Statement m Support of the Application by the Andrew Keegan Theatre Ceompany fora
Variance Use Provision to Allow a Theatre Performance Space BZA No 18722

For more than 30 years a numrber of professional theatre companiss have been n residerce at
1742 Church Street NW providing entertaining and thougnt-provoking theatre performances for
the Wasnington DC and wide~ Metropoltan area theatrs going public  Now the Andrew Keegan
Theatre Company has purchased that bunding and s planring to renovate the run-down butiding,
modermzing t to make 't handicapped accessible and assurng that the design 15 compatible
with the naighborhooc locaton  The renovation will mamiam the same number of theatre seats
that have been it the theatre historically As a result once the renovation s complete Church
Street wiil not experience an increase in foot or automobile traffic above tnat i currently
groenenpces due (o performrances in the theatre

Funderstand that without your approva: of a vanance to the theatre's current use provision o
aliow s use as a theatre performance space, the Keegan Theatre wilf not be able o funchion,
put on s Helen Hayes noted and awarded productions or survive mits current location  What a
ternble loss that would be ‘o the Dupont Circ e area, the Washington Theatre community ang 1o
those of us who are drawn into Washington DC from Virginia {o see the high quality ang
affordanie produchons mounted in the 'nhimate space at the Keegan Theatre

ot almost 20 years, my husband and 1 rave been intngued oy and loyal to the Keegan Theatre
family because they produce plays that speak to the humar hearn and the human condrtion with
genwne arbistry  Ever since the Keegan Theatre returned fo the Church Street Jocation, noping
fo make ds perranent home there, my husband and | have baen season ticket hoilders Often
we brng fnends and family from Virg nig to the shows, parking at a local parking garage and
diing beforehand m one of the many local restaurants near the theatre  Clearly the Kaegan
Treatre 18 enhancing the ocal Dupont Circle economy it ways that extend beyond ticxet sales

Anwther reason for approving the vanance s that Washington DC will be welcommg a tneatre
cormpany that fully engages wiitn the jogal comrmunity in ways that extend beyond tneir own
theatre productions and wich have a great impact on young people i particulac Although the
Keegan Theatre’s first producton was in the Church Street Theatre, the theatre group oniginally
maas s home o the basement of a church m Atlington  Even though the company was just
starbng out i made a commutment to work with that chureh and others n the Arlington
comranty o intraduce young people to the magic of theatre performance and production

~o
t first became aware of the theatre when 1is aristic director, Mark Rhaa, partnered with my a@t
church fo create the Chalice Theatre pregram an intergenerational performance group invo ﬁsg
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adutts, chidren and teenagers in alf aspects of thealre produchion wncluding acting, singing. ™, 1‘,;
making props  pammbing sats, working mn the backstage crew  Singe Chalice Theatre’s first N 0
sollaboraton with the Keegan Theatre family, Mark Rhea has directed many of our most % ’ =3
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successful productions sncouraging the matunng skills of the young actors and even finding
eportundies for some of the more talented and commutted chiddren and teens 10 parferm m

professioral Keegan Theatre productons Some of the young people nurtured by Mark ard the

Keegan fardy of performers and other professionals have pursued theatre studies 1 (olisge

But the Keegan Theatre's nvolvement with Cnalice Theatre has not just involved teaching
chrioren, teens and adults how o act but how to collaborate i large musical produchons
Opporiunties nave been provided for teens and adults to work together behind the stage
operating kights, moving scenery taking care of props <es gring character maxe-up and
mawing sets  The children and teens have learned that a successful production needs dedicated
and skiled peop'e behind the scenes as much as i needs talented peoole n the spotnght In
addion, through Keegan Theatre professionals and thew connactiung, Chahca theatre has bad
nely and raming with set ana ighung design  choreograpny and other proguchon reguiremenrts

As 3 membar of the Chalice Theatre Committee at my church for many years, a Kesgan
Theatre Board member for 8 years {retinng m 2012} and a delighted performer m many Cnalice
Theatre shows | winessed the commitment the Keegan Theatre fanmwly has made 0 engagng
with the lpcal communiy, working with organizations commutted to educational theatncal
opoonurdties for children teens and aaults, and mmproving its capacity 10 ao more  As a resuit of
those efforts, chidren tzens and adulls have been engaged n the creative process iogether,
buding retabionships across famies and generatons and mantainng those fnenastups over
many years

One reason for going forward with the acgquisition and renovauon of the Church Sireet Theats
was 1o bring new hfe to a run down bulding and 1o create rensarsal space and adequate
bathroom facubes that wou ¢ support the Keagan Theatre's own productons anc ennancs is
abisty for greater mvolvement i tne local commumity By fulfiling therr renovation plans there will
be space for community meetngs drama classes, engagement with arganizations that want to
buict thewr own amateur theatre programs - the possibilihes are exciting  Given the crestive
energy and wision of the arbistic directors Mark and Susan Rhea the support of the active
Keegan Theatre board and talented staff 1 am certain The Andrew Keegan {heatre’s future on
Church Street will be a great asset (o the Dupont Crcle commumty

I urge you 1o approve the apphication for a vanance *o the use prowsion fo allow the Keegan
Theatre foliowing in the footsteps of many theatre companies before them at thal location. &
create theatre performances m the charming theatre on Church Street
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