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BZA Case 18564- Embassy of The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri lanka- 3025 

Whitehaven Street, N W (Square 2147, Lot 46) 

Pursuant to 11 DCMR § 1002, the Applicant, Embassy of The DemocratiC Soc1allst Republic of Sr1 Lanka 
seeks perm1ss1on to locate an embassy and chancery m the D/R-1-A D1stnct at prem1ses 3025 
Whitehaven Street, N W (Square 2147, Lot 46). 

BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
The Embassy of Srt Lanka proposes to relocate from Its current operatmg Jocat1on at 2148 Wyommg 
Avenue, N W to 3025 Whttehaven Street, N W the Property rs located on the north s1de of 
Whitehaven Street, NW, wh1ch 1s a dead-end street only accessible from a signalized 1ntersect1on at 
Massachusetts Avenue, NW The Property has a total lot area of 13,203 square feet and IS zoned D/R-
1A The chancery 1s programmed to occupy 5,879 sq feet of the principle bUJidmg on the Property 
which is a three story bnck res1dent1al structure The S1te also mamtams a detached one-story 
conservatory and detached two-story garage 

The Applicant proposes to utilize the pr1mary bulldmg on the Property for both the Embassy and 
Chancery. The Embassy employs a staff of e1ghteen (18) however only (8) employees w1ll report for duty 
at the subject property The documented operatrng hours of the chancery w1ll be Monday through 
Fnday between the hours of 9 00 AM - 5 00 PM and VISitors are accepted between the hours of 9·ooam 
and 3.00pm The bUJidmg would also be used to host offic1al busmess meetmgs and handle the 
processmg of US V1sas According to the Applicant, spec1al events, receptions, and major functions 
drawmg large audiences w1ll take place off-s1te at the Ambassador's residence. Based on v1s1tor logs at 
the current Sr1 Lanka Embassy, the Applicant anttctpates an average of 3 to 5 da1ly VISitors to the S1te 
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RECOMMENDATIONS IN BRIEF 
Based on a thorough review of the applicat1on materials and transportation analysts provtded by the 
Applicant, DDOT has determtned that proposed use of the subJect property as an Embassy and Chancery 
wtll not have a stgnificant or adverse tmpact on the travel condtttons of the Dtstrict's transportatton 
network. DDOT does not object to the approval of the requested relief, however, DDOT ts not likely to 
support automobtle parking wtthm the pubhc parking area of the site, but wtll work wtth the Applicant to 
determtne alternate parking arrangements that do not mfnnge on pubhc space Addtttonally, any other 
portton of the project having elements in public space may requtre pubhc space permtt through DDOT's 
perm1tting process Guidance on the treatment of public space can be found m DDOT's Pubhc Realm 
Manual 

TRANSPORTATION ANALYSIS 
DDOT IS committed to achtevmg an exceptiOnal quahty of hfe m the natton's capital by encouragmg 
sustainable travel practtces, constructmg safer streets and providmg outstanding access to goods and 
servtces As one means to achteve this viston, DDOT works through the zonmg process to ensure 
alternative modes are adequate to accommodate new travel demand wh1le discouragtng stngle 
occupancy vehicle tnps To facthtate this vtston, DDOT requests apphcants complete a comprehensive 
Transportation Rev1ew and Impact Study The study provtdes the pertment mformation to determme 
what effects the proposed project w1ll have on the overall transportatton network. The followmg 
analysts evaluates the Applicant's trafftc and parkmg assessment its accuracy and conststency w1th the 
City's v1ston for a safe and efficient multtmodal transportatton network 

Methodology 
As part of the transportation tmpact assessment, DDOT typically requests that the Applicant evaluate 
tmpacts to the pedestnan, transit, and roadway system. However, smce the requested zonmg rehef in 
th1s case ts not expected to have an adverse effect on the transportation network, the Applicant 
documents existing cond1t1ons related to park1ng, tnp generation, and mode ch01ce 

Tnp Generatton 
The Applicant anticipates that the Embassy and Vehicle Trip Generation Estimates for 
Chancery will have a total of 32 datly tnps wtth s1x Wyoming Avenue Embassy Location 

tnps during AM Peak tnps and stx trips during the 
PM Peak penod. This ts based on documented tnps 
to and from the extstmg Sri Lanka Embassy at 2148 
Wyoming Avenue, N W the Applicant antiCipates 
that the trips at the proposed new locat1on wtll be 
conststent w1th these figures the source of thiS 

TimePeraod 

Dally 

AM Peak Hour 

PM Peak Hour 

In Out 

16 16 

4 2 

2 4 

mformatron ts provtded through visttor logs and on- Source O.R George and Associates 
stte surveys supplied by the Applicant. The charts to 

Total 

32 

6 

6 

the nght mdtcates that the tnp generation at the extstmg Embassy location ts relatwely low and thts 
ant1c1pated level of traffic volume would not cause any s1gntficant 1m pacts along Whitehaven Street, NW 
or at the intersection of Whitehaven Street, NW and Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Mode Cho1ce Assumptions 
The Applicant has prOVIded wntten documentatiOn Indicating the transportatiOn demand requirements 
placed on the staff of the Embassy of Sn Lanka All employees of the Embassy with the exceptton of the 
Ambassador are requtred to use pubhc transportatton, carpool, or be dropped off by taxts when 
reportmg to work The Mtsston also provtdes employees wtth a $50 SmartTnp card reloadable each 
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month to asstst wrth commuting costs Below IS a chart that Illustrates the current mode of travel for 
Embassy staff at the current location which 1s expected to remam consistent when relocated to the new 
proposed locat1on on Whitehaven Street, NW DDOT Sl!PPOrts the Embassy's TOM program and 
estimated mode cho1ce spht. The proposed mode spht for the Srte 1s 25% automobile, SO% transit, and 
25% drop-off or tax1 Th1s modal spirt ts based upon documented travel patterns at the existing Embassy 
on Wyommg Avenue and s1m1lar tnp generation and mode spirts are antiCipated at the proposed new 
locat1on 

Sri Lanka Embassy Staff Travel Characteristics (Existing facility) 
• Us1ng Publrc Transportat1c;m 4 Employees 
• Carpooling 2 Employees 
• Taxis or drop-off 2 Employees 
Total Employees (on-s1te) 8 Employees 

-
Mode Share 

AM AM PM PM 
Inbound OUtbound Inbound Outbound 

1 Veh1cle 250% 0 0 250% 

2 Bike 0 0 0 0 

3 transit 500% 0 0 50.0% 

4 ~Drop-
250% 1000% 1000% 250% 

off/TaXI 
Source 0 R George & Associates 

Parkrng 
The Site currently ma1nta1ns a two car-garage and a dnveway that can accommodate up to four cars, 
totahng potenttally SIX on-s1te spaces. Two of the on-s1te parkmg spaces are located m publrc space 
between the bu1ld1ng restriction line and the Sidewalk must be approved by the Pubhc Space 
Committee. The table below Illustrated the off-street parking Inventory along Whitehaven Street, NW ln 
the VICinity of the subject property Based on the Applicant's survey there IS one ex1sting reserved 
curbs1de space for diplomatic use at the S1te wh1le majority of the rema1nrng on-street spaces are 
unrestricted, reserved for other d1plomat1c uses or require a residential parking permit Below IS a table 
Illustrating the parkrng 1nventory along Whitehaven Street, N W 

--
Resitt.atial TiDK" ' 

""hit•hav•a 
/ 

Diplomatic Paddag Restlit>t.-1 tiarfttrided Total~ St.,N\'\r 
P•rmlt (15-miaut•l 

-

1. N~Sicle 7 11 2 12 32 
2. South Side 16 0 0 3S 51 

-

Total 23 11 2 47 83 

Source· O.R George & Associates 
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The Applicant's parking assessment notes that durmg a typically weekday the ex1st1ng reserved 
d1plomatrc spaces along Wh1tehaven Street are significantly underut11ized w1th up to 57% of the spaces 
not be1ng used. However, accordrng to the Applicant's parking usage survey there are lim1ted 
unrestncted spaces available dunng the peak demand penods. The results of the Applicant's survey 
md1cates that on average 5 to 15 unrestncted parkrng spaces are ava1lable during AM Peak penods on a 
typical weekday. Because of th1s, the Applicant has documented the1r des1re have to three curbs1de 
spaces reserved directly in front of the S1te DDOT is rev1ewrng the request and will make a 
determination 1f the request can be accommodated dunng the perm1tt1ng process 

ParldqT~ 6:30- '1.00- 7:30- 8:08- 8:30- ':00- 10:00. 7 00- 8JPt$t 

(Spaces) 700.W 7:30.W 8:00.W 8.30.W f.OO.W f:30All 10:30.W 7:30PM t'up 
Obun"td -

I Dtplomabc (23) 1 2 3 7 6 8 13 4 13(57%) 

2.Resuladlal 
- -

Pamat(ll) 0 0 2 4 4 6 ' 0 9(82%) 

3.1~(2) 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 0 2 (100%) 

4 Umeslnc:fed (47) 6 12 2S 37 38 43 43 11 43(91%) 
--

Total(83) 7 14 32 50 50 g " 15 ,., 
(8%) (17%) (lt%) (CiO%) (CiOo/o) (71%) (81%) (18%) (81%) 

Source 0 R George & Assocrates 

The srte plan for the project Illustrates SIX (6) stacked parking spaces two of whrch appear to be withrn 
pubhc space Pursuant to 24 DCMR § 101 automobrle parkrng between the bu1ldrng restnct1on hne and 
the sidewalk IS not allowed wrthout a perm1t DDOT is not likely to support automobile parking w1th1n 
the pubhc parkrng area of the SJte but w1ll work with the Applicant to deterrnrne alternate onsite parking 
arrangements that do not 1nfnnge on pubhc space. The 1mage on the following page Illustrates the 
driveway area where automobile park1ng IS proposed in pubhc space 

Streetscape 
In hne with D1stnct pohcy and pract1ce related to pubhc space, any substantial new bu1ld1ng 
development or renovation 1s expected to rehab1htate streetscape rnfrastructure between the curb and 
the property hnes Th1s Includes curb & gutter, street trees and landscaping, street lrghts, sidewalks, and 
other appropriate features w1th1n the public rrg~ts of way borderrng the s1te 

The Applicant is expected to work closely with DDOT and OP to ensure that the des1gn of the pubhc 
realm meets all current standards. The DDOT Public Realm Destgn Manual Will serve as the ma1n public 
realm references for the Applicant. DDOT staff wrll be available to prov1de add1t1onal gu1dance dunng 
the Pubhc Space permrttrng process 

SZ/fe 
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Proposed parking in public space 

I 

WHITEHAVEN STREET. ,., -..,., 

• • 

Q. & GEORG£ +ASSOCIATES. INC. 
~~~~-T~~ 

• 

EManr ersrt 1.aa11a 
Fantp Mmio&s Bard oiZoJdac ApplkaiiM (!"o. I~ 
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