Baldwm and built m 1941 The buildmg IS non-contributing to the Dupont Circle Histone 
Distnct 1, as It falls outside the district's penod of significance ( 1791-1931 ). It is not otherwise 
listed or protected 

Proposal 
The proposal calls for a simple, modem third story addition that encompasses about 2/3rdsofthe 
footprint of the existmg buildmg. The proposed glass and metal panel-clad addition is set back 
6' -11' from the front fa~ade and mcludes a metal projecting cornice. The metal raihng is set back 
1 '-9" from the fa~ade and is located behind the parapet wall This narrow block of Riggs Place 
IS made up pnmarily of 3 story+ basement Romanesque Revival rowhouses, With several 2 story 
brick apartment buildmgs. 

Evaluation 
The Board has evaluated additiOns to non-contnbutmg bmldmgs using similar critena as for new 
constructiOn, which IS for general compatibility with the context, streetscape and character of the 
histone district, rather than for their effect on character-defimng features of the building or the 
potential to otherwise alter the appearance of a histone structure. While the Board has ensured 
that these changes be reasonably appropriate for the design of the subJect property, the pnmary 
focus has been m ensuring that the alteration not result man incompatible alteration to the 
property's context 

I The Nat1onal Regtster ofHtstonc Places defines a non-contnbutmg bulldmg as one that does not add to the 
htstonc architectural quahttes, h1stonc assoctat10ns, or archeological values for whtch a property [htstonc d1stnct] 1s 
stgmficant because 1t was not present dunng the penod of s1gmficance (How to Complete the Nat10nal Regzster 
Regzstratzon Form, p 16) 
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The Board has allowed considerable flexibility when it comes to altenng non-contributmg 
bulldmgs. The Board approved third floor additions to several bmldings, mcludmg 1126 I Street, 
SE (HPA #10-263) and 524 8th Street SE (HPA #11-197), where the Board approved a visible 
rooftop addition to the non-contributmg portion of a histonc commercial building on Barracks 
Row. 

In evaluatmg compatibility, the Board's guidelmes on new constructiOn and additions cite height 
as one of the Important characteristics for consideration That guidance recognizes that height 
must be evaluated with consideration of the particular context Where there IS a umformity of 
height, new construction and additions should more closely adhere to the established height, 
when there IS greater diversity, there can be more vanat10n m the height of new construction and 
additions 

The property at 1815 Riggs Place IS Withm a consistent row of 3 story + basement Romanesque 
Revival rowhouses The proposed addition brings the height and scale of this building in 
proportion to the existmg row The honzontal of the proJectmg cornice ahgns with the 
honzontal ornamentation of the adJacent row house and cleverly conceals the additional height 
of the flat roof behmd the proJectiOn. The setback of the third story corresponds to the facade of 
the rowhouses, and the window rhythm of the addition references the existmg masonry openings 
The light appearance of the addition, both m mass and color, emphasizes the existing bmlding 
and establishes it as a base for the modem top The third story could benefit from further study 
of the size, color, and directiOn of the cladding, as well as developing details of the cornice 
profile and how the cornice terminates around the comer Square 134 Architects has worked 
closely with HPO to develop the third story as a clean, hght 3rd story to showcase the origmal 
straightforward 1940s bmldmg, instead of a heavier, historiCist addition 

While the additiOn IS clearly VISible from the street, the addition IS compatible With Its context 
based on the setback, onentatiOn, scale, proportion, massing, rhythm, and height of this block. 

Recommendation 
The HPO recommends that the Board find the proposed concept compatzble wzth the character of the 
h1storzc d1strlct and consistent wzth the purposes of the preservation act w1th the followmg 
conditions 

• Dzrect the archztect to further study the metal panel claddmg- both m color and pattern at the 
3'd story, 

• Further define the pro;ectmg comzce so that lt IS more mtegral w1th the addztwn; 
• Encourage the applzcant to mclude cleanmg the limestone entry and brick fa~ade as part of 

the scope of thzs pro;ect to further enhance the fa~ade m thzs h1storzc dzstrzct 

The HPO further recommends that the Board delegate final approval to staff 


