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CHRIS FRENCH 929 5TH ST SE

March 21, 2013

Rewvised May 28, 2013

Mr Richard Nero

Deputy Director of Operations
Distnct of Columbia Office of Zoning
441 4th St NW, Surte 200S
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr Nero,

Thank you for taking the time last week to provide guidance on process to submit a zoning
vanance application Please find enclosed our application for Zoning Vanance for our single-
family residence located at 929 5th Street SE The two-story rowhouse, which Is our pnmary
residence, is located in a small section of R-5-B zoning on a block dominated by higher-
density 3- and 4- story rowhouses that are part of the Capper/Carrolisburg PUD-1, which has
a CR zoning overlay

The vanance we are requesting is to allow us to increase the square footage of the home
beyond the 1 8 FAR allowed under the R-5-B zoning This Is necessary because the existing
lot area is too small to allow for even a modest-size home for a family of four We are
requesting relief from the following sections of the zoning code

11-402 Floor Area Ratio (R)

+H-403————Peroentage-of Lot-Oecupaney
+4-404—— Rear Yards{R)

11-2001 3 Limitations on enlargements or additions to Nonconforming
Structures Devoted to Conforming Uses

The practical difficulties that are posed by our property include the following

1) The home was built in 1890, decades before zoning regulations came into effect BOARD OF ZGNING ADJUSTMENT
2) The lot 1s both shallow and narrow, severely imiting the buildable area District of Columbia
3) The property is land-locked on all sides, with no possibility to increase the lot size CASE NO { Z ;_"éz G

4) The existing structure has no basement, and no reasonable possibility to create one

EXHIBIT NO, O?- 3

e etettteeeie.

Further, we understand the need to respect the light and space needs of our neighbors, and
wiil take the following measures to minimize any impacts from the expansion of our home
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1) The only property to the rear of our property has no windows on the side facing our house,
therefore, the addition will not be blocking any light to homes to the rear
2)We have designed the addition so that the front facade Is set back from the existing front
facade of our house and the rest of the rowhouses in our set
It 1s our sincere intention to renovate the property in a way that i1s in concert with the scale of
homes on our block, and to not negatively impact neighbors’ access to arr and hght This
addrtion will allow our newly-expanded family to remain in the neighborhood we love for a
long time to come
Sincerely yours,
' Lo,

Chnis French

Encl.: Application for Variance / Special Exception with Attachments
CONTENTS
Form 120, Application for Vanance / Special Exception
Attachment A Form 135 - Zoning Self-Certification
Attachment B. Property Plat
Attachment C Plans and Elevations
Attachment D Use of Structure
Attachment E Burden of Proof
Attachment F Images
Attachment G Mailing Addresses
Attachment H Leases

Attachment | Certificate of Occupancy

(202) 577-7511 CHRISFRENCHB35@ME.COM 929 5TH STREET SE WASHINGTON, DC 20003
TELEPHONE EMAIL ADDRESS



PAGES

Attachment A: Form 135 - Zoning Self-Certification

A completed copy of Form 135, certified by an Architect registered in the District of Columbia,
is attached 5/28/13, Revised as noted on page 2 of the form.
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FORM 135 — ZONING SELF-CERTIFI ON

Project Addreas{us)

Square

Los)

Zone Districi(s)

929 5th Street SE

0824

0031

R-5-B

Single-Member Advisory Nelghborhood Commission District(s):

16007 - David Garber

The undersigned agent hereby certifies that the following zoning relief is requested from the Board of Zoning Adjustment in this matter
pursuant to:

§3103.2 - Use Variance V|| $3103.2 - Area Variance
11-402; 403; 404; 2001.3 [11-402; 403; 404; 2001.3

Pursuant to 11 DCMR §3113.2, the undersigned agent certifies that:

(1) the agent is duly licensed to practice law or architecture in the District of Columbia;
(2) the agent Is currently in good standing and otherwise entitled to practice law or architecture in the District of Columbia; and
(3) the applicant Is entitled to apply for the variance or special exception sought for the reasons stated in the application.

Reliet "_:.-'_-l:'__pf'.'.

§3104.1-8pecial Excaption

Pursuant to Subses

&

Chris FrenéR™ "™

{ ,'“’;?,’f ﬁ'/‘}{,{f [371’?}42 -
r = 7 ) s Sakanrb
bR i T Jonathan KUK, AIA
- ' Architect
Date; > .c,u,_\-b D.C Bar No. or Reglstration No. ArC \0\02.&

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Accepted for filing.

Referred to the Office of the Zoning Administrator within DCRA, for determination of proper zaning relief required.

Rejected for failure to comply with the provisions of J 11 DOMR§3113.2; or 11 DCMR- Zoning Regulations,

1 Explanation

ANY APPLICATION THAT

IS NOT COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INSTRUCTIONS ON THE BACK OF THIS FORM WiILL NO

T BE ACCEPIED

Case No.




Revised 1/1/11 INSTRUCTIONS

Any request for self-certification that is not completed in accordance with the following instructions shall not be accepted.

1. All self-certification applications shall be made on this form. All certification forms must be completely filled out (front and back) and be typewritten or printed legibly. All
information shall be furnished by the applicant. If additional space is necessary, use separate sheets of 84" x 11" paper to complete the form.

2. Complete one self-certification form for each application filed. Present this form with the Form 120 - Application for Variance/Special - Exception to the Office of Zoning,
441 4" Street, N.W., Suite 200-S, Washington, D.C. 20001. (All applications must be submitted before 3:00 p.m.)

EXISTING MINIMUM MAXIMUM PROVIDED BY VARIANCE

CONDITIONS REQUIRED ALLOWED PROPOSED
CONSTRUCTION

iy 698 N/A N/A No change |No change
f. 1o the tenth) 13.9' N/A N/A No change |No change

Lot Occupancy Ve R D 3

(building area/lot area) 69'5(%) N/A 600/0 { NO Change NQ Change ;

Floor Area Ratio (FAR) N

(floor area/lot area) N/A 1 8 2.1 0.3
e None N/A N/A N/A  [N/A

Loading Berths

(number and size in ft.) None N/A N/A N/A N/A
[0 the tenth) 0’ N/A N/A No change |No change

Rear Yard B e P N

(ft. to the tenth) 1 27' 15° N/A NO Chanlg_g'
&ttt 0' N/A N/A No change |No change

T e — ~—

e (110"x13'675' W min. |N/A No change |No change
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omannn)  |None  |N/A N/A NA — IN/A

(ft. to the tenth) 253 N/A 50’ 35’ None

If you need a reasonable accommodation for a disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Fair Housing Act, please complete Form 155 - Request for

@ Reasonable Accommodation.
{ District of Columbia Office of Zoning - 441 4th Street, N.W. Ste. 200-S, Washington, D.C. 20001

(202) 727-6311 * (202) 727-6072 fax * www.dcoz.dc.gov * dcoz@dc.gov
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Attachment C: Site Plan and Elevations

Proposed preliminary site plan and elevations follow 5/28/13. Revised as noted.
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Attachment E: Burden of Proof
Revised 5/28/13:

Since our initial submission to BZA on 3/21/13, we've spent a fair amount of time on outreach
to the community and other stakeholders. We’ve attended meetings of ANC 6D, the Zoning
Committee of the Capitol Hill Preservation Society, the Capitol Quarter Phase 1 HOA, and
numerous individual mestings with neighbors and ANC Commussioners. Over the course of
these discusstons, we've recetved lots of positive feedback - particularly from our neighbors -
and we’ve made the following revisions to our proposal in order to accommodate the
concerns of others including the Office of Planning'

1) We have eliminated the proposed 2’ extension of the second and third floors to the rear of
the building. In doing this, we have dropped our requests for Zoning Variances to increase
lot coverage (11-403) and to decrease the depth of our rear yard (11-404). Our request I1s
now only for a vanance in the FAR (11-402), and to allow us to improve an existing non-
conforming structure (11-2001.3).

2) At two different meetings neighbors made a request that we replace the proposed open
handrail at the terrace with a solid wall, consistent with the terraces in the surrounding
Capitol Quarter neighborhood. We have amended our design to include this revision

The Office of Planning has requested that we more directly address within this “Burden of
Proof” the following three questions:

1) What 1s the exceptional situation resulting in practical difficulty? Our primary cause of
difficulty 1s the lot size. When this rowhouse was completed in the late 19th century, the
needs of families where much different than they are n the 21st century. In particular,
multiple members of families shared bedrooms, where a family of four today needs at a
minimum three modest bedrooms and often an office for a parent working from home.
Modern homes typically require at least two full baths for families, while in the late 19th
century a single small bath sufficed. Most of the rowhouses on our block, built within the
last few years under a PUD overiay, are built with 100% lot coverage and therefore can be
built large enough to accommodate modern families without being hindered by the small
lot. At our lot size of 698 SF with a maximum of 60% lot coverage under R-5-B, itis
exceedingly difficult to build a modest three-bedroom home for our family of four.

2) Wil there be substantial detnment to the public good? We don’t believe so; First, the new
home will still be substantially smaller than most of the rowhouses on our block. Second,
we have received extensive support from neighbors as evidenced by the support letters we
have provided with this revision to our application. Third, by enlarging a home that i1s
currently too small to support a small family, we are providing an economic benefit to the
neighborhood. We (and the families that follow) will be able to remain in the neighborhood
and support the growing school district here.

3) Will there be substantial harm to the zoning regulations? No. In fact, over the decades of
development and re-development in the area of Southeast Washington bounded by the
freeway to the north, the Anacostia River to the south, and South Capitol Street to the west,

(202) 577-7511 CHRISFRENCHS35@ME.COM 929 5TH STREET SE WASHINGTON, DC 20003
TELEPHONE EMAIL ADDRESS
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the entire R-5-B zone has eroded to a few small packets and no longer constitutes a
“zone.” For example, our portion of remaining R-5-B zoning consists of only 11 homes on
contiguous lots on 5th Street SE and is surrounded for several blocks in every direction by
higher-density zoning. If anything, the R-5-B zone is now an anomaly rather than the basis
for community development in this area of Southeast DC.

Granting this application will not cause substantial detriment to the public good. The physical
characteristics of the property make it difficult for the owner to use the property as a single-
family residence due to the severely constrained lot size. The residence was ongnally built ca.
1890, many years before zoning regulations took effect, and because of the under-sized lot
the owners are unable to build by nght an addrtion to meet the modest needs of a family of
four. The property i1s land-locked on all sides, with no possibility to increase the lot size There
1s no basement and no reasonable opportunity to build one. The existing structure, at less
than 1,000 GSF, is currently nonconforming per sections 403 and 404.

Granting the application will not be inconsistent with the general intent and purpose of the
Zoning Regulations and Map The home remains a modest single-family residence,
significantly smaller than many of the homes on similar-sized lots on the same block.

Specifically, this application meets the specific tests identified in the Zoning Regulations as
follows:

a) The addition has been designed so that the hght and air availlable to neighbonng properties
will not be unduly affected.The rear (east facade) of the addition faces onto an existing four-
story window-less wall, with an alley to the northeast. North and south of the proposed
addition are rooftops of existing adjacent rowhouses.

b) The privacy of use and enjoyment of neighboring properties will not be unduly
compromised. The property will remain single-family, with zero impact on traffic, noise,
lighting, etc.

¢) The proposed addition will not substantially visually intrude upon the character, scale and
pattern of houses along the street frontage. The existing 2-story residence i1s located in a
small section of R-5-B zoning surrounded on all sides by the Capper Carroisburg PUD.
With the excephion of the 11 existing two-story homes in the R-5-B zone on the 5th Street
side of the block, all of the residences on the block and on adjacent blocks are 3- and 4-
story rowhouses with 100% lot coverage. Further, we have designed the new third floor
addition to be set back from the front facade of the existing two-story homes in our row in
order to minimize the visual impact. While we are sacrificing useable space by doing that
and there i1s no code or zoning requirement for a front set-back, we feel that it helps to
differentiate the addition from the existing homes and maintain the character of the existing
homes.

d) We have provided documents with this submussion, including site plans, elevations and
photographs, that represent the relationship of the proposed addition to adjacent buildings
and views from public ways that we feel support the compliance with the full intentions of
section 11-223 of the Zoning Regulations.

(202) 577-7511 CHRISFRENCHS35@ME.COM 929 5TH STREET SE WASHINGTON, DC 20003
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May 14, 2013

Mr. Richard Nero

Deputy Director of Operations
District of Columbia Office of Zoning
441 4" Street, NW

Washington DC 20001

Re: 929 5™ Street, SE - Zoning Variance Application
Dear Mr. Nero:

| am a neighboring property owner to the applicants residing at 311 K Street, SE. We
understand the French’s are seeking zoning relief relating to 1) floor area ratio, 2)
percentage of lot occupancy, 3) rear yards, and 4) limitations on enlargements or additions
to nonconforming structures devoted to conforming uses.

My wife and | have reviewed the building plans and the specific requests for relief. We
believe the proposed improvements to the property are consistent with the neighborhood
and will further enhance it. We strongly support this variance request and recommend the
BZA grant its approval.

Sincerely,

Y

“and Stephanie Lester
K Street, SE



To whom it concerns;

Iam wntmg in'support of the concept of expanding the property
adjoining mine; at 929 5th St. SE in Washington, DC, which I expect will
harmoniously fit with other existing homes in the neighborhoed, so long
as I am satisfied the following conditions are met: structural capacity
concerns I have about adding weight to the homes’ shared party walls;
concerns about potential liability to me if workers access the project
from iy roof or use iny roof for any other reason and get hurt while on
my property; concerns I have about potential damage to my roof or
anywhere else on my property caused by the proposed construction
activity; concerns I have.about maintaining the workability of my
existing firéplace and flue, which runs up the homes’ sharéd party wall
and would need to be extended because of the addition.

Sincerely,

é‘ | é.’.jz_
Aaron E. Larénzo
927 5th St. SE



May 9, 2013

Lexer Quamie

931 5" Street; SE
Washington, DC 20003
liguamie@gmail.com

Re: Zoning:Application Number 18566
To whom it may concern:.

I'arn the owner of the home:sharing the wall to the south 6f 929:5™" Street
SE. I recéived the notice of the application to add athird floor to:the
premises of 929 5" Street SE. | do'not believe that a third floor addition
would béa detritment to the neighborhood. Expanding the spaceé of the
home has many advantages and | support:this idea as long as it's completed
in compliance with all applicable city codes and my concerns below are
addressed.

As thie eonstruction relates to-my adjoining property, I-have a few-concerns,
specifically:

* structural capacity concerns with additional pressure to the shared
party walls, especially given that 6ur homes were both constructed
around the year 1890 |

 beingprotected from damage to'my roof or walls caused by the
renovation

* liability if-workers-or contractors retained by my-neighbor access the
subject property {with or without my permission) from my‘roof or
use'my roof for.any other reason and are hurt white'on:my.property

Regards,.

Lexer Quamie




920 4™ Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

May 22, 2013

Mr. Richard Nero

Deputy Director of Operations
District of Columbia Office of Zoning
441 4th St NW, Suite 2005
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr. Nero:

1 am writing in support of the zoning variance exception requested by Chris and Anya French at 929 Fifth
Street SE. My home is very near to the French family home, with my back porch facing the row of
homes that the French'’s live in. | understand that Mr. and Mrs. French are requesting relief from the
following sections of the zoning code: square footage allowances beyond those called for by R-5-8
zoning; 11-402: Floor Area Ratio (R); 11-403: Percentage of Lot Occupancy; 11-404: Rear Yards (R); and
11-2001.3: Limitations on enlargements or additions to Nonconforming Structures Devoted to
Conforming Uses.

| believe that the proposed addition to the French home meets the standard of fitting in with the
surrounding neighborhood. While this may not have been the case even five years ago, as you know the
neighborhood has changed. The French home is surrounded on all sides by very large Capitol Quarter
homes that are at minimum 3 stories high in addition to being large footprints. The French plans are
appropriate for the neighborhood and make it very similar to the surrounding homes of the Capitol
Quarter development in which | five. | do not believe it will negatively limit the light of its surrounding
neighbors; | also believe that their proposal will minimize the impact of the addition in all other ways on
the surrounding homes.

As a neighbor and DC resident, | believe that any investment in the original homes in my neighborhood
enhances the value of the entire neighborhood. | also believe that allowing the French family to expand
their property will benefit the District and fellow taxpayers. | urge you to support the requested
variance exceptions.

Tl wovad,

Beth Leonard

920 4" Street SE
202.441.7985
bethaleonard @gmail.com



May 21, 2013

Chris VanArsdale
2308 19" Street NW
Washington, DC 20009

Mr Richard Nero

Deputy Director of Operations
District of Columbia Office of Zoning
441 4th St NW, Suite 200S
Washington, DC 20001

Re: BZA Application no 18566

Dear Mr. Nero:

1 am writing in support of the zoning variance requested by Chris and Anya French at 929 Fifth Street SE
| am not a neighbor, but as past Executive Director of the Canal Park Development Association and lead
developer of Canal Park, | have become intimately familiar with the Capitol Riverfront neighborhood. |

understand that Mr and Mrs. French are requesting relief from the following sections of the zoning code:

Square footage allowances beyond those called for by R-5-B zoning,

11-402: Floor Area Ratio (R)

11-403: Percentage of Lot Occupancy

11-404. Rear Yards (R)

11-2001 3- Limitations on enlargements or additions to Nonconforming Structures Devoted to
Conforming Uses

| have reviewed the proposed plans and believe that their home, once completed according to the
proposed design, will be in harmony with the surrounding neighborhood and will further enhance the
quality of the community | strongly support this vanance request and recommend its approval as
submitted.

Regards,

Y- Ll

Chris VanArsdale



328 | Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
May 21, 2013

Mr. Richard Nero

Deputy Director of Operations
District of Columbia Office of Zoning
441 4th St NW, Suite 200S
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr. Nero:

| am writing in support of the zoning variance exception requested by Chris and Anya French at 929 Fifth
Street SE. | live close to their house at 328 | Street SE. | understand that Mr. and Mrs. French are
requesting relief from the following sections of the zoning code: square footage allowances beyond
those called for by R-5-B zoning; 11-402: Floor Area Ratio (R); 11-403: Percentage of Lot Occupancy; 11-
404: Rear Yards (R); and 11-2001.3: Limitations on enlargements or additions to Nonconforming
Structures Devoted to Conforming Uses.

Although the French’s home was constructed when large families lived in small homes out of economic
necessity, today such housing is nonfunctional for modern families. | believe that the proposed addition
to the French home is appropriate for the neighborhood and makes it very similar to the surrounding
homes of the Capitol Quarter development in which | live. | do not believe it will negatively limit the
light of its surrounding neighbors; | also believe that their proposal will minimize the impact of the
addition in all other ways on the surrounding hames.

As a neighbor and DC resident, | believe that any investment in the original homes in my neighborhood
enhances the value of the entire neighborhood. | also believe that allowing the French family to expand
their property will benefit the District and fellow taxpayers. | urge you to support the requested
variance exceptions.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Brian Huseman

Brian.Huseman@gmail.com
202.345.2067



3181 Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
May 8, 2013

Mr. Richard Nero

Deputy Director of Operations -
District of Columbia Office of Zoning
441 4th St NW, Suite 2005
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr. Nero:

| am writing in support of the zoning variance exception requested by Chris and Anya French at 929 Fifth
Street SE. | live around the corner from them at 318 | Street SE. Mr. and Mrs. French are requesting
relief from the following sections of the zoning code:

Square footage allowances beyond those called for by R-5-B zoning;

11-402: Floor Area Ratio (R)

11-403: Percentage of Lot Occupancy

11-404: Rear Yards (R)

11-2001.3: Limitations on enlargements or additions to Nonconforming Structures Devoted to
Conforming Uses.

Mr. and Mrs. French’s home was constructed in the late 19" century, at a time when large families lived
in very small dwellings out of economic necessity. Such housing stock has became obsolete by 217
century standards for families. The addition the Frenchs are proposing is appropriate for the
neighborhood - in fact it makes their home very similar to the homes in the surrounding development
of Capitol Quarter, of which tam a resident. It is pfoposed in such a way as to not 'negatively limit the
light of its sgrmdpdin’g neighbors and to minimize the impact bf the addition in all other ways on the
surrounding homes.

As a homeowner and taxpayer, | believe that any investment in the original stock homes in my.
neighborhood enhances the value of the entire neighborhobd, including my home. | would also like the
District to benefit from the expanded property and income taxes that the Frenchs will pay as a result of
being allowed to increase the size of theirhome and to stay in the District as they raise their family.

| appreciate your consideration of their request. If you would like to contact me with any questions
regarding my létter of support please feel free to call me at 202-646-0330 or e-mail me at
laura@salmon.us.com.

With best regards,

W\EMM

Laura R. Salmon



328 | Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
May 21, 2013

Mr. Richard Nero

Deputy Director of Operations
District of Columbia Office of Zoning
441 4th St NW, Suite 2005
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr. Nero:

| am writing in support of the zoning variance exception requested by Chris and Anya French at 929 Fifth
Street SE. | live close to their house at 328 | Street SE. | understand that Mr. and Mrs. French are
requesting relief from the following sections of the zoning code: square footage allowances beyond
those called for by R-5-B zoning; 11-402: Floor Area Ratio (R); 11-403: Percentage of Lot Occupancy; 11-
404: Rear Yards (R); and 11-2001.3: Limitations on enlargements or additions to Nonconforming
Structures Devoted to Conforming Uses.

Although the French’s home was constructed when large families lived in small homes out of economic
necessity, today such housing is nonfunctional for modern families. 1 believe that the proposed addition
to the French home is appropriate for the neighborhood and makes it very similar to the surrounding
homes of the Capitol Quarter development in which [ live. | do not believe it will negatively limit the
light of its surrounding neighbors; | also believe that their proposal will minimize the impact of the
addition in all other ways on the surrounding homes.

As a neighbor and DC resident, | believe that any investment in the original homes in my neighborhood
enhances the value of the entire neighborhood. | also believe that allowing the French family to expand
their property will benefit the District and fellow taxpayers. | urge you to support the requested
variance exceptions.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Brian Huseman

Brian.Huseman@gmail.com
202.345.2067 ’



Richard S. Nero, Jr.

Deputy Director of Operations

Office of Zoning

441 4" Street, N.W., Suite 200/210-S
Washington, D.C., 20001

Dear Mr. Nero,

This letter is in response to Application Number 18566 of Christopher D. French and Anya Landau
French, pursuant to || DCMR & 3103.2 for a variance from the floor area ratio requirements under
section 402, a variance from the lot occupancy requirements under section 403, a variance from the rear
yard requirements under section 404, a variance from the nonconforming structure requirements under
subsection 2001.3, to allow a third floor addition to an existing one-family row dwelling in the R-5-B
District at premises 929 5t Street, S.E. (Square 824, Lot 31).

My wife, Anjelina Keating, and | would like to express our support of these variances for this project.
This project would fit in well visually in Capitol Hill, where adjacent homes are of varying heights, as well
as the character of the immediate neighborhood, as the five square blocks surrounding this premise
were recently redeveloped by the city using a HOPE VI grant from HUD. The new row houses built are
all between three and four levels. The French’s proposed design would look very similar to the new
homes canstructed on this square and surrounding squares and would give the family much needed
space. In a city with limited real estate, up is really the only way for a family to expand and still stay
within the city. ’

The project would benefit the neighborhood by allowing a growing family to stay and contribute to the
community. All of the new development in the past few years has enabled many families with school-
aged children to move into this neighborhood and the residents have been working closely with DCPS to
re-open Van Ness Elementary, located a block away from this premise. Allowing a family with a vested
interest in this school to stay in the area will help to ensure that Van Ness is a success within the DCPS
system. The dollars the growing family spends on necessities and luxuries will also stay in the
neighborhood and in DC and support local businesses and city revenues.

This project will help our neighborhood by continuing to encourage families to live here and will
contribute to a safe and family-friendly environment. We hope you will grant the French’s the
appropriate variances. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Michael Hess

911 5 Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C., 20003



24 May 2013
Sir/ Ma’am,

I am writing this letter in support of Anya and Chris French’s request to add an additional
floor to their home. As good neighbors and contributing members of the community,
both my wife and I have grown to know them and consider them family friends; our
children enjoy their play dates together. It would be unfortunate if they decided to leave
the neighborhood in search of a larger home to support their growing family.

The District of Columbia has benefitted from EYA’s commercial investment into the
WNY community; the next step in continued development is from private investment by
home owners that want to raise their family in Capitol Quarter - as opposed to investors
buying older rowhomes for the purpose of turning them into rental units.

Van Ness Elementary School is slated to open in 2015 to support the growing number of
families; I think the collective direction of the ANC commission, the Office of Planning,
and the Zoning Board should be to support families moving into the community,
investing in their homes, and contributing to the community — just as the French family
has done.

From an aesthetic stand point, I look forward to what the new three floor structure will
look like and (much like the neighborhood north of the freeway) welcome the
architectural diversity it will bring to the community. The majority of the surrounding
EYA homes are four floors so it is unlikely the new three-floor structure will obstruct
views of the senior citizens’ home on 5% street SE or the freeway.

Sincerely,
The Walton s

€J. Claiborne Walton & Monita Walton
909 5% St SE

Washington, DC 20003




May 27, 2013

Anne Jardine
924 3¢ Pi SE
Washington, DC 20003

Mr. Richard Nero

Deputy Director of Operations
District of Columbia Office of Zoning
441 4th St NW, Suite 200S
Washington, DC 20001

Re: Zoning Variance Application no. 18566

Dear Mr. Nero:

I am writing in support of the zoning variance exception requested by Chris and Anya French at 929 Fifth Street SE. |
live around the corner from them in the Capitol Quarter neighborhood. | understand that Mr. and Mrs. French are
requesting relief from the following sections of the zoning code:

Square footage allowances beyond those calied for by R-5-B zoning
°  11-402: Floor Area Ratio (FAR)
*  11-403: Percentage of Lot Occupancy
® 11-404: Rear Yards
¢ 11-2001.3: Limitations on enlargements or additions to Nonconforming Structures Devoted to Conforming
Uses

Mr. and Mrs. French's home was constructed in the late 19t century, at a ime when families ived in very small
dwellings out of economic necessity. Such housing stock has become obsolete by 21t century standards for families.
The addition the Frenches are proposing is appropriate for the neighborhood - in fact it makes thetr home very similar
to the homies in the surrounding development of Capitol Quarter, of which | am a resident. It is proposed n such a way
as to not negatively limit the light of its surrounding neighbors and to minimize the impact the addition in all other
ways on the surrounding homes.

As a homeowner and taxpayer, | believe that any investment in the original stock homes in my neighborhood
enhances the value of the entire neighborhood, including my home. | would also like the District to benefit from the
expanded property and income taxes that the Frenches will pay as a result of being allowed to increase the size of
their home and to stay in the Distnct as they raise their family. | appreciate your consideration of their request. If you
would like to contact me with any questions regarding my letter of support please feel free to call or e-mail me at the
contact information below.

The project would further benefit the neighborhood by making it possible for a growing family to stay and contribute to
the community. All of the new development in the past few years has enabled many families with school-aged
children to move into this neighborhood and the residents have been working closely with DCPS to re-open Van Ness
Elementary, located a block away from this premise. Allowing a family with a vested interest in this school to stay in
the area will help to ensure that Van Ness is a success within the DCPS system.

This project will help our neighborhood by continuing to encourage families to live here and will contribute to a safe
and family-friendly environment. | strongly support this application and urge the BZA to grant its approval. Thank you
for your consideration.

With best regards,
Anne Jardine

917-371-0246
anne@themindfarm.com



