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BZA Case 18676
Party Witness Information
1. Witnesses: Brian Brown will be appearing on the party's behalf

2. Summary of Testimony

My name is Brian Brown and I am owner of three buildings located 15' 130" and 150" feet
from the subject application. I have also resided in the Shaw and Ledroit Park
neighborhoods for 25 years. [ have owned these buildings for over 10 years. In addition
I am a project manger and developer involved in the planning and redevelopment of
1406, 1408, 1412, 1414 & 1420 North Capital Street NW all of which are between 15'
and 45' from the subject applicant. As part of the redevelopment of 1334/1336 & 1424
North Capital Street NW, I have spent days on P Street, O Street and North Capital. It
has been my experience that parking has been extremely tight. Consistently when I have
sought Parking on the 1400 block of North Capital has between 10:00am and 3:00 pm it
has been unavailable. Parking on P Street and O street has been typically unavailable
from 7:30 until 6:00pm

In addition DDOT has historically had a policy of restricting parking in front of schools
during school hours for public safety reasons for the children and we anticipate this to be
applied for also once the school opens further restricting the available parking.

Traffic in this 1 block radius (P Street & 1st Street & North Capital) has typically become
congested from 7:30am-10:00am and 2:00pm - 7:00pm During those periods it has
typically taken 7 lights (19 minutes) to progress 2 blocks south on north capital) Two
lights (4 minutes) to progress east or west on P Street and 5 lights (12 minutes) to
progress south on Ist Street. With this type of congestion DDot has increased parking
restrictions on North Capital during rush hour in the last 90 days with no significant
improvement in traffic flow so we anticipate further restrictions to be applied.

We are in the process of redeveloping the projects adjacent to the applicant subject. All
the properties we have already developed doubled the amount of retail space they had
historically and our current plans call for the same types of changes to the buildings being
redeveloped further increasing demand for the limited spots available. With the reduced
parking on the subject property we believe it will create undue hardship on neighbors and
long term residents when searching for parking.
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1. The reduced requirement for private off street parking will aggravate an already
difficult street parking situation. This will make it more difficult to attract retail tenants
to our buildings forcing us to reduce our rental rates to attract appropriate tenants.

2 & 3 Legal Interest and distance. Mr. Brown is the principle owner of 1424 North
Capital Street NW which is 15' feet from the subject application. Mr. Brown is also the
principal owner of 1334/1336 North Capital Street NW which is 150’ from the subject
application. Mr. Brown is also a manager of 1406, 1408, 1412, 1414 & 1420 North
Capital which are all 15' - 45' from the subject application.

4 &5. T am concerned about the reduction of parking in the area. The We are currently
planning for redevelopment of 1406, 1408, 1412, 1414 & 1420 North Capital. As part of
this redevelopment we have been designing housing with a significant component of
outdoor space of which 1424 North Capital was a prototype.

Reduced private parking will result in an increased demand for street parking has
historically created additional congestion pollution while drivers search for parking.

Our tenants have indicated during peak times they have been forced to restrict their use of
their outdoor space due to the pollution noise and congestion.

6. If the applicants request is granted we will look at converting the retail space from
retail to residential which we can do as a matter of right because of the diminished value
for retail. While we would be forced to do this for economic reasons, based on the
Office of Planning small area plan draft report that use would not be what is desired or
wanted by DCRA office of Planning or the neighbors.



