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My name s Parricia Chick  Together wih my husbard Peer Chiox, | nave cwne‘d &
lived in the house at 1483 Harvard Stree! NW for the ast 35 years. Ve l C own the
house a1t 148 Harvard Street NW. | am suomilting this statement in cppasiton 1o the
variance that MCSKA LLC ras requestac to exempt it from proviging any park rg
spaces for its proposed ceveopment of 1468 Harvard Street NW  Exempting *ACSKA
fro™ the recuirement to provide on-site par<ing would be a detriment 12 e surrouncing
community and would impair the mtent. purpcse anc integrity of the Zore plar. Tre
reques:ed varance should be ceried.

Street parking s extremely cfficult in sur immediate neighbarheod. For stariers the
south sige of Harvard Street in the 1400 bicck has rush hour restrictions. eliminating
oarxing there from 7 am 1o §:30 arr and from 4:00 10 630 pm.and thr2e spaces inthe
2800 biock of 15th street are limited to ciplomatc parking detween the hours of 7 am
a~c 4 pm. Over the years as N2 neighborhood has moroved, demand ‘or stree:
pa'<ing has ~creased. Yetthe supnly has been steadly dacreasing ir recent vears. A
coupe of years ago the Distrct eliminated aimost 80°: ¢f tne sraet parking 10 the 130C
biocw of Harvard Street NW (1€ spaces; by proribiting parking on the scuth side of that
biock. alongsce All Sous Jnitaran Church. except on Suncays ard streat ¢ eaning
days When La Clinica del Pueblo moved into its bui'ding in the 2800 digex of 15t
Street NW. the three par<ing spaces in front were aimma‘ted from the paking stk
from 8 am te 8:30 pm Mondays through Saturdays. In the last few months we Delieve
when & charter schoo! opened 11 the Nationa: Bap? st Cnurch, 3CT designated 40% cf
‘ne spaces in the 2900 block o? 15th street (four spaces) for school parking, limited to
15-minute parking from 7 amountit 9:30 am and frem 3 pmito 4 om. Feople who live on
the block and park their cars on the street are alrgaay checking tner watcnes and
playng the »rd of "park and switch” games thar are commonniace in New Yo« C oy but
not here i Washington.

Damand ‘or street parking continues 10 grow by the day and the zon rg requirements of
one parking space for every two new concominium units does not pretand 1o keep pace
with this. Bu:iging new condominium units without providing any parking weuld imoose

subsiantial additiona: burdens or the neghborheod.

We have Zene Ore Residentia Parking Parmits. and even sg wher we coms heme
lcoking for street parking we often have 10 park two blocks or mare away from our
mouse During the day, this s not a big prodlem. dut at night « noses a risk 10 our
oersona’ safety that | consider unaccentabie and a substanta datrimen: 10 the pubhc
good.

Patwersland that the Office of Planning bag iecwinnosnded thuat the vanancs be gramed
subject 1o the provision of a bike rack for 8 bicycles Apparently 1 has corciuded that
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‘{alpproval of the off-street parking variance shoule not result in a substartial detrimen:
10 tme pub ¢ good as the site s well servec by a number of bus routes . and by tre
Cclurbia ~eights Metre Station.” But the purpese of the parking raquirement is ro? 10
ersura tmal na neignoornood residents have access to some form -- any form -- of
transporialion: itis to ensure that the neightorhsod resicerts can parx thee cars,
Despite the availlability of bus ana metre ransgont. many of the res:der:s o° our block
nzve cars, neec them. ana have 1¢ park them cn the street,

Tne Office of Planning a:so notes that the applicant is prepesing to provice four sub-
$landand spaces 1nat would accommaodate smart cars. o help mutigate any regative
impac: ‘rom the varance. Even if the resicents of 1488 could actually get foLr smart
cars cr the oroperty -- which seems coubtiul on anything except a theoratical level -- it
< not cleas how this would mitigate any regatve impact. unless the District s
oropos g o require that the occuparts of tne property at 14689 Ha-vard Stree” purchase
srar: cars ard only smart cars for their use.

F:maliy. the Office of Plannrg concludes that granting the variance “stould rot impair
the miegrty of the zone plan as it supoorts reduced parking requiraments or sites near
Metvo statcns . Reduced parkirg requrements ves -- that is wnat the cre sar<ing
space for avery twe Jnits 1S, Zerg parking reguirements no.

Granting the propesec variance would result ' a substantial cetriment to the puo IC

gced ana constiute & fagrart disregard for the rtegrity of the Zere pan The
applicatcr shou'c pa denied.

Raspesrfuly submitteo,



