
BZA CASE NO. 18638 
TEST FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION PARKING REUEF 
FOR HISTORIC STRUCTURES 11 DCMR § 2120.6 

Amount ofPorkmq ReqUired(§ 2120.3): 

[P]arkmg shall be requ1red for any addtt/On where 

(a) The gross floor area of the h1stonc resource 1s bemg mcreased by 50% or more, and 
Appftcant's Project 3495 24 sf GFA ex1stmg v 18,126 sf GFA proposed-- more than 50% 

(b) The parkmg requ1rement attnbutable to the mcrease m gross floor area 1s at least four (4) 
spaces Appftcant's Project 8 umts m htstonc butldmgs, 29 umts m addttton = 15 requtred 
spaces 

Special Exception S~nd~rds -- How A_ppJjcantJVJeets the Test 
The requ1red parkmg w1ll result in s1gmficant • Presence of h1stonc structures frontmg on 
architectural or structural difficulty in Church Street only allow parkmg access 
maintaining the historic integrity and from 10-foot rear alley 
appearance of the historic resource • Applicant must retam three h1stonc 

bUJidmgs for a depth of 30'-8" as measured 
from Church Street, mcludmg dem1sing 
wall$ that separate them below grade 

• Cannot excavate below h1stonc bu1ldmgs 
due to those dem1smg walls 

• Only rear port1on of srte- approximately 
42'-4" deep- could accommodate parkmg 
spaces or parkmg ramp to below-grade 
parkmg after accountmg for 
elevator/mechamcal core 

• Rear area can accommodate 4 legal 
compact surface spaces 
0 Tandem/stacked spaces poss1ble but 

could only practically serve same umt 
0 but units des1gned for smgle occupancy 

• Below grade parkmg not poss1ble 
0 Would result m 22 8% grade for ramp 

where max1mum manageable grade 1s 
12%-14% (but not deSirable) 

0 St1ll no room for parkmg spaces below 
grade due to need for a1sle w1dth for 
access and maneuverability 

0 s1te 1s only 38 feet wide whereas dnve 
ramp and a1sle each need 20 feet (40 
feet total) 

The Applicant shall address each of the fol/owmg 
criteria as port of 1ts presentation to the Boord: 
(a) Max1mum number of students, employees, The 37-umt res1dent1al bu1ldmg 1s expected to 
guests, customers, or clients who can reason~bly have only one occupant per umt, residents may 
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be expected to use the proposed building or have a v1s1tors penod1cally, but they are 
structure at one t1me antrc1pated to soc1ahze off-srte at the many 

venues m the neighborhood 
(b) Amount of traffic congestion exrsting and/or • The res1dent1al bu1ldmg IS expected to 
that the redevelopment of the h1storrc resource generate 6 add1t1onal AM peak tnps and 9 
can reasonably be expected to add to the add1t1onal PM tnps, if no TOM measures 
neighborhood; Implemented 

• Impact on roadway network operations IS 

ms1gnrficant and Imperceptible per 
Gorove/Siade study 

-

(c) Quantity of exrstmg pubhc, commercial, or • 4 on-s1te spaces Will be prov1ded 
private parking, other than curb parking, on the • 5 Off-S1te Parkmg Garages w1thm 4 Blocks 
property or in the nerghborhood that can • Owner has leased 2 spaces m adJacent 
reasonably be expected to be avarlable when the garage for use by res1dents should the 
redevelopment Is complete; and spaces be needed 

(d) Proxrmity to public transportatron, • 14 Cars hare Locat1ons w1thm 3 Blocks 
particularly Metrorail stations, and availabrhty of • Cap1tal B1keshare Stat1on around corner m 
either pubhc transportation serv1ce in the area, same block 
or a rrde sharmg program approved by the • 3 Metrora1l Stations w1th1n walkmg distance 
District of Columbia Department of , (Dupont C1rcle, U Street/Cardozo, and 
Transportation McPherson Square) 

• 10 Metrobus routes and D C Crrculator Bus 
operatmg on 14th Street, 16th Street, or P 
Street 

The Board shall grant only the amount of reltef • The applicant has demonstrated that rt can 
needed to alleviate the difficulty proved. only prov1de the four spaces as shown on 

drawmgs 

• Impossible to prov1de any below grade 
parkmg due to h1stonc structures, steep 
grade requtred for ramp, and narrowness of 
srte that cannot accommodate 20-foot w1de 
ramp, 20-foot w1de aisle, and 8-foot deep 
parkmg space on 38-foot w1de Site 

• Cannot prov1de add1t1onal surface parkmg 
0 turnmg parkmg to s1de and creatmg 

dnve a1sle, resulting m the same 4 
spaces 

0 stacked spaces also mfeas1ble 

• Applicant has proved rehef for 11 of the 15 
requtred spaces (73%) 

• Cons1stent w1th 100% spec1al except1on 
rehef granted for the requtred 23 spaces at 
15 Dupont Ctrcle (BZA Case No 18744) 


