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To Whom It May Concern· a"\ 

We are writmg to urge you to provide a variance for the Andrew Keegan Theatre 
Company, to prov1de them wtth a Certrficate of Occupancy and allow them to renovate 
theu theater fac1hty on Church Street This renovatiOn mcludes proVIston for more 
commumty and classroom space, whtch we are confident they will use well. 

The Andrew Keegan Theatre Company has done wonderful wot k through 
outreach programs with the youth group at Mt Ohvet United Methodist Church m 
Arlmgton Thts partnership with our youth goes back more than 15 years For several of 
those years, one of us was part of the production team workmg d1rectly w1th Keegan 
personnel on the plays for our youth group More imp01 tantly, both of our children 
participated m these productiOns We can assure you that workmg wtth Keegan changes 
lives 

Mt Olivet's youth group has a long-standmg tradttion ofperformmg plays to ratse 
money for then misston oub each efforts ·r h1s misSion work mvol ves building and 
repamng homes for needy mdivtduals through Habitat for Humamty, the Jeremiah 
ProJeCt, and other orgamzations. W1thout the hundreds of thousands of dollars raised 
through our partnershtp With Keegan Theatre, these trips for large numbers of youth, and 
the home buildmg f).lld repatr that they donated to needy fmmlies, would not have been 
possible 

In additiOn to makmg the serviCe tnps posstble, workmg V.'lth Keegan Theatre on 
a h1gh-quahty actmg expencnce was a formali ve expetience for the youth of our church 
Recetvmg professional duectton was an enonnous confidence-boostmg expenence The 
students learned a tremendous mm1ber of pe1f01 mance skills and techmcal skills They 
absorbed all of the personal hfc-long benefits that stem fiom being able to present oneself 
well m pub he settmgs, as well as confidence in thetr abllity to tackle challenging Jobs 
They learned the value of teamwork, as tt was necessary that every smgle one of them 
pull together and fulfill the1r responsLbthties to the producuon m order for the play to be a 
success. They learned that every production member was valued and necessary, from the 
stage hands to the ushers to the stars of the show, which IS a very important hte lesson 
Theater sktlls have broad apphcat10n ibr hvmg a positive and producttve life, and the 
Keegan personnel who worked ·wtth our youth over the years gave them that gtft 

The Keegan people who gave oftherr time and cxperttse were fabuloul:l role 
models for our youth Many Keegan-assodated mdividuals partictpated m th1s endeavor 
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wtth our youth over the years, and every single one of them has had a positive influence 
Titose familiar With teen-age development know the Importance of teenagers having 
connections With solid,Jesponsible adults outside of their fam1lies. Tnne and ttme again, 
we could sec through our son, daughter, and other youth, the development of mutual 
respect and friendshtp wtth Keegan's actors They made fat1tast1c teachers and mentors. 
and we will never be able to thank them enough f01 the1r work With our children 

In thts lettet, you now have just one snapshot ofhow the Andrew Keegan Theatre 
Company has had a positive and hfe-long 1mpact on youth m the community. through the 
company's ded1catton to commumty outreach. We urge you to grant the adJustment so 
that Keegan can sustain and expand the1r mecming1ul and valuable outreach and 
educat.10nal acttvtttes m t.heu renovated facilities 

Smcerely 
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Audrcy a£sob Benson 
2616 N. Potomac Street 
Allington, Virgtma 22207 


