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Petition 
RECEIVED 

D.C. OFFICE OF ZONING 

The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is: ZIJUif/tY 29 Plf't2: 34 
• A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC. 
• A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW. 

• A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a. 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW. The owner would like to convert the 
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and 
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units+ four 2-bedroom units). 

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every 
two units. The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Vanance. If the 
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street. 

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW. (On 
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not 
requested a Parking Variance. 

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is 
already difficult to find in this neighborhood. 

Name Address Phone or Email 

The Zoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, June 3, startmg at 9:30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment 

at 4414th Street NW, Suite 200/210.-Piease come! 
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'nl2: 34 The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is: 

• A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC. 

• A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW. 

• A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a. 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW. The owner would like to convert the 
existing structure {which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and 
with a total of eight apartments {four 1-bedroom units+ four 2-bedroom units). 

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every 
two units. The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance. If the 
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street. 

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW. {On 
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not 
requested a Parking Variance. 

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is 
already difficult to find in this neighborhood. 
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Th =d Heanng is on Tuesday, Jun.J. starting at 9:30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
at 4414th Street NW, Suite 200/210. Please come! 
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The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is: 21113 HltY 29 PH l2: 34 
• A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC. 
• A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW. 
• A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a. 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW. The owner would like to convert the 
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and 
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units+ four 2-bedroom units). 

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every 
two units. The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance. If the 
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street. 

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW. (On 
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not 
requested a Parking Variance. 

' 

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street p,arking is 
already difficult to find in this neighborhood. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Name Address Phone or Email 

7.r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----~~~---

The Zoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, Jyne 3, starting at 9:30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
at 4414th Street NW, Suite 200/210. Please come! 
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The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is: 

• A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC. 

ZDIJ HJlY 29 PH 12: 34 

• A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW. 

• A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a. 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW. The owner would like to convert the 
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and 
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units+ four 2-bedroom units). 

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every 
two units. The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance. If the 
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street. 

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW. (On 
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not 
requested a Parking Variance. 

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is 
already difficult to find in this neighborhood. 

1. 

2. 

Signature Name Address Phone or 6mail 
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The Zoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9:30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
at 4414th Street NW, Suite 200/210. Please come! 



Board of Zoning Adjustment 
'RECEIVED 

·o.c. OfFICE OF ZONING May 23,2013 

441 4th. Street, N.W, #2001 2013 HAY 29 PH J2: 35 

Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Case 18563 

Application of MCSKA, LLC 

The purpose of this letter is to register my opposition to the variance application noted 

above, for 1469 Harvard Street. N. W. I own and have lived four doors down, at 14 77 

Harvard St. N.W. sil_lce 1991 and I am a native Washingtonian. 

The applicant is requesting a variance from the parking requirements, seeking to develop 

a two unit building into an eight units with no parking at all. Without this variance, the 

applicant would have to provide parking spaces for four cars. The addition of eight units 

without any parking at all is too much for the neighborhood to bear, as I will explain. 

Living here, I can attest to the growing difficulty I fmd in parking my car. I need to park 

on the street because I do not have parking in the alley, contrary to "Detailed Statement 

E". Even though we have Zone One only parking, the recent increased popularity of 

Columbia Heights has put extremely serious stress on the parking situation. Recently, 20 

to 30 units in the 1400 block of Harvard Street have been added that do not have off-

street parking. More are already underway, further increasing the number of units 

without any parking. This will make the parking situation intolerable. 

I ride my bicycle whenever possible, my whole family does, but there are times when a 

bicycle just won't do. I volunteer doing animal rescue work in Columbia Heights and all 

over the city. I work with Four Paws Rescue Team, Alley Cat Allies and the Humane 



Society. I need access to my car to carry out these activities. As my husband and I grow 

older, we will need to use our car more and more, and when my daughter has babies, she 

will need the use of a car. 

The property at 1469, which has been vacant since last fall , is a unique building on our 

block because it is divided into two equal units, airy, large and sunny, with two 

bedrooms, dining room and living room, and space for a home office. They have 

luxuriously wide hallways. The spaces are really charming, with arched doorways inside 

to match the exterior arched main doorway. It is in good condition, not dilapidated, 

although it does need some exterior paint. l am including a picture to make my point. 



My preference would be for the new owners of 1469 to keep the building as it is. The 

greenest bmldmg ts the one already bmlt Thts kmd of conversion hurts the stated 

"green agenda" of the city in so many ways 

The neighbors on this block are virtually unanimous m opposition to this apphcation. We 

do not want to waste hours of our ttme drivtng around lookmg for a space to par~ and as 

an older woman, I do not wtsh to walk a long distance to my car at rught, tt makes me 

very vulnerable 

Dana Hubbard 

14 77 Harvard St , NW 

WDC20009 



Board of Zomng AdJustment, 
Office of Zomng, Government of the D1stnct of Columb1a 
One jud1c1ary Square 
441 4th Street NW, Su1te 21 OS 
Washmgton, DC 2000 I 

Dear Board of Zomng AdJUStment, 

May 17,2013 

I wnte to respectfully request that you deny the parkmg vanance application for 1469 
Harvard Street, NW (case 18563) because 1t would exacerbate the already mad equate 
parkmg problem on that street and 1ts surroundmg blocks. Moreover, lack of parkmg 
will dtscourage long-term restdence by the future tenants of th1s property. As the block 
contmues to grow and change, we have to th1nk of the consequences of granting 
var1ances to the D1str1ct's ex1stmg zonmg regulations In order to ach1eve a good quality 
of life for a d1vers1ty of Harvard Street's current and future res1dents, I ask that th1s 
parkmg vanance be dented 

F1rst, the current parkmg s1tuat1on IS already strained There are msuffic1ent 
accommodations, m part, because of the expans1on of numerous smgle-fam1ly homes 
mto rental umts and condomm1ums and, generally, a grow1ng population to wh1ch the 
mfrastructure and resources, mcludmg park1ng, have yet to adapt. It would be a m1stake 
to d1v1de 1469 Harvard mto so many umts Without prov1dmg for adequate park1ng. 
As the applicants pomt out, a vanance has already been granted to the property to the 
rear of 1469. Every property cannot rece1ve exceptions to the established and well 
reasoned regulations Without stnpp1ng those regulations of mean mg. 

Second, I fully beheve that we w1ll contmue to see less need for car parkmg (and fewer 
cars generally) m the c1ty and I look forward to that greener future. I thmk h1gh-dens1ty, 
car-free hvmg 1s very good from an urban planmng perspective and su1table for lots of 
people and places mcludmg the D1str1ct. But th1s kmd of lifestyle needs to be part of an 
overall plan for a commumty so that current and future res1dents are supported through 
the d1fferent phases of the1r hves 

Young people startmg the1r careers and hves m the City need affordable and accessible 
housmg m the Dtstr1ct but, at the same t1me, all of our current housmg stock cannot be 
turned into stud1o apartments We, as a commumty, need to plan for young people as 
well as for young fam1hes so that the c1ty w1ll thnve Part of that plannmg w1ll be 
res1stmg attempts to homogemze our neighborhoods m order to make them appealmg 
to only one type of res1dent. 

The applicants also suggest that each pnvate property has adequate space for parkmg 
F1rst, th1s 1s only true 1f the number of res1dents remams more or less as was mtended m 
the early twentieth century when these houses were first constructed If each property 

Page I of 2 



must support 6-8 young adult res1dents, the parkmg s1tuat1on qwckly becomes 
madequate Second, 1f DC IS gomg to remam a sustamable City, we cannot pave every 
backyard to create parking. 

Pr1or proJects have already stramed the neighborhood's resources and I wnte today as 
one construction proJeCt was JUSt completed a few weeks ago and as work has already 
begun on another. Combmed w1th the future effects of renovation to 1469, the block 1s 
gomg to be squeezed even 1f a vanance IS not granted wh1ch I very much hope the 
Board w1ll senously cons1der 

I grew up on Harvard Street. smce 1991 my family has hved, alongs1de many d1fferent 
types of ne1ghbors, at 1477 Harvard I look forward to takmg care of my parents m the 
Harvard Street house as they age and I w1ll need adequate street parkmg to do that I 
look forward to ra1smg my own fam1ly m that house and I w1ll need adequate street 
parkmg to do that, too. I look forward to contmumg to hve m a d1verse 
neighborhood-one w1th a m1xture of res1dents With a vanety of needs. 

Thank you very much for allowmg res1dents and c1t1zens to share the1r concerns and 
opm1ons on th1s matter As a native Washmgtoman, I care about the future of our c1ty 
very, very much. We have to share 1ts beauty w1th each other-but we have to share 
space w1sely or else we w1lllose the very charactenst1cs we value so very much 
Grantmg the parkmg vanance would be a detnment to the current res1dents of Harvard 
Street and to future res1dents as well 

Smcerely, 

JL-~ 
Helen Hubbard-Dav1s 
(202) 329 4453 
2445 15th Street, NW #215 
Washington, DC 20009 

Page 2 of 2 



Petition 

,3 C RECEIVED 
OFFICE OF ZONING 

The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each 1s 
l013HA'f29 PH12=35 

• A res1dent of Columbia He1ghts m Washmgton DC. 

• A ne1ghbor to 1469 Harvard St NW 

• A constituent of ANC d1stnct ANC 1a 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the 
exiSting structure (wh1ch contams 2 apartments) mto a larger buildmg with two additional floors, and 
w1th a total of e1ght apartments (four 1-bedroom un~ts +four 2-bedroom un~ts) 

Apartment buildings m this neighborhood are usually requ1red to prov1de one parkmg space for every 
two Units The owner has zero off-street parkmg spots, and IS requestmg a Zonmg Variance If the 
vanance 1s granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parkmg on the street 

In the last five years, there have been nme condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On 
the north s1de of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south s1de of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not 
requested a Parking Variance 

We The Undersigned are opposed to grantmg the Parking Zoning Vanance, because street parkmg IS 

already diff1cult to find m th1s neighborhood 

S1gnature Name Address Phone or Ema1l 

( ~ 
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The Zonmg Board Heanng 1s on Tuesday, June 3, startmg at 9 30am, at the Board of Zon~ng AdJustment 
at 4414th Street NW, Suite 200/210 Please come' 



Petition 

RECEIVED 
D.C OFFICE OF ZONING 

2Dill1AY 29 PH 12: 35 
The Unders1gned agree and hold to be true that each 1s 

• A res1dent of Columbia He1ghts tn Washmgton DC 

• A ne1ghbor to 1469 Harvard St NW 

• A constituent of ANC d1stnct ANC 1a 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would hke to convert the 
extSttng structure (wh1ch contams 2 apartments) into a larger bu1ldmg w1th two add1t1onal floors, and 
w1th a total of e1ght apartments (four 1-bedroom un1ts +four 2-bedroom umts) 

Apartment bu1ldmgs tn th1s neighborhood are usually required to prov1de one parkmg space for every 
two units The owner has zero off-street parkmg spots, and IS requestmg a Zonmg Variance If the 
vanance 1s granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parkmg on the street 

In the last five years, there have been nme condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On 
the north s1de of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south s1de of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have prov1ded adequate parkmg, and have not 
requested a Parking Vanance 

We The Undersigned are opposed to grantmg the Parkmg Zomng Vanance, because street parkmg IS 

already d1fficult to find m th1s neighborhood 

a art 
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The Zonmg Board Heanng 1s on Tuesday, June 3, startmg at 9 30am, at the Board of Zonmg Adjustment 
at 4414th Street NW, SUite 200/210 Please come I 
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RECEIVED 
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Petition 
2013 MAY 29 Pl112: 34 

The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each 1s 

• A res1dent of Columbia He1ghts m Washmgton DC 
• A ne1ghbor to 1469 Harvard St NW 

• A constituent of ANC d1strict ANC 1a 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the 

ex1stmg structure (wh1ch contams 2 apartments) mto a larger bulldmg w1th two add1t1onal floors, and 
w1th a total of e1ght apartments (four 1-bedroom umts +four 2-bedroom un1ts) 

Apartment burldmgs m th1s neighborhood are usually reqwred to prov1de one parkmg space for every 
two umts The owner has zero off-street parkmg spots, and 1s requestmg a Zonmg Vanance If the 
variance 1s granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parkmg on the street. 

In the last five years, there have been nme condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On 
the north s1de of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south s1de of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have prov1ded adequate parkmg, and have not 
requested a Parkmg Vanance 

We The Undersigned are opposed to grantmg the Parkmg Zoning Vanance, because street parkmg 1s 
already difficult to find m th1s neighborhood 

1 

2 

3 

7 

8 

9 

Address Phone or Email 

~~~--~~~~~----~~~~~~.w~ 

The Zomng Board Hearmg IS on Tuesday, June 3, startmg at 9 30am, at the Board of Zonmg AdJustment 

at 4414th Street NW, Surte 200/210 Please camel 



Date May23, 2013 

'R'ECElVEO ~ 
D c OFFICE Of ZON\NG 

zon 11~ y 29 PH 12: 3t. 

From· 

Whom It May Concern • ~ 

loUise Go!Mes ~ (1>' 
To: 

Re: Application Number 18563 from MCSKA, LLC, requestmg a variance from off-street parking 

requ1rements 

My name ts Loutse Gomes and I am writing on behalf of my husband R1chard and myself. We hve at 1479 

Harvard Street NW, smce 1986, ftve houses from the property seekmg the vanance 

We fully support Mr Eric Hoy's statement dated May 21, 2013. We also live in a smgle-fam1ly row house 

and have seen the development of numerous condom1mum conversions and are aware of the proposed 

and antidpated development of add1t1onal condominium conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard 

Street NW 

My husband and I fully understand the financ1al value both to the developer as well as the city in these 

conversions. But we are concerned with dens1ty and reduced hvmg space necessitated by these 

conversions 

We are wrt:ness to the decreasmg availability of street parking needed to accommodate the mcreased 

number of res1dents This seriously concerns us It has become nearly impossible for any serv1ce 

company (plumber, electndan, etc ) to find legal parkmg on our block Just recently, ARS Residential 

Serv1ces attempted to make a service call and left the area after spending 45 minutes lookmg for a single 

parkmg space w1th1n two blocks North and South of Harvard Street Fortunately, m th1s mstance we 

were not charged for the attempted visit, but that will not be the case in the future Th1s most recent 

event occurred in soite of the complimentary parkmg permit sent to res1dents 

We are against the request for a parkmg variance I do not understand why the proposed renovation to 

make eight apartment umts cannot be scaled back m order to convert some space to meet the District's 

parkmg requirements Once th1s vanance is granted, we see no end to the number of future requests 

the Board will have to cons1der, further adding to the inconvemence and detriment of existmg home 

owners. Our needs will be sacnficed m order to accommodate a vanance from District requirements 

In addition, I do not remember any effort on the part of MCSKA LLC to meet w1th us much less d1scuss 

their plans and what mconvemences we may mcur. It would have been preferable to have at least an 

effort to sohc1t ne1ghbor input We are not against development, although we question the need for the 

max1mum number of apartments that can be squeezed into the prem1ses at 1469 Harvard. 

My husband and I do not own a car Nevertheless, we are faced w1th parking issues daily as we attempt 

to ltve, mamtam, and entertain in our home Please, do not allow another probable problem to be added 

to the already burdensome 1ssue of "parking." 

Thank you for your cons1derat1on 



CHARLES R. DAVIS 
1477 HARVARD STREET, NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20009 
(202) 462-4620 

May 18. 2013 

Mr Richard S Nero. Jr 
Deputy Director of OperatiOns 
Office of Zonmg 
441 4th Street. NW. Su1te 2001 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE BZA Case 18563 

Dear Mr Nero. 

RECEIVED 
0 C OFF1CE Of ZONING 

ZOll MAY 29 Pl112= 3'+ 

Thank you for this opportunity to express my written view concerning the above­
mentiOned case before the Board of Zonmg Adjustment The purpose of my letter IS to 
express my vehement opposition to the applicatiOn ofMCSKA, LLC, pursuant to 11 
DCMR 3103 2 for a vanance from the off-street parkmg reqUirements under subsection 
2101 I, for an eight (8) umt apartment building m the R-5-B Dtstnct at premises 1469 
Harvard Street. NW (Square 4670.Lot 818). 

I have been a resident ofthe Distnct ofColumbta smce 1980 and have hved at 1477 
Harvard Street. NW With my family for more than 20 years Dunng thts time, we have 
watched our neighborhood change 111 many very regrettable ways, such as, poorly 
concetved renovatiOns, shoddy workmanship. excesstve noise and 111creased traffic. 
We've also seen a spike 111 demand for parkmg space as a dtrect consequence of the many 
recent condo com erswns on the 1400 block of Harvard Street. NW and other nearby 
proJects (1 e. the Day Care Center for 80 children at 1480 Columbta Road, NW) 

If you grant tlus variance granted. I beheve the effect will be to needlessly worsen an 
already challengmg on-street park111g cns1s m our neighborhood The vanance would 
cause great hardship to current residents who already experience an everyday shortage of 
convement close-by parkmg Often we are forced to dnve around the neighborhood for 
prolonged penods of time. especially dunng the even111g hours. to hunt for ever-scarce 
parkmg spaces-sometimes settling for parkmg which IS several blocks away The result 
of this competition for parkmg 1s wasted time. frustratiOn and a dtmimshed quahty of hfe 

Thank you for your consideratiOn- please contact me directly If you have any questiOn 
or additiOnal reqUirements 

Charles R. Oav1s 



To Whom It May Concern 
From Stacy Swartwood 
Regardmg Application 18563- Parkmg Zone Vanance Request 
Date May 19,2013 

RE'CEIVED 
!J C OFFICE OF ZONING 

lOll HAY 29 PH JZ: 35 

My name ts Stacy Swartwood, and I hve m a smgle-famtly row-house at 1436 Harvard St NW, w1th my husband and two 
chtldren whom I am also wntmg on the behalf of We have hved m the neighborhood for almost 15 years, havmg moved m 
before the Columbia Hetghts Metro Station opened We are across the street from the house owned by the zoning vanance 
applicant (MCSKA, LLC) at 1469 Harvard St NW. Our houses are man R-5-B zonmg distnct 

Our understandmg IS that the developer 1s plannmg to convert an old row house wtth two apartments mto etght 
wndomtmum umts There would not be any off street parkmg accommodatiOns, and all the condom1mum restdents would 
use already scarce on-street parkmg Th1s 1s unusual for a neighborhood that reqmres one parkmg space for every two 
residential umts. 

I am opposed to the parkmg zonmg variance request for four reasons 
The maximum number ofparkmg spaces that w!ll fit on the apphcant's land IS two, whtch under ctty regulatmns 
would allow for the construction of four umts That 1s the maxtmum number of units that should be permitted at thts 
property 

2 Parkmg on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW ts already scarce, and the proposal would further exacerbate the 
SituatiOn Double parked cars loadmg and unloadmg on the block often block traffic mcludmg emergency vehicles, 
particularly ambulances en route to Washmgton Hospttal Center/Children's Hospital/National RehabthtattOn 
Hospttal to the east 

3 There have been mne other condo conversions on the 1400 Harvard St NW block m the past five years and five 
other maJor condo converstons on the 1400 Gtrard St NW block backmg onto our alley, none of them have needed 
a parkmg vanance 

4 Whtle high residential density near public transportation makes sense, pubhc safety and ctty regulations cannot be 
sacnficed With large surface parkmg lots even closer to the Columbia Heights Metro Station than the property at 
1469 Harvard Street, there are many other opportumttes to mcrease the number ofrestdenttal dwellmg umts without 
compromismg pubhc safety, c1ty regulations. and the I 00+ year old neighborhood context 

Thank you tor your t1me and cons1derat1on I am ava1lable at 202/483-693 I (home), 703/235-8061 (work), or at 
sswartwood@gmail com If you have any questions 



Petition ,J c OFRF£CEIVED 
ICE OF ZONING 

2013 HAY 29 PH 12: 34 
The Unders1gned agree and hold to be true that each IS 

• A res1dent of Columbia Heights m Washmgton DC 
• A ne1ghbor to 1469 Harvard St NW 

• A constituent of ANC distnct ANC 1a. 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the 
ex1stmg structure (wh1ch contams 2 apartments) mto a larger bu1ldmg w1th two add1t1onal floors, and 
w1th a total of e1ght apartments (four 1-bedroom un1ts +four 2-bedroom umts) 

Apartment bu1ldmgs m th1s neighborhood are usually reqwred to prov1de one parkmg space for every 
two un1ts The owner has zero off-street parkmg spots, and IS requestmg a Zonmg Vanance If the 
vanance IS granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parkmg on the street 

In the last five years, there have been mne condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On 
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south side of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parkmg, and have not 
requested a Parkmg Vanance 

We The Undersigned are opposed to grantmg the Parkmg Zonmg Vanance, because street parkmg IS 

already d1fficult to fmd m th1s neighborhood 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Name Address Phone or Ema1l 

10~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Zomng Board Heanng 1s on Tuesday, June 3, startmg at 9 30am, at the Board of Zomng Adjustment 

at 4414th Street NW, Swte 200/210 Please come I 



Petition 
RECEIVED 

J.C DFF~CE OF ZONING 

The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each IS 2011 HAY 29 PM 12: 34 
• A res1dent of Columbia Heights m' Washington DC 

• A ne1ghbor to 1469 Harvard St NW 

• A constituent of ANC d1stnct ANC 1a 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the 
ex1stmg structure (wh1ch contams 2 apartments) mto a larger bUIIdmg w1th two add1t1onal floors, and 
wrth a total of e1ght apartments (four 1-bedroom unrts + foyr 2-bedroom unrts) 

Apartment buildings m th1s nerghborhood are usually required to provrde one parkmg space for every 
two units The owner has zero off-street parkmg spots, and rs requestmg a Zonmg Vanance If the 
variance IS granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parkmg on the street 

In the last f1ve years, there have been nme condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On 
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south srde of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have provrded adequate parkrng, and have not 
requested a Parkrng Variance 

We The Undersigned are opposed to grantmg the Parkmg Zoning Vanance, because street parkrng is 
already d1ff1cult to find m this nerghborhood 

1 

2. 

3 

4 

5 

6. 

7 

8 

9 

~ Name Address Phone or Emarl 

10. ________________________________________________________ ___ 

The Zoning Board Heanng 1s on Tuesday, June 3, startrng at 9 30am, at the Board of Zonrng AdJustment 
at4414th Street NW, SUite 200/210 Please comer 



May 21,2013 

Richard S Nero, Jr 
Deputy Director of Operatrons 
Office of Zonmg 
Government of the Drstnct of Col umbra 
4414th Street, N W 
Surte 202/210-S 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE: Application# 18563 

Dear Mr Nero, 

RECEHt£0 
0 C OFFICE OF ZONING 

20f3MAY 29 PH 12: 34 

The mtent of thrs letter rs to formally protest the above noted applrcat10n for a vanance to zonrng 

regulations thrs issuers of partrcular rnterest to me as I have been a homeowner residrng on th1s block 

for the past 10 years 

The owner is requestrng that you warve the long-established off-street parkrng requrrements so that 

they can to develop the property rnto a multr-famrly dwellrng The problem with this is that rehevrng 

them of the burden creates a hardshrp to those of us who actually lrve here. Parking on this block rs 

already qurte limited due to rush hour and street sweepmg restnctrons, so rgnorrng the parkrng needs of 

multrple new residential umts would be unwise 

I urge you to consider the needs of s!.Lthe resrdents who make up thts communrty, not JUst the spectal 

mterests of one who may or may not ever actually resrde here. 

Thank you for your consrderatron 

Lrnda Gaston 
1444 Harvard Street, NW 
Washmgton, DC 20009 



David Van Leeuwen 
1453 Harvard Street, NW 
W aslungton, DC 20009 
May 28,2013 

Board of Zomng Adjustment 
DC Office of Zoning 
441 4th St NW #200 
W ashmgton, DC 20001 

Dear Board Members. 

" RECEIVED 
D.t .. OFFICE OF ZONING 

lOll HAY 29 PH 12: 36 

My name IS David Van Leeuwen, and I live in a two-flat row house at 1453 Harvard St, 
NW With my wife and two children that hes seven properties away from the house owned 
by the zoning variance applicant (MCSKA, LLC) at 1469 Harvard St, NW My family 
and I are adamantly opposed to the parkmg zomng variance request for the reason that 
street parkmg IS already a scarcity on the 1400 block of Harvard St., NW, and that by 
allowmg thts vanance to occur, this parkmg scarcity Will be mtensified Often I am 
forced to fmd alternative parking away from the 1400 block of Harvard St, NW, ifl need 
to run errands after work If I take my children with me to buy groceries, for example, I 
am hard-pressed to bnng m the heavy groceries to my house, and Simultaneously provide 
a watchful eye on my kids Ifl am parking more than one block away. 

In addition, iit is my understandmg that 11 DCMR § 21 01 I states that for every two 
condo units made available, the developer IS required to provide one space for off-street 
parking Tlus building, from my knowledge, has limited accessibility to provide even 
one off-street parking space The lack of off-street parking, thus the mabihty to 
maximiZe the development of the property, IS in my opinion what kept this property 
langwshing on the MLS for over five months (see Appendix A· Property History for 
I469 Harvard St NW) It appears that most developers found this property undesirable, 
except ultimately for MCSKA, LLC. In this hot real estate market, in the coveted 
Columbia Heights location, with ultra-low mterest rates, this property should have sold 
Immediately- as do all the other comparable properties with adequate off-street parkzng 
MCSKA, LLC should have been aware of 11 DCMR § 2I 0 I I when they purchased this 
property It is not unfair for the developer to ask the Board for a parking zonmg vanance, 
but I would consider It unJUSt for the Board to support this request at the expense of those 
already living on the block, and scrambling to find parking every day. 

Sincerely, 

~ /----

~Ycu!, 
I 

David Van Leeuwen 



Board of Zoning AdJustment, 
Office of Zomng, Government of the Distnct of Columbia 
One Judiciary Square 
441 4th Street NW 
Suite 210S 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE· BZA Case 18563 

May28, 2013 

Dear Board of Zomng AdJustment, 

~ RECEIVED 
O.C. OFFICE OF ZONING 

lOU HAY 29 PH J2: 36 

I am wntmg as a concerned resident who has been liVIng on this street for 13 years I 
woutd hke to request that you deny the parkmg vanance application for 1469 Harvard 
Street, NW (case 18563) 

As It IS now, we have very limited parkmg, which makes It difficult for my fnends and 
tamily to visit I already have trouble findmg parkm~ and I can only imagtne how 
approvmg thiS vanance application would worsen the situation. I often circulate for a 
long time searchmg for parking and then have to walk a few blocks alone m the dark to 
get to my apartment. I will feel even less safe tfthe parking problem IS exacerbated. 

When I first moved to th1s neighborhood m 2000, there was ample parking and a better 
quality ofhfe. Everywhere I look, there are new construction proJects adding more 
condos where there are already too many As a long-time Columbia Heights resident, I 
would hke you to consider our quahty of hfe when it comes to making this important 
deciSion. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Damela Villar del Saz 
1446 Harvard Street, NW #4 
Washmgton, DC 20009 



soccer practice, and the park, and we never commute to work by car In 
short, we are not a car-centnc family and, as a general matter, we support 
any mrt1abve that reduces car usage We are not, however, so Ignorant to 
believe that buiidmg eight umts wrthout a smgle parkmg spot will have the 
desired effect of reducing car use Rather, the vanance will decidedly 
Impose one very detrimental effect It will exacerbate an already 
unsustainable problem with parking on our block and In our neighborhood 
and reduce the quality of living of the current residents 

It IS our understanding that a developer IS required to have two 
parking spots per four umts Here, the application egregiously seeks to 
reduce the number of parkmg spots to zero while mcreasmg the number of 
untts to eight This Is not a realistic or w1se approach We strongly urge 
the Board to deny the application 

Respectfully submitted, 

.......:» ? 
~ n -w.» 0 ::z -rt:r.t l:D 
-< ~f'T\ 
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-a o< ...,., 
:z: NO 
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RECEIVED 
D.C OFFICE OF ZONfNG 

ZDIJ HAY 29 PM f2: 36 

Board of Zomng AdJustment 
One Judtctary Square 
441 4th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

1461 Harvard St, NW, #2 
Washmgton, D.C. 20009 

May 28, 2013 

RE: Application 18563 I MCSKA, LLC 

To whom tt may concern. 

We are wnttng to obJect to the application of MCSKA, LLC to obtam a 
vanance from the off-street park1ng reqUirements for an eight-umt 
apartment bu1ldmg at 1469 Harvard Street, NW Our family has lived on 
the 1400 block of Harvard St, NW for nearly seven years. We must rely on 
on-street parktng for our s1ngle compact car as our condo un1t d1d not have 
parking available when we purchased (Our build1ng had only three spots 
available for f1ve umts, and the three spots had sold by the t1me we 
purchased ) We have faced 1ncreastng difficulty with parktng over the 
years as the number of mult1-umt bu1ld1ngs has exploded on our block The 
difficulty w1th park1ng affects many aspects of our lives It means that we 
have to walk blocks carrymg our groceries whtle keepmg our chtldren tn 
tow, that our children's elderly grandparents often have to dnve around the 
neighborhood look1ng for a parking spot when they come from out of town 
to v1s1t, that our fnends commg for a meal or a soc1al call cannot park 
anywhere near our home, and that serv1ce repatrmen cannot eas1ly access 
our condo building for servtce calls 

We understand that 1tv1ng tn the ctty means that havmg a car wtthout 
a park1ng spot 1s not easy Accordtngly, we do our utmost to take public 
transportation and nde our btcycles whenever posstble, 1nclud1ng Cap1tal 
Bikeshare We walk and b1ke our chtldren to school, day care, restaurants, 



RECEIVED 
D C OFFICE OF ZONING Petition 

The Unders1g~~~~Mt ~ h@Mf0b15rue that each 1s 

• A res1dent of Columbia He1ghts m Washmgton DC 
• A ne1ghbor to 1469 Harvard St NW 

• A constituent of ANC d1stnct ANC 1a 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the 
ex1stmg structure (wh1ch conta1ns 2 apartments) mto a larger bu1ldmg w1th two add1t1onal floors, and 
w1th a total of e1ght apartments (four 1-bedroom un~ts +four 2-bedroom un~ts) 

Apartment bu1ldmgs m th1s neighborhood are usually reqwred to prov1de one parkmg space for every 
two umts The owner has zero off-street parkmg spots, and 1s requestmg a Zonmg Vanance If the 

vanance IS granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parkmg on the street 

In the last f1ve years, there have been nme condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On 
the north s1de of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south s1de of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have prov1ded adequate parkmg, and have not 
requested a Parkmg Vanance 

We The Undersigned are opposed to grantmg the Park1ng Zonmg Vanance, because street parkmg IS 

already d1ff1cult to fmd m th1s neighborhood 

Signature 

1 ~ 
2. ~ 
3 

4 

5 
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8 

9 

10 

The Zomng Board Heanng 1s on Tuesday, June 3, startmg at 9 30am, at the Board of Zonmg Adjustment 

at 4414th Street NW, Swte 200/210 Please come' 



Petition 
'RECEIVED 

~o.c OFFICE OF ZONING 

The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each 1s. 2BJl HAY 29 PH 12: 35 
• A res1dent of Columbia He1ghts m Washmgton DC 

• A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW 

• A constituent of ANC d1stnct ANC 1a 

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would hke to convert the 
ex1sttng structure (wh1ch contams 2 apartments) mto a larger bulldmg w1th two add1t1onal floors, and 
w1th a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom un1ts +four 2-bedroom un~ts) 

Apartment bUIIdmgs tn th1s neighborhood are usually requ1red to prov1de one parkmg space for every 
two un~ts The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and 1s requestmg a Zonmg Vanance If the 
vanance IS granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parkmg on the street 

In the last f1ve years, there have been nme condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On 
the north s1de of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south s1de of the street, at 1442, 
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have prov1ded adequate parkmg, and have not 
requested a Parkmg Vanance 

We The Undersigned are opposed to grantmg the Parkmg Zonmg Vanance, because street parkmg IS 

already d1fficult to fmd m th1s neighborhood 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Name Address Phone or Email 

10. ____________________________________________________________ __ 

4 
The Zonmg Board Heanng IS on Tuesday, June), startrng at 9 30am, at the Board of Zonmg Adjustment 
at 4414th Street NW, SUite 200/210 Please comet 



RECEIVED 
rJ.C OFFICE OF ZONING 

MttfAY 29 Pffil: 36 

IN REFERANCE TO: Case Number 18563 I Case MCSKA, LLC - Parkmg Zone Variance Request 

To whom 1t may concern, 

I, jeffrey Gaston, do not support the var1ance request w1th Case Number 18563 I Case MCSKA, LLC- Parkmg 

Zone Vanance Request. I live and own the property at 1444 Harvard St. NW wrth1n 198 feet of the premtses 

1469 Harvard St. NW wh1ch IS pursumg a vanance from off-street parkmg reqwrements for an e1ght (8) un1t 

apartment bwldmg 

The proposed e1ght (8) un1ts change the current use and general purpose by I 00% Typ1cally th1s block 1n the R-5-

B zone has two (2) parkmg spaces per lot With the m1n1mum set back of 15' from the alley. The current schedule 

of reqwrements for parkmg spaces IS one (I) parkmg space for each two (2) dwelling un1ts Th1s would equate to 

to four (4) apartment un1ts per a typ1callot w1th a 15' set back. The vartance tdentlfied etght (8) Units 1n the lot 

Within th1s zone whtch IS a I 00% change 

I purchased our property to ra1se our fam1ly knowmg that zon~ng rules protect the mtended purpose I w1llmcur 
the hardshtp by obta1mng parkmg for v1s1tmg relatives to my fam1ly of four 1f thts var1ance was granted The cost of 

rent1ng parkmg for my relatives and the proxtmtty of the parkmg space would deter the typ1cal fam1ly lifestyle that 

would change m th1s zone 

jeffrey Allen Gaston 
1444 Harvard St NW 
WDC 20009 
5121/2013 


