
Good mommg, 

I am wntmg to express my uncond1t1onal support for The Andrew Keegan Theatre on 1ts application for a Use 

Vanance,#18722 

Smce 2003, I have been the owner and occupant of a condo umt located m the Pebbleton Condom1mum, at 1747 

Church Street NW, d1rectly across the street from the Andrew Keegan Theatre (My llv1ng room wmdow has a 

stra1ght llne-of-s1ght to the front door of the theatre, in fact ) 

It has been a umque privilege to have such a talented group of professional art1sts performmg year-round 1n a 

venue literally a few steps from my home I have been attendmg productions at The Keegan for years and have 

always been 1m pressed by the phenomenal work regularly exh1b1ted on the1r stage The cnt1cal accla1m and 

frequent recogmt1on by the Helen Hayes Awards only serve to support how fortunate I am to have the Keegan so 

nearby--but that only tells part of the story 

What makes the Keegan Theatre so spec1al1s 1ts people I have been blessed w1th the opportumty to get to know 

several of 1ts company members, board members, and execut1ve staff In add1t1on to the1r exceptional talent, they 

are some of the most generous, courteous, and hospitable ne1ghbors I have ever had--anywhere They are always 

ready w1th a greetmg and a sm1le, they have generously offered d1scounted and even free t1ckets to the 

commumty (myself 1ncluded), they have always b~en attent1ve to any concerns ra1sed by ne1ghbors, however 

shght, and they have represented the neighborhood m an exemplary way at community events such as the 17th 

Street Festival 

Rnally, hav1ng attended the vanous des1gn presentations wh1ch have been held for the ne1ghbors smce the 1dea of 

expandmg the theater first came up, I have been most impressed by how much value has been given to the 

feedback and concerns of ne1ghbors and to the local community as a whole The Keegan has taken great pams to 

respect the umque h1stonc aesthetiC of Church Street They have allayed concerns about potential notse and debns 

assoc1ated w1th construction by clearly outhmng estimated timellnes and work-day schedules for the proposed 

expans1on The1r plans even allow for publicly ava1lable space m the theater wh1ch could someday be used to host 

occas1onal meetmgs and classes for commumty orgamzat1onsl 

Every detail has been meticulously scrutm1zed w1th the needs of the commumty foremost m mmd-not because rt 

1s requ1red by any mumc1pal regulat1on (apparently, 1t 1sn't), but because 1t's s1mply the nght, and ne1ghborly way 

to behave I apprec1ate th1s genu me level of cons1derat1on and care above all else 
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In clos1ng, as a DCot1zen, a ne1ghbor, and a theatre lover, I am STRONGLY IN FAVOR of granting The Andre~ 
Keegan Theatre 1ts request for a Use Vanance, #18722 ~ 
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Thank you for your cons1derat1on ~ 
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Smcerely, 

Nello de Blas1o 

1747 Church Street NW, Apt 2 

(703) 628-1372 
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