
Testimony for BZA case #18722, Andrew Keegan Theatre Company 

Jayson and Whitney Donaldson, 1727 Willard Street, NW 

Dear Cha1rman Jordan and members of the Board, 

We have been residents of the Dupont C1rcle neighborhood for over s1x years. We are av1d supporters of all of 

the endeavors of the Andrew Keegan Theatre Company ("Keegan"), includmg theatncal productions, outreach 

programs, and bUJidmg acqu1s1t1on and renovations. Their work enhances the neighborhood, and we urge the 

Board to approve this zonmg variance request, allowmg Keegan to contmue all of the Important efforts m 

wh1ch they are engaged 

Keegan has been a strong and responsible member of the Dupont Circle neighborhood for many years. Their 

productions have been enjoyed by thousands of people, and Keegan 1s consistently recogmzed for 1ts h1gh 

cahber work by the Washmgton Theatre Gutde through the Helen Hayes Awards, The Washington Post, 

Washmgton C1ty Paper, Washmgtoman, and other local med1a outlets and blogs. We were fortunate to have 

been direct adjacent ne1ghbors to the theater for several years and truly enjoyed the opportunity to develop a 

strong relat1onsh1p w1th the members of Keegan. They are superb artists and exceptional neighbors. The 

neighborhood 1s fortunate to have such a wonderful orgamzat1on and group of people providing high cahber 

art1st1c productions. 

In addrt1on to the theatncal productions rn thrs theater, Keegan is engaged rn our communrty, nation, and 

world. They are consistent participants rn the 17th Street Festival and have performed on Dupont C1rcle. They 

have ra1sed funds for causes around the Umted States, most recently VIctims of the explosion in West, TX, and 

they are engaged internationally with an annual outreach touring program m Ireland and fundraisrng for 

mternat1onal needs, Including support for Hattt Wh1le the1r work 1s broad, it ts all anchored 1n prov1dmg solid 

art and utihzmg 1t to 1mprove the world around us, near and far. 

Keegan has made an immense effort to acquire the building formerly known as the Church Street Theater and 

pursue a renovation plan that modernizes the fac1httes while meticulously maintaming the historical structure 

and quarnt streetscape of Church Street. Bnnging the ownership to a local, non-profit owner and operator has 

been a very positive change, but the current butld1ng needs to be renovated to address deficiencies of the 

agmg structure and tts hm1ted capabilities. Keegan's planned renovation w1ll not only preserve the important 

historical structure, but will enhance the des1rab1hty ofthe neighborhood and the theater's ability to deliver 

h1gh quality performances. 

The vanance request will allow Keegan to contmue all of the1r wonderful work. As th1s structure h~bee'11' 
c:::ll t.., 1 

solely hosting theatrical performances for decades, thts vanance w1ll s1mply formahze the reahty of,Jlte 
1
,-.-" 

building's use without any adverse impact to the neighbors and/or neighborhood We hope you wl;qUJck~_-, :::o- .. ~ ...... l 

approve this variance request Thank you for your t1me and cons1derat1on. 

Regards, 

d:::.t 
BOARD OF ZONING AD.IUSTMENT 

District of Columbia 
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