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Wallach Place Outreach Update 

Introduction: 

The purpose of this update is to respond to the Board's request regarding additional outreach with the 

Wallach Place residents. The following highlights the extensive community outreach done by Madison 
lnvestments (the "Applicant") and addresses the comments voiced by three WaJiach Place residents who 
attended the October 8, 20 13 hearing. 

Neighborhood Outreach Prior to BZA Hearing: 

The Applicant conducted extensive community outreach and made several modifications to the project 

based on the resulting feedback. The result bas been an overwhelmingly positive reaction from the 
majority of Wallach Place residents and the broader community nearby. 

Date Outt·cach 

Aug 12 Attended a Wallach Place resident meeting at the home of Doug Johnson, a Wallach Place 
resident, to describe the project and listen to feedback. 

Aug 19 Presented to the ANC lB Design Review Committee. 
Sept4 Sent update to all Wallach Residents (and contact infonnation to answer questions) 
Sept5 Presented at the ANC I B meeting. 
Sept6 Sent a flyer to aJI residents within a four block radius infonning them of the upcoming Design 

Review Committee meetings and ANC meetings and inviting them to attend a meeting 
arranged specifically to obtain their feedback. 

Sept12 Attended the U Street Neighborhood Association meeting. 
Sept16 Presented to the ANC 1 B Design Review Committee. 
Sept19 Conducted a meeting with neighbors within a four block radius of the Property as promised 

and, later that evening, attended a Shaw-Dupont Citizens Alliance meeting. 
Oct3 Presented at the ANC I B meeting and received unanimous support. 
Oct8 BZA Hearing 

In addition to the above, the Applicant went door-to-door on Wallach Place, attempting to reach every 
resident on the block, to expla in the project, answer questions, and address comments. Additionally, over 
the last three months the Applicant has obtained 82 letters in support for the Appl ication including 9 
businesses that operate nearby. Furthennore, 12 of those letters are from residents of Wallach Place. At 
the October 3 rd ANC meeting, the Commissioners commended the Applicant on their thorough 
community outreach. The Applicant has also received a letter in support from Ward One DC 
Councilmember Jim Graham. 

Subsequent Outreach FoUowing the BZA Hearing: 

Immediately fo llowing the BZA bearing, the Applicant emailed the three gentlemen who attended the 
hearing: Michael Hochman, Dan Wittels and Guy Podgomik. The Applicant also reached out to Doug 

Johnson, a Wallach Place resident and organizer, to coordinate a meeting with Wallach Place Residents. 

That meeting has been scheduled for October 22nd. See attached Doug Johnson Emai ls at Exhibit A. 

Michael Hochman, the closest resident to the project, lives at 1349 WaJiach Place. Mr. Hochman spoke 
in opposition but his comments included several favorable remarks as well. As the adjacent neighbor, it 



ts understandable that Mr Hochman has been actively Involved in these proceedings but he has also 
Indicated that he IS happy to see thts long neglected property be put to good use. Following the heanng, 
the Applicant met personally wtth Mr Hochman to answer any questions and dtscuss the zoning relief 
and construction process After fully understanding the constraints at the Property and relief requested, 
Mr. Hochman submitted a personalized letter In support of the project and withdrew any opposition See 
Hochman Letter of Support at Exhibit B 

Guy Podgormk, a Wallach Place restdent, expressed similar concerns at the heanng about the adverse 
effect of the project on street parking Immediately following the hearing the Applicant coordinated a 
meeting with Mr Podgornik and counsel for Monday, October 14, 2013 Dunng the meeting, the 
Applicant further explained the project and confirmed that Mr Podgorntk understood the relief sought 
and the modtftcations that the Applicant had made In response to commumty concerns, Including addmg a 
loading berth and leasing a portion of the commercial space to neighborhood serving retail rather than 
large restaurants and dnnkmg establishments Dunng the hour long meeting, Mr. Podgornik remained 
unwilling to stgn a letter of support Mr Podgornt, acknowledging the strength of the Applicant's case 
regarding parking relief, engaged In an extended dtalogue regarding the construction process and 
encouraged the Applicant to participate in lobbying to solidify the enforceability of RPP restncttons The 
Applicant assured Mr. Podgorntk that they would be sensitive to the needs of Wallach Place residents 
during construction and constder partaking In a lobbying effort regarding RPP restrictions 

At the heanng Dan Wtttels, a Wallach Place resident, testtfled about the adverse effect on the 
environment that may result from granting the Applicant's requested parking relief His concern was that 
as a result of the parking relief requested, more Wallach Place residents would be forced to park their cars 
at the rear of their home rather than on the street From an environmental perspective, this would Impact 
storm water management by decreasing the amount of grass The Applicant reached out to Mr Wittles 
following the hearing via email but recetved no response. See Ematls to Dan Wtttles at Exhtbtt C. Dunng 
the dtalogue wtth Mr. Podgorntk, the Applicant learned that the overwhelming majonty of Wallach Place 
residents currently have garages or parkmg pads at the rear ofthetr homes At least 38 of the 46 
properties on Wallach Place have an existing garage or parking pad available at the rear of the Property 1 

See Wallach Place Garages and Parking Pads at Exhtbtt D Mr. Podgornik even acknowledged that while 
he prefers to park on the street, tfno parking ts available he has the option of parking at the rear ofhts 
home. Furthermore, In following up on the concern ratsed by Mr Wtttels, It has come to the Apphcant's 
attention that Mr Wtttels owns two lots on Wallach Place, one wtth parking available at the rear and an 
adjacent vacant lot where he parks up to stx cars and has permttted Mr Podgornik to park In the past 

The Applicant IS scheduled to attend a second meeting with Wallach Residents at the home of Doug 
Johnson on October 22nd The meeting will occur after thts flling 1s due but the Applicant wtll continue to 
reach out to the commumty and cultivate a positive relationship with tts new neighbors. The Applicant 
will affirm, at the meeting, 1ts goal to carefully consider the commumty's needs dunng the construction 
process as evtdenced by 1ts agreement to clean-up the streets weekly and update the construction process 
and ttmebne btweekly on 1ts website 

1 The Apphcant has confirmed that of the 46 residences on Wallach Place, 38 have at least one parking space The 
Apphcant was unable to determine whether a parkmg space was avrulable at two of the properties 
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Glllall - watladl Resident Meeting 10/21/13 142 PM 

Sra Madam <srdmadam@gmarf com> 

Wallach Resident Meeting 

SJa Madani <siamadanl@gmall com> Wed, Oct 9, 2013 at 4 06 PM 
To Doug J <zoJtonlte@gmail eom>, "Brownstein, Craig" <Craig Brownstein@edelman com> 
Cc· Bany Madam <bmadanl@gmall com>, Meridith Moldenhauer <MMoldenhauer@washlaw.eom>, Omeade Hekmat 
<omeadeh@gmail.com> 

Doug & Cra1g, 

Hope you are weD. 

I wanted to see what the availability of you and your neighbors Is to give an update 1n person on the proJect, what we 
have mcorporated based on feedback and address any concerns that you may have 

Would you be kind enough to reach out to them and teD me what works for you 

Thank you and looking forward to seeing ag81n 

Sla 

Sla Madanf 

www madison~nvestments net 

2300 Wisconsin Ave NW 
SuJte300A 
Washington DC 20007 

Office 202-333-3273 
Cell· 202-345-2501 
Fax. 202 737 7159 

http //mail google.com/mall/u/O/?ul•2&ak•d19el0084e&vlew=pt&q=zoltonltd640gmail com&qsatrue&search•query&msg•l419ed415e51fd92 Page 1 of 1 



Omall - waUach Resident Meeting 10/21/13 1 43 PM 

Sra Madant <sramadaru@gmail com> 

Wallach Resident Meeting 

Brownstein, Craig <Craig Brownstem@edelman.eom> Wed, Oct 9, 2013 at 4'18 PM 
To: Sla Madant <siamadani@grnarl com>, Doug J <zoHonite@gmatl.com> 
Cc: Barry Madam <bmadant@grnarl com>, Meridith MoJdenhauer <MMoldenhauer@washlaw.com>, On1eade Hekmat 
<omeadeh@grnaU.com> 

Can do. Thanks. CB 

From: Sla Madani [mailto:sramadanr@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, Odober 09, 2013 4:07PM 
To: Doug J; Brownstein, Craig 
Cc: Barry Madani; Meridith Moldenhauer; Omeade Hekmat 
SUbject: Wallach Resident Meeting 

[Quoted text hidden) 

http //mall google com/mall/u/O/?ul .. 2&ik ... dl9e30084e&vlew•pt&q•zoltonltef640gmall com&qs .. trudsearch-query&msg .. l419edf50feb547d Pagelofl 



Cmall - Meeting with Wallach neighbors 10/21/13 145 PM 

S1a Madan• <starnadam@gmall c..om> 

Meeting with Wallach neighbors 

Doug J <ZOftonite@gmail com> Sat, Oct 12, 2013 at 2:46 PM 
To: S1a Madam <siamadam@gmad com> 

Hello Sm; 

Would you and your team be available to meet wath residents at 7pm, Oct 22nd? If so, looks like the meeting wiU be at 
our house again, 1315 WsUach Place 
Let me know when you can, 
afbest; -dbj 

http //maU.google com/mall/u/O/?ul•26lk•dl9e30084e&view•pt&qazoltonlte5U()gmall com&qs=true&search•query&msgal41adfcl72flfc852 Page 1 ofl 



Cmall - Meeting with Wallach neighbors 

Meeting with Wallach neighbors 

Sla Madani <slamadani@gmall.com> 
To· Doug J <zoltonite@gmail com> 

Hi Doug, 

That date works great 

Thank you for your help organiztng that Much appreciated' 

See you au then, 

Saa 
[Quoted text hidden) 

Sla Madani 

ri' 1MADJSON 
jiNV£STMENTS 

www mad1somnvestments net 

2300 Wisconsm Ave NW 
Suite300A 
washmgton DC 20007 

Office: 202-333-3273 
Cell 202-345-2501 
Fax: 202 737 7159 

10/21/U 142 PM 

Sta Madant <.s1amadam@gma11 com> 

Sun, Oct 13, 2013 at 8 26 PM 

http //mall google com/mall/u/OnuJ ... 26Jk .. d 19e30084elvtew=pt&q=zoltonlttX40gmall comlqs ... truelsearch=query&msgal4lb45b2c21cddl2 Page 1 ofl 



Exhibit B 



Govemment of the Olstlktof Columbia 
8cwd olloftJna Adjustment 441,. St tfW, Suite 200/210-5 
~DC2G001 

U: 8ZA Case flu!Rbet; 18Q2 

October 16, 1011 

My name Is Midaaet Hodunaa aad t am WFitfa8 to follow up oa my fetter to the 8oafd of ZOftlna 
Adjustment (the -aaant') dated September 23, Z011 tbat l submitted In the present matter. lA that 
letter, t expressed certain concems over the variance resardina off street parkJns that u• a u 
ResldentlaJJMadn lmtestments, U.C (the "Developer") was seekJna far tbe prope~ty IDcate6 at 1921-
D 141b Street NW, 1925 uat Street NW and 1351 Wallach PI NW (the "Pro~). t also attendecl tbe 
laird be4riD8 with respect to the Project that was conducted on October It 2013. Durina that heufn&, 
tbe Board instruded the Developer to reach out to adjacent property owners (t own and re5fde at 1349 
Waltacb PI NW, wJ1icb,Js the property Immediately adjacent to the Project) to discuss the Project and the 
variances that they were saeklnB-

t can report ttlat the OevefDper 'bas reached out to me and has e¥Piafned in great detaD their position OB 

the variances and why tbey tblnt they are necessary. I stiD have concems reptdina tbe coJilStrUdion of 
the Pf'o)ect and the effects It wJII bave on my bome (which 1 wJU address wJth the Deveto_per separately), 
but with respect to the variances beins souatat by tbe Oevetoper, t withdraw my objectlen to tbelr 
request and support their application to the Board for the variances beJnB SCJU&ht. As the Soard know~ 
the parkiDa situation in the nei&hbothoad continues to be 8ft issue, but the Devellper Is trapped 
between the requllements of bfstorlc ,.eservatlon and the ofktreet Plttina requirements and one of 
these will have to be subcmtinate to the other. Given the reaJity of bow the partdng ramp would be 
situated witb respect to my house if putins was required and the fact that their plans for the 
redevetopment of the bistorlc ~ located at tbe Project will be a true benefit to the 
nefshborhood, the Developer bas followed the Board's instruc.tions ancl bas suffldently addressed my 
coacems wltb tbelr appJication. 

I am bappy to discuss this further with the 8oard if there are any questions repnlna this letter. 

Reptds, 

~---------
Mfchael Nac:hmaft 
1149 wanam PI NW 
202·641.()395 
mikehodvnaA@lhotmall.com 
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Gmail - Follow up to the BZA Hearing 

Follow up to the BZA Hearing 

SJa MadanJ <siamadanf@gmail com> 
To: wittels@msn.com 
Cc- Meridith Moldenhauer <MMoldenhauer@washlaw com> 

HI Dan, 

10/18/13 3 06 PM 

Sra f.'iadr~nr <<;wmadanr@gmarl com> 

Wed, Oct 9, 2013 at 10 19 AM 

I wanted to follow up wdh you and suggest a time to meet to diSCuss the 14th & waDach project 

I will have Meridith, my attorney who was at the BZA, with me 

Please suggest some times you are available 

Thank you and see you soon. 

Sla 

SlaMadanl 

www mad1somnvestments net 

2300 WISconsin Ave. NW 
Suite300A 
Washington DC 20007 

Office: 202-333-3273 
Cell 202-345-2501 
Fac 202 737 7159 

http //mall google com/mail/u/0/7UI•2&1k .. dl9e30084e&vlewapt&q=Winels6qsatrue&searchoquerylmsg=I419d961cc5dl6el Page 1 of 1 



GmaU - Follow up to the BZA Hearing 

Follow up to the BZA Hearing 

Sla Madani <stamadanl@gmaiJ.com> 
To. wrttels@msn.com 
Cc· Menddh Moldenhauer <MMoldenhauer@washlaw.corn> 

HtDan, 

10/18/13 3 07 PM 

St.t Madam <stan,adam@gmatl com> 

Tue, Oct 15,2013 at 7:08PM 

I wanted to fo11ow up aga~n With you to see If you want to sit and diSCUSS the project at 14th & watlach 

Please let me know what you availability is for getting togetber 

Thanks, 

Sia 
{Quoted text hidden] 

http //maU googte comtmall/u/0/7ul•2&ik-cll9e30084e&vlew=pt6q .. wlttels&qs=true&searcb=query&msg .. 141be60c8c63fcf5 Page 1 of 1 



Exhibit D 



!Wallach Place Resident Log 



WALLACH YLACE PRIVATE GARAGES AND PARKING PADS 


