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The Applicant, Mundo Verde Pubhc Charter School, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3103 2, seeks two 
variances, a vanance from the reqUirement to proVIde additiOnal parking spaces for an mcrease m 
the mtens1ty of the use under subsectiOn 2100.6, and a vanance from the reqUirement to mamtam 
ex1stmg required parkmg spaces under subsection 2100 10, to allow the reuse and expansiOn of the 
a former pubhc school bmldmg as a pubhc charter school m the R-4 Distnct at premises 44 P Street, 
N W (Square 616, Lot 873), SubJect Property 

The Mundo Verde School IS a bllmgual public charter school located at 3220 16th Street, N W 
sernng students from Pre-K3 through the first grade The Applicant proposes to expand the school 
to mclude 2nd and 3n1 grades startmg with the 2014-2015 academic year and relocate the school 
from Its current locatiOn to the s1te of the former J F Cook School located at 44 P Street, N W The 
ex1stmg bmldmg IS approXImately 42,000 sf and would be renovated and repurposed to suit the 
needs of Mundo Verde The Apphcant proposes a new early childhood education bulldmg of 
approXImately 11,000 square feet, which would be constructed on the s1te to proVIde classroom 
space for Pre-K3, Pre-K4, and kindergarten students 

Appropnately 380 students and 50 faculty and staff members would 1mtlally be relocated to the 
site The Mundo Verde School plans to add appropnately 72 students and 8 faculty /staff ee:tch year 
By 2016, the School antlcipates a maximum enrollment of 520 students grades Pre-K3 - 5th and 75 
faculty and staff employees 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Applicant 1s re-estabhshmg a public charter school, on the J F Cook s1te As part of that effort, 
the kpphcant is requestmg zonmg relief related to vehicle parkmg It Is DDOT's understandmg that 
the Applicant does not need zonmg rehef related to land use or density to re-establish an operable 
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school on the J F Cook site DDOT understands that re-estabhsh10g an operable school on the Site 
will generate vehicle tnps and park10g demand m the Immediate vtctmty However, 1t is DDOT's 
role to evaluate the potennal1mpacts exclusively from the zon10g act10ns and not from potennal 
Impacts related to a more general re-,open10g of the school. Thus, DDOT's review focuses on the 
potennaltmpacts that may or may not be expected from the reducnon 10 reqmred parking 

Based on a thorough revtew of the 10format1on provided, DDOT has determ10ed that the proposed 
action could lead to mcreased parkmg demand m the VICIDity of the proposed stte dunng both 
daynme hours and afternoon/early evemng hours It Is bkely that the reduction m Site parking 
supply would lead to additional vehicles bemg parked 10 the adJacent neighborhood durmg daynme 
hours The additional parking demand would most hkely result from short time penod parking 
school VISitors and not all day parkmg teachers Analysts of parkmg conditions m the adjacent 
neighborhood mdicates capacity exists m areas Withm Residential Park10g Permit (RPP) areas to 
accommodate this demand It IS also likely that the reduction m site parking supply would lead to 
addttlonal vehicles bemg parked m the adJacent neighborhood dunng afternoon/evemng hours. 
The additlonal parking demand would most hkely result from short nme penod parking school 
VISitors Analysts of parking conditions m the adJacent neighborhood mdicates capacity exists m 
the adjacent neighborhood to accommodate this demand though It IS hkely that durmg 
afternoonjevenmg special events, event attendees and area residents wlll be forced to walk shghtly 
longer distances to find open parking spaces 

Additional daytime parkmg demand resulnng from approvmg the requested vanance IS unlikely to 
generate even m10or Impacts to the adjacent area However, It IS posstble that additional parking 
demand resulting from the requested vanance from large afternoonjeven10g events could generate 
very mmor parking Impacts It IS DDOT's VIew that such mmor potential Impacts do not require 
stgmficant mitigation The Applicant has proposed a vanety of TOM measures to mitigate Impacts 
DDOT finds this appropnate and also suggests that a forum should be established between the 
school and adJaCent neighborhoods to address concerns related to Impacts from the zomng acnon 
astheyanse 

DDOT has concerns wtth pubhc space elements proposed as part of the school re-openmg and looks 
forward to working With the Appbcant to address pubhc space Issues durmg the public space 
penmttmg process 

PARKING 
Zonmg Regulations reqmre that elementary schools m the Distnct provtde 2 parkmg spaces for 
every 3 employees, which would equate to a total of 50 on-site parkmg spaces on the SubJect 
Property There are currently 24 parkmg spaces on the Site and the Applicant proposes to 
ehmmate approXImately 7 spaces m order to accommodate the proposed new early childhood 
education bmldmg. green spaces, and outdoor play areas. The requested rehefwould permit Mundo 
Verde to provide a total of 17 parking spaces Thirteen of the parking spaces would be located on 
the west side of the mam school bulldmg to the north and south of the outdoor basketball court 
The remam10g four spaces would be located adjacent to the proposed new buddmg and would be 
accessible from the pubhc alley east of the Mundo Verde School Site. The proposed parking 
represents a parkmg ratio of one space for every 4 25 faculty /staff members At its current 
locatiOn, Mundo Verde provtdes 3 parkmg spaces for 60 employees equahng one space for every 20 
faculty/staffmembers The Applicant reports that currently less than 10% of the faculty and staff 
dnve to work If this condition remams consistent at the new location, the Applicant anticipates 
that no more that 8 or 9 employees Will dnve and reqmre parking, which could be accommodated 
with the proposed 17 spaces. 
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The Applicant completed a parkmg mventory study to evaluate potential Impacts to on-street 
parking m the surroundmg neighborhood The study analyzed over 700 parkmg spaces along 
several streets Withm the VICinity of the new Mundo Verde School site to determme demand and 
supply charactenstics from 7.00am until 7·00pm The Study noted 227 unrestricted spaces and 
480 spaces reserved under the Residential Permit Parkmg (RPP) Program The Study found that 
durmg school hours parkmg spaces along RPP Blocks were generally 60%-70% utilized whlle 
unrestricted spaces were 90% to 100% utilized Durmg normal school hours unrestricted spaces 
are not hkely to be available however the parking mventory along RPP designated blocks may be 
utilized by guests bnefly VISiting the school The Apphcant has agreed to prohibit faculty and staff 
from parkmg on neighborhood streets and w1thm the proposed "school zone" m front of the school 
durmg school hours 

In the event there are special events held at the school durmg the evenmg, the Study Identified 
available on-street inventory to accommodate potential demand The Study Identified a total of 39 
unrestncted spaces along P Street and 61 spaces along 0 Street withm the same block as the Mundo 
Verde School however it may be necessary that school VISitors park further from the Site dunng 
evemng events. The Study mdicates that the existmg on-street parkmg mventory can adequately 
accommodate the antiCipated demand durmg school hours and for school events held m the 
evemng 

SCHOOL LOADING ZONE 
The Applicant proposes a school loadmg zone along P Street directly adJacent to the school site 
Pursuant 18 DCMR § 2406.2, DDOT IS authorized to assist schools m estabhshmg school loadmg 
zones. Schoolload!gg zones are established to provide access for fire trucks and other emergency 
vehicles m the event of an emergency and to accommodate student drop-off and pick-up actiVIties 
Generally, school zone parkmg restnctions are between the hours of 7 OOam until 6.30pm The 
Applicant has not yet submitted an official request to DDOT for a loadmg zone along P Street 
However, when th1s mformation Is submitted to DDOT for review It must provide details of the 
proposed school zone operations and restrictions mcludmg the desired parking restriction hours 
and whether these restrictions would permit 10-15 mmute parkmg for drop-off and pick-ups or If 
dnvers must remam m vehicles The Applicant IS strongly encouraged to work closely With the 
DDOT's Safe Routes to School Coordmator to address these Issues. 

In conJunction With the proposed schoolloadmg zone, the Applicant has proposed modifications to 
pubhc space elements that Will reqmre further reVJew DDOT finds that the proposed curb­
extensions flanking the school loadmg zone area would remove additional parking spaces and 
create narrower travel lanes which may not be necessary at the site given the narrow street Width 
DDOT also discourages use of the mid block crosswalks on P Street as these may encourage far side 
drop-offs and picks ups and potentially create unnecessary conflicts With students attempting to 
cross the street as vehicles enter and ex1t the school loading zone area DDOT Will work With the 
Applicant to address these and other pubhc space Issues during the pubhc space permitting 
process General gu1dance on the treatment of pubhc space can be found m DDOT's Pubhc Realm 
Manual 

TRAVEL DEMAND MANAGEMENT (TDM) PROGRAM 
To help mitigate any potential transportation Impacts that may result from a reduced parking 
supply, DDOT has worked with the Applicant to mcorporate travel demand management (TOM) 
strategies appropnate for the sJte Through this collaboration, the Applicant has agreed to pursue 
the followmg TOM measures 
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• ProVIde a mmimum of 24 btcycle racks and shower facthties for staff that btke to work 
• Explore the addition of Capital Btkeshare and carshare locations near the stte 
• Prohibtt teachers and staff from parking on netghborhood streets mcludmg the "school. 

zone" proposed m front of the Property 
• Refrain from substdlzmg or mcentJVIzmg parking for staff and faculty 
• Promote and market sustamable commuting efforts to staff and faculty 
• Offer pre-tax payroll deduction for transportatlon expenses for employees that use Metro, 

bus, or btke to work 

DDOT finds that the proposed TDM strategies conststent with District standards In addition to the 
aforementioned TDM strategies, the Applicant proposes to run a senes of vans to transport 
students from neighborhoods m Ward 1 and Ward 4 to the School The vans are antlctpated to 
accommodate the students from approximately 20 famthes, which Will further reduce the number 
of vehicular trips to the site 
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FORM 150- MOTION / REQUEST . 

Before completing this form, please review the instructions on the reverse side. Print or type all information unless otherwise indicated. All 

information must be completely filled out. 

BZA 18676 
0 Applicant CJ Petitioner 0 Appellant CJ Intervenor Iii Other DDOT/AGENCY 

Motion/ Request to: 

0 Amend the Relief Sought 0 Reopen a Hearing (before decision) 

0 Waive Posting I Affidavit of Posting Requirement CJ Dismiss on the Merits 

u Waive Notice Requirement to Shorten Period ofTime Case is 0 Postpone 

Advertised in the DC Register 0 Continue 

0 Accept a Proffered Expert Witness 0 Correct a Transcript 

0 Allow Non-Authorized Representative to Perform Cross- (j Waive the following Time Deadline (i.e. 14-day filing deadline): 

Examination 

(il Reopen the Record (j Other: Waive the 7-day filing deadlrne 

Points and Authorities: 

On a separate sheet of8 W' x 11" paper, state each and every reason why the Zoning Commission (ZC) or Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) 

should grant your motion or request, including relevant references to the Zoning Regulations or Map. 

I hereby certify that on this 

I served • copy of the fore&olnt Motion or Request to each Applicant, Petitioner, Appellant, Party, and/ or Intervenor, and the Office of 

Si&nature: 

Print Name: 

Rrm/Oraanlzation: 

Address: 55 M Street, SE 

202-7 41-5835 - fleming.el-amin@dc.gov 
To be notrf ied of hea ring and d ecision : (M aker of M ot ion/Requ est o r Author ized Agent ) 
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