To: Board of Zoning Adjustment

Re: BZA #18599 — Trinity AME Zion Church Special Exception to Allow Parking Lot in R-5-B
District

Board members:

Please add the following to the file for BZA #18599. What follows are a list of names, addresses,
and comments from the July 20, 2013, community meeting held at Greater Tried Stone Church
(1363 Otis Place, NW) at which this issue was discussed. Attendees were invited to comment on

their position with the BZA application.

Following those sheets are emails/letters received by Commissioner Vickey Wright-Smith
(1A02) with regards to the application.

Regards,

Kent Boese
Chair, ANC 1A
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Trinity AMEZ Church Parking lot

FROM mhonablew@aol.com TO You + 1 More

Hide Details
From
« mhonablew@aol.com
L]
To
¢ vawsesq(@yahoo.com
CC

maddieghee22@gmail.com

I am a member of Trinity AMEZ Church and realize the great need we have for our parking lot.
When I first began attending Trinity, there was not enough space to park on the lot. I had to park
on the street , where the residents of the neighborhood would remind me that I was parking in
THEIR spaces. Often 1 would have to park on the Giant Food Store's parking lot —- on the comer
of 14th street (Before they moved)

When Trinity purchased the additional lots, i was able to park closer to the church -- whenever I
could find a space. It was usually filled with neighbor hood cars, especially for during the week
activities AND sometimes on Sunday. It again often became necessary to find a place to park on
the street.

However, now there is a 'parking by permit only' restriction in the area around the church. The
parking lot is very important to those of us attendig Trinity. i am a senior citizen, with diabetes,
high blood pressure, vision problems and who walks with a cane. To me the parking lot is not a
need, it is a necessity.

Mildred honablew

Email : mhonablew @aol.com

Sent with Verizon Mobile Email



From

e Psyche

.
To

» vawse ahoo.com
cC

¢ Tyisha Maria Kirby

My name is Isabelle Kirby and I've been a member of Trinity AME Zion Church for 50 years.
I've raised my family in this church. Since the lots inception I've been parking on the lot; as have
my children and their children. At 86 years of age, if the parking lot is taken away, where do you
suggest myself and other members park? Unlike other churches that may be able to double park
on the main street, we don't have that option. My church members rely on this parking lot as
much as I do.

I'm asking that we continue to have the privilege of parking on the lot.

If you need to reach me, feel free to call at 202-328-3239 or write at 904 S Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20001.

Sent on behalf of Isabelle Kirby by Psyche Kirby Lewis



July 17, 2013

Dear Commisstoner Wright-Smith,

This letter is to express my support for Trinity AME Zion Church's parking lot. My family and | have been
members of Trinity for decades. As a young girl, | remember the countless times my mom and | would
drive an hour or more to Trinity only to find there were no spaces in or around the church- and drive
right back home. it was a great relief when we then acquired the other lot.

What does the parking lot mean to me personally? It means that when I come to church, | can actually
go to church. | do not have to circle around it 20 times trying to find a parking space, praying that
someone will leave, only to finally give up and make my way back home. it means that my 90 year old
grandfather and 85 year old grandmother can park that much closer to the church and therefore have
less to walk. One reason | choose to park on the second lot is in order to reserve the closer lot for our
elderly members, for which there are many. it means that I'm a little bit safer. As a now 28 year old
woman that comes to church alone, | have been accosted on the streets surrounding Trinity more times
than | care to count. Unfortunately, this has happened almost every single time | have had to park
someplace other than the lot. It also means that the members of the many ministries dedicated to
serving the community can come and do just that- serve the surrounding community.

To be fair, community concerns need to be addressed. From my personal experience, safety will be an
issue regardless of who i1s controlling the parking lot. Each time | have been approached by questionable
people on the streets surrounding Trinity, several neighbors have witnessed but not one has ever
stepped in. Only other church members have ever come to my aid. The lot is monitored when church is
in session and when there are church events. Otherwise, the church graciously allows the community to
park on the lot freely. If safety is truly an issue, a solution could be to have the lot fully gated, then shut
it down and only allow parking when the lot can be monitored. This, unfortunately, would cause an even
greater nuisance to the surrounding community members. | think a much better idea would be for
church leaders and community leaders to work together to create a plan that benefits both sides. Along
with this, | understand that commuter parking is an issue. The fact is that neighbors are only majorly
inconvenienced one day a week for only PART of the day. To be perfectly honest, most neighbors have
not been inconvenienced at all as they have noticed that Trinity has not been enforcing towing and
continue to park on the lot as they please. Trinity also gives ample notice when the lot will be needed
for other events on other days, such as funerals, and again neighbors still park there with no
consequence. It is important to note that parking on this lot for neighbors is and always has been FREE.
Others in the community are spending hundreds of doliars MONTHLY to park in comparable lots and
facilities. Finally, | would like to address the “unsanitary” conditions. Trinity regularly schedules church
clean ups which include the inside and outside of the church. The lot is cleaned on a regular basis and
the trash being collected is not being left by church members. Inspection of the initial application for the
parking lot will show that community members are also supposed to help clean the lot, as they are also
using the lot. While all of these community concerns are perfectly legitimate, they are also issues that



are not specific to this one parking lot but rather to the neighborhood as a whole. As such, it is
unrealistic to think Trinity can solve these issues alone or that taking away the parking lot from Trinity
will solve these problems.

When you are hearing from the community members who oppose the lot, | hope you are also hearing
from the many community members who have been helped because of the lot. Maybe you will hear
from the neighbors who regularly come to the church on Saturday mornings to purchase high quality,
nutritious food at a SEVERELY discounted rate. They park in the lot as well as the many members that
come to distribute the food. Maybe you will hear from the neighbor who asked the church if she could
reserve the lot for her wedding reception. The church posted signs, cancelled meetings, rescheduled
rehearsals, and altered other plans to accommodate her, and they did it GLADLY, Maybe you will even
hear from the neighbor who parked their brand new car- temporary tags and all- on the lot just a few
Sundays ago. This neighbor had their window down in the rain with their credit card sitting in plain view.
A Trinity member monitored the car until the owner came, making sure the car and the credit card were
both safe. | can assure you there are countless other stories like these.

As you sit and hear all of the reasons why Trinity should not be allowed to keep the lot, | hope all
stakeholders are taking into account afl of the effects of such a decision. It is clear that taking away the
lot would not only have negative consequences on Trinity members, but on the community at large.

Sincerely,

Brittany Mackel



Trinity AME Zion Church Parking Lot
FROM Jean-Philippe Bordelais TO You
Hide Details

From

» Jean-Philippe Bordelais

To

o vawsesq@yahoo.com

Good afternoon Ms. Wright-Smith,

My name is JP and I am writing regarding the Trinity AME Zion Church's parking lot. I am one
of the many who benefit from the Church's parking lot as parking in this area of the community

has become very difficult due to lack of space.

This parking alternative solution has been, as far as I'm concerned, a godsend for those of us who
benefit from it, and the Trinity AME Zion Church is to be commended for allowing community

residents to park on its premises.

I will be out of town later this week and for the next few days and therefore will not be able to
attend the July 20 meeting, but I want to express my sincere appreciation for the opportunity to
use the Church's parking lot, and support for all the efforts toward preserving such an

opportunity. Many thanks.
Sincerely,

JP Bordelais
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