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MEMORANDUM 

TO: D1str1ct of Columbia Board of Zomng AdJustment :::. 
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FROM: 
District of Columbia O 

cAsE NO 1 .fr 9t ,; 
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EXHIBIT NO _t>I',;;___.L'---

MaQnc~Keys~ 
DistriCt Department of TransportatiOn (DD,OT) 

DATE: July 15, 2013 

SUBJECT: BZA Case 18591 - 1255 H Street, NE (Square 1004, Lot 0343) 

APPLICATION 
Pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3103 2, the Applicant seeks a vanance to allow for an additiOn to an e)!:Jstmg 
commercial bmldmg that IS not m compliance With the maximum floor area ratio (FAR), required 
parkmg spaces, nor the reqmred loadmg faohties for proposed restaurant use as set forth m DCMR 
Sections 772 1, 21011 and 22011 respectively for premises 1255 H Street, NE (Square 1004, Lot 
0343). 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
The proposed proJect mcludes the renovation of an eXIstmg commercial buildmg to a restaurant 
w1th mdoor seatmg, rooftop seating, and culmary traimng facility. The site mamtams no onsite 
parkmg and no loadmg docks. The proposed renovation mcludes an extensiOn of a second floor, a 
new partial th!rd floor, a canopy over a roof service bar, and egress enclosure to an extstmg 
two-story bmldmg The property m Its current configuration 1s approXImately 2,338 sf m lot area 
and 5,360 sf m total bmldmg area wh1ch mcludes an existing basement Th'e proposed addiOons 
will add approximately 2,053 square feet to the bulldmg. 

RECOMMENDATION AND CONDITIONS 
If approved this proJect may lead to margmal mcreases m vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle trips m 
the VICinity of this property However, based on a thorough review of the mformatlon proVIded, 
DDOT has determmed that the requested zonmg relief will not have a sigmficant Impact on the 

~ goav~t ~QlldJgg~,of.~,~J)~tri~t'$ tnmspoJ1a,tlll_n network Ho~w~~~r,,th~_Q.gbve_ry <}nd lQaP,ing 
operations of the restaurant have the potentJal to Impact traffic m this area If these fun coons 
mterrupt traffic flow or block access along H Street, 13th Street, or m the pubhc alley As such, 
DDOT requests that the Boara of Zomng AdJustment reqmre the followmg cond1tJons with 
approval of the requested vanance 
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1 Allloadmg and garbage p1ck-up shall occur at the rear of the budding from the pubhc alley 

2 Busmess operations of the s1te do not block vehicular access to the public alley, other than 
bnefloadmg and garbage pick-up 

SITE ACCESS AND LOADING 
The site can be accessed via H Street and by an alley located at the rear of the bUildmg. H Street Is a 
high capacity transit corndor servmg numerous bus routes and IS heavily ut1hzed by pedestrtans, 
cyclists, and transit patrons The subJect property IS directly adJacent to a planned streetcar station 
on the H StreetfBennmg Road Lme This streetcar hne IS currently under constructaon and expected 
to begm service later this year Neither streetcar construction nor operating level or service shall 
be Impeded dunng the renovatiOn or busmess operations of the Site 

Frequent deliveries to the Site may be hmdered along H Street durmg construction of the streetcar 
hne as well as durmg ongomg streetcar transit sernce hours For these reasons, DDOT Is not likely 
to support reserved curb space or designated loading zones along H Street or 13th Street m the 
VIcimty of thiS site. Allloadmg and garbage p1ck-up shall occur at the rear of the bUildmg from the 
pubhc alley. Busmess operations of the Site shall not block vehicular access to any portion of the 
public alley, other than bnefloadmg and garbage pick-up 

PUBLIC REALM 
The Applicant may be reqUired to pursue a pubhc space permit through DDOT's permittmg process 
to address aspects of the proJect that mvolve the use of pubhc space. In accordance w1th District 
pohcy and practice, any substantial development or renovation IS expected to rehabilitate 
streetscape mfrastructure between the curb and the property hnes This mcludes curb & gutter, 
street trees and landscapmg, street hghts, sidewalks, and other appropriate features w1thm the 
pubhc nghts of way bordenng the Site Because of the recent streetscape Improvements along H 
Street and the streetcar hne, the restoration ofpubhc space wdl be to higher standard than 
elsewhere m the D1stnct. SpeCific design standards for H Street w1ll be proVIded to the Applicant 
upon request General guidance on the treatment ofpubhc space can be found m DDOT's Public 
Realm Manual. 

MKfe 
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