
Desa1ptlon of how nodce weslhen: ANC website, community l1stserves. flyers passed out to affected residents, and surrounding area. 

Community meetings held on June 18, 2013 and July 1, 2013 and then another meeting on July 20, 2013. 
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ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION lA 

SMD lAOI - Lisa Kralov•c 
SMD IA04- Lalna AquiUne 
SMD 1A07- Thomas Boisvert 
SMD lAIO- Anthony Cinuno 

SMD IA02- Vickey Wnght-Snuth 
SMD lAOS- Kevm Holmes 
SMD lAOS- Kent Boese 
SMD lAll -Dottie Love Wade 

SMD 1A03- Steve Swank 
SMD 1A06- Patrick W. Flynn 
SMD 1A09- Bobby Holmes 
SMD 1A12- Rosalind M. Gilham 

Resolution in Support of Trinity AME Zion's Church's Reguest for 
Special Exception to Allow a Parking Lot but with Certain Conditions 

Whereas, the Applicant, Tnmty AME Zwn Church (heremafter "Church"), has ftled 
an application wtth the Board of Zonmg Adju~tment, (heremafter "The BZA") 
pursuant to 11 DCMR Secuon 3104 1 seekmg a spec tal exception to allow a parkmg 
lot (last approved under BZA Order No 16298) under ~ectJon 213, m the R-5-B 
Distnct at premises 1417, 1493 and 1507 Meridian Place, NW (Square 2684, Lots 
556, 551 and 558). The BZA Application IS case No 18599 

Whereas, the Church acquired the property on or around March11, 1996, and the 
mtended use of the property was to be the construction of a parkmg lot contammg 
46 spaces In 1996 and as far back as 1993, the surroundmg residential 
neighborhood was considered densely populated and m need of parkmg facilities 
Areas restdents at that time wanted additional parkmg The Church applied for a 
special exception to operate a parkmg lot for the church and the commumty which 
was granted m 1998 

The1998 BZA Order No. 16298 had the followmg condtttons 

1 The Approval was for FIFTEEN YEARS (Expired on May 6, 2013) 
2 No dangerous or otherwise obJectlonable traffic conditions shall result from the 

establishment of the use, and the present character and future development of the 
netghborhood shall not be affected adversely 

3 The parkmg lots shall be reasonably necessary and convement to other uses m 
the vtcimty, so that the hkely result wtll be a reduction mover sp11l parkmg on 

~ neighborhood streets 
4 A maJOrity of the parkmg spaces shall serve residential uses or short-term 

parkmg needs of reta1l. service and pubhc fac1hty uses m the vtcmtty 
5 All areas devoted to drtveways, access lanes and parkmg areas shall be paved 

and mamtamed wtth bttununous concrete or bnck matenals, or a combmat10n of these 
materials whtch forms an all-weather Impervious surface, and which IS a nunimum of four 
mches ( 4 m.) m thtcknes~ 

6. The parkmg lots shall be destgned so that no vehtcle or any part of a vehtcle 
proJects over any lot hne or buddmg lme 

7 No other use shall be conducted from or upon the premises, and no structure 
other than an attendant's shelter shall be erected or used upon the premtses unless the. 
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use or ~tructure 1s otherwise pernutted m the dtstnct m whtch the parking lots are 
located 

8 No vehtcular entrance or exit shall be wtthm forty feet (40ft) of a street 
mtersecuon as measured from the mtersectton of the curb lines extended 

9 Any hghtmg used to tllummate the acce~sory parkmg spaces shall be arranged 
so that all direct rays are confmed to the surface of the parkmg lots. 

10 The parkmg lots shall be kept free of refuse and debns 
11 The parkmg lots shall be landscaped With trees and shrubs covenng a 

mmtmum of five percent (5%) of the total area of the parkmg lots The landscapmg shall 
be mamtamed m a healthy growmg condition and m a neat and orderly appearance 

12 All parts of the lots not devoted to parkmg areas, dnveways, access lanes, 
attendant's shelter, or reqmred screenmg walls shall be kept free of refuse and 
debns and shall be paved and landscaped 

13 The lots !!~hall be screened from all contiguous residential property by a sohd 
bnck or stone wall at least twelve mches (12m.) thtck and forty-two mches (42 m) 
high or by evergreen hedges and/or evergreen growmg trees which are thickly 
planted and mamtamed and are at least forty-two mches ( 42 m ) m height when 
planted 

14 The dimensions of the parkmg spaces shall be a mtmmum of mne feet (9ft.) m 
width and nmeteen feet ( 19 ft ) m length. 

15 On a temporary but expenmental basts Tnmty AME Zton Church shall post 
signs on Lot 557 permittmg unattended pubhc parkmg between the hours of 10. 00 p m 
and 6·00 a m seven (7) day'i pet week There shall also be stgns requestmg the 
commumty's cooperation m mamtammg the lot free of debns etc. 

16 A pronunently dtsplayed commumty bulletm board shall be mstalled m the 
vtcimty of Lots 556, 557 and 558 that would announce actlvtttes sponsored by 
the church and the commumty as well as stipulations regardmg use of the lots. 

17 Tnmty AME Zton Church shall provide designated parkmg to members m the 
commumty on a regular basts between the hours of 10.00 p.m and 6 00 a.m 
Secunty gates shall be mstalled and members of the church and the commumty 
shall be tssued access cards 

18. On "bad" weather days (particularly m the event of snow), the commumty 
members shall be allowed parkmg on the lots at any ttme or day of the week 

Whereas, the parkmg s1tuat10n m the area has gotten worse With the addition of The 
Allegro Apartments which has about 297 umts located nght behmd the homes m the 1400 
block of Mendtan Place (from 1402 Mendtan Place to 1434 Mendtan Place) The residents 
m thts area ate still m need of addttlonal parkmg 

Whereas, The ANC Comnuss10ner for ANC1A02 held commumty meetings on June 18, 
2013 and July 1, 2013 and recetved wntten commumcattons from commumty members 
and spoke dtrectly with commumty members regardmg the Church's request to renew Its 
special exception to contmue to operate the parkmg lot for the church and the commumty 
While some m the commumty are very grateful for the parkmg that the church provtdes, 
some concerns have been rat sed by the some other members of the commumty 
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Whereas m order to address those commumty concerns ANCIA. in addition to the 
above listed conditions from BZA Order No. ·16298 (except for the FIFTEEN YEAR 
TIME PERIOD), would hke to see the followmg conditions Implemented as well 

1 Approval shall be for a penod of SEVEN YEARS. 

2 G1ven the penod1c and somettmes cnme problems m the lot and the areas 
surroundmg the lot and the neighborhood m general, the church should contact 
the District of Columbia Government and have a light study done to see If non­
mtrusJve hghtmg IS appropnate and/or necessary for the parkmg lot The church 
should also look mstalhng surveillance cameras It 1s not clear If these 
measures would deter cnme, but It m1ght be helpful The church should stay m 
contact With the Metropolitan Pohce Department to ask them to patrol the area 
more frequently when unfortunate cnmes occur m and around the parkmg lot 

3 The Church needs to take Immediate measures to ensure that parkmg 1s 
avrulable for residents of the neighborhood and/or their guest and not for 
commuters or for those who do not hve m the neighborhood The neighborhood 
IS defmed as re~Idents of the block of Center St between Oak and Mendian 
Place, and those who hve on the 1400 to 1500 block ofMendJan Place 

4 Re'ildent vehicles parked on the Church's lots dunng hours of worshtp and 
acllvity days should be forewarned 

5 The church should come up with a system wherem they Issue parkmg passes for 
the church members and the members of the commumty who hve on Center St 
between Oak and Mendtan Place, and those who hve on the 1400 to 1500 block 
of Mend1an Place 

6 The church should momtor the parkmg lot and contact the Metropolitan Pohce 
Department to Issue tickets to cars parked without the parkmg pass and then 
contract with a local tow company to have cars towed 

7 The Church needs to take Immediate measures to prevent cars from parkmg 10 
the middle of the lot, which borders Center St The cars parked 10 the mtddle 
of the lot, prevent other cars from ex1t10g the lot The Church could arrange to 
tow these cars or to line the lot so that It ts clear where people should park 
Lmmg the lot would requue the lot to be paved 

8 Every effort should be made to make sure that no vehtcles park on the grassy 
lot on Mendian Place, unless the church 1s usmg the lot for over flow parkmg 
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9 The Church will mamtam regular trasWgarbage removal servtce, a 
mmtmum of 2 times per week The Church should provtde trash cans that 
have hds on them 

10 The Church or the BZA should come up wtth some enforcement mechamsm to 
make sure that the condttlons from the 1998 BZA Order No 16298 and the~e 
proposed conditions for BZA Case No 18599 are adhered to Perhaps an 
Advisory board/commtttee, which would mclude members of the commumty 
and the church 

Whereas, The Church and ANC 1 A have been m negotiations to try and fmahze a 
Settlement Agreement whtch would have mcluded these condit10ns but have not yet, to 
date, successfully negottated and executed a Settlement Agreement, 

Whereas, there has been some discussion about the church seekmg a contmuance of the 
July 30,2013 hearmg before the BZA, but nothmg has been finalized. ANClA does not 
want to mtss out on tts opportumty to wetgh m on thts very important matter as the Church 
IS provtdmg a much needed service to our commumty 

Be It Resolved That: 

1. Nottce be sent to the BZA that ANC lA hereby supports Tnmty AME Zion 
Church's request for spectal exceptiOn to allow a parkmg lot, but wtth certam 
condtttons 

##### 

Certification 

At a regularly scheduled and publicly noticed meetmg held on July 10, 2013, AdvtSOIJ:. 
Neighborhood Commission lA considered the above resolution jYith a quorum of~ 
Commt~siOners present, the Commtsston voted wtth ..::z_ yeas, _5_ nos, and 

--: ~:e u ns to ad pt the above resoluuon Un~ ..: 

Chatrman, ANC 1A VIce cliatr 

Advisory Neighborhood CommisMon lA 
1180 Monroe Street, NW #I 01 

Washmgton, DC 20010 
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