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Petition FFICE oF ZONING
2013 |
The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is: HaY 29 P 12: 34
° A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC.
° A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW.
° A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a.

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW. The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units).

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units. The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance. If the
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street.

In the last five years, there have been nine conda conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW. (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance.

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is
already difficult to find in this neighborhood.
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The Zoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9:30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4" Street NW, Suite 200/210.-Please come!
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The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is: 12: ')l'
° A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC.
° A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW.
° A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a.

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW. The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units).

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units. The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance. If the
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street.

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW. (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance.

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is
already difficult to find in this neighborhood.
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ThelZoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, Juned, starting at 9:30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4™ Street NW, Suite 200/210. Please come!
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The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is:

. A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC.
e A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW.
. A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a.

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW. The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units).

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units. The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance. If the
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street.

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW. (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance.

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is
already difficult to find in this neighborhood.
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The Zoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9:30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4™ Street NW, Suite 200/210. Please come!
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The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is: 2013 Hay 29 Py 12: 3,
. A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC.
] A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW.
. A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a.

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW. The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units).

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units. The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance. If the
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street.

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW. (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance.

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is
already difficult to find in this neighborhood.
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The Zoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9:30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4" Street NW, Suite 200/210. Please come!
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441 4™, Street, N.W, #2001 ZBI3HAY 29 PMI2: 35
Washington, DC 20001
Re: Case 18563

Application of MCSKA, LLC

The purpose of this letter is to register my opposition to the variance application noted
above, for 1469 Harvard Street. N.W. I own and have lived four doors down, at 1477
Harvard St. N.W. since 1991 and [ am a native Washingtonian.

The applicant is requesting a variance from the parking requirements, seeking to develop
a two unit building into an eight units with no parking at all. Without this variance, the
applicant would have to provide parking spaces for four cars. The addition of eight units
without any parking at all is too much for the neighborhood to bear, as I will explain.
Living here, [ can attest to the growing difficulty I find in parking my car. I need to park
on the street because I do not have parking in the alley, contrary to “Detailed Statement
E”. Even though we have Zone One only parking, the recent increased popularity of
Columbia Heights has put extremely serious stress on the parking situation. Recently, 20
to 30 units in the 1400 block of Harvard Street have been added that do not have off -
street parking. More are already underway, further increasing the number of units
without any parking. This will make the parking situation intolerable.

I ride my bicycle whenever possible, my whole family does, but there are times when a
bicycle just won’t do. I volunteer doing animal rescue work in Columbia Heights and all

over the city. I work with Four Paws Rescue Team, Alley Cat Allies and the Humane



Society. I need access to my car to carry out these activities. As my husband and I grow
older, we will need to use our car more and more, and when my daughter has babies, she
will need the use of a car.

The property at 1469, which has been vacant since last fall, is a unique building on our
block because it is divided into two equal units, airy, large and sunny, with two
bedrooms. dining room and living room. and space for a home office. They have
luxuriously wide hallways. The spaces are really charming, with arched doorways inside

to match the exterior arched main doorway. It is in good condition, not dilapidated.

although it does need some exterior paint. 1 am including a picture to make my point.




My preference would be for the new owners of 1469 to keep the building as it is. The
greenest building 1s the one already built This kind of conversion hurts the stated
“green agenda” of the city in so many ways

The neighbors on this block are virtually unanimous 1n opposition to this application. We
do not want to waste hours of our time driving around looking for a space to park, and as
an older woman, I do not wish to walk a long distance to my car at might, 1t makes me

very vulnerable

Dt han £

Dana Hubbard
1477 Harvard St , NW

WDC 20009
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Board of Zoning Adjustment,

Office of Zoning, Government of the District of Columbia
One Judiciary Square

44| 4th Street NV, Suite 210S

Woashington, DC 20001

Dear Board of Zoning Adjustment,

| write to respectfully request that you deny the parking variance application for 1469
Harvard Street, NW (case 18563) because 1t would exacerbate the already inadequate
parking problem on that street and its surrounding blocks. Moreover, lack of parking
will discourage long-term residence by the future tenants of this property. As the block
continues to grow and change, we have to think of the consequences of granting
variances to the District’s existing zoning regulations In order to achieve a good quality
of life for a diversity of Harvard Street’s current and future residents, | ask that this
parking variance be denied

First, the current parking situation is already strained There are insufficient
accommodations, in part, because of the expansion of numerous single-family homes
into rental units and condominiums and, generally, a growing population to which the
infrastructure and resources, including parking, have yet to adapt. It would be a mistake
to divide 1469 Harvard into so many units without providing for adequate parking.

As the applicants point out, a variance has already been granted to the property to the
rear of 1469. Every property cannot receive exceptions to the established and well
reasoned regulations without stripping those regulations of meaning.

Second, | fully believe that we will continue to see less need for car parking (and fewer
cars generally) in the city and | look forward to that greener future. | think high-density,
car-free living Is very good from an urban planning perspective and suitable for lots of
people and places including the District. But this kind of lifestyle needs to be part of an
overall plan for a community so that current and future residents are supported through
the different phases of their lives

Young people starting their careers and lives in the city need affordable and accessible
housing in the District but, at the same time, all of our current housing stock cannot be
turned into studio apartments We, as a community, need to plan for young people as
well as for young families so that the city will thrive Part of that planning will be
resisting attempts to homogenize our neighborhoods in order to make them appealing
to only one type of resident.

The applicants also suggest that each private property has adequate space for parking

First, this 1s only true If the number of residents remains more or less as was intended in
the early twentieth century when these houses were first constructed |f each property

Page | of 2



must support 6-8 young adult residents, the parking situation quickly becomes
inadequate Second, if DC is going to remain a sustainable city, we cannot pave every
backyard to create parking.

Prior projects have already strained the neighborhood’s resources and | write today as
one construction project was just completed a few weeks ago and as work has already
begun on another. Combined with the future effects of renovation to 1469, the block 1s
going to be squeezed even If a variance is not granted which | very much hope the
Board will seriously consider

| grew up on Harvard Street. since 991 my family has lived, alongside many different
types of neighbors, at 1477 Harvard | look forward to taking care of my parents in the
Harvard Street house as they age and | will need adequate street parking to do that |
look forward to raising my own family in that house and | will need adequate street
parking to do that, too. | look forward to continuing to live in a diverse
neighborhood—one with a mixture of residents with a variety of needs.

Thank you very much for allowing residents and citizens to share their concerns and
opinions on this matter As a native Washingtonian, | care about the future of our city
very, very much. We have to share its beauty with each other—but we have to share
space wisely or else we will lose the very characteristics we value so very much
Granting the parking variance would be a detriment to the current residents of Harvard
Street and to future residents as well

Sincerely,

LG

Helen Hubbard-Davis
(202) 329 4453

2445 | 5% Street, NW #215
Washington, DC 20009

Page 2 of 2
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Petition

The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is

° A resident of Columbia Heights tin Washington DC.
° A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW
° A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units)

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance If the
variance I1s granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking Is
already difficult to find in this neighborhood

Signature Name Address Phone or Email
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The Zoning Board Hearing 1s on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9 30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4™ Street NW, Suite 200/210 Please come!
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Petition

The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is

° A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC
. A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW
° A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the
existing structure {(which cantains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units)

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance |f the
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking 1s
already difficult to find in this neighborhood
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The Zoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9 30am at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4" Street NW, Suite 200/210 Please come!
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Petition

The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is

° A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC
o A neighbor ta 1469 Harvard St NW
° A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units)

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance If the
variance i1s granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street.

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is
already difficult to find n this neighborhood
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The Zoning Board Hearing i1s on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9 30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4™ Street NW, Suite 200/210 Please come!
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Date May 23, 2013

To: Whom It May Concern . r)a/)

(i
From- Louise Goines Lésok

Re: Application Number 18563 from MCSKA, LLC, requesting a variance from off-street parking
requirements

My name 1s Louise Goines and | am writing on behalf of my husband Richard and myself. We live at 1479
Harvard Street NW, since 1986, five houses from the property seeking the variance

We fully support Mr Eric Hoy’s statement dated May 21, 2013. We also live in a single-family row house
and have seen the development of numerous condominium conversions and are aware of the proposed
and anticipated development of additional condominium conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard
Street NW

My husband and | fully understand the financial value both to the developer as well as the city in these
conversions. But we are concerned with density and reduced living space necessitated by these
conversions

We are witness to the decreasing availability of street parking needed to accommodate the increased
number of residents This seriously concerns us It has become nearly imposstble for any service
company (plumber, electrician, etc ) to find legal parking on our block Just recently, ARS Residential
Services attempted to make a service call and left the area after spending 45 minutes looking for a single
parking space within two blocks North and South of Harvard Street Fortunately, in this instance we
were not charged for the attempted visit, but that will not be the case in the future This most recent
event occurred in spite of the complimentary parking permit sent to residents

We are against the request for a parking variance | do not understand why the proposed renovation to
make eight apartment units cannot be scaled back in order to convert some space to meet the District’s
parking requirements Once this variance is granted, we see no end to the number of future requests
the Board will have to consider, further adding to the inconvenience and detriment of existing home
owners. Our needs will be sacrificed in order to accommodate a variance from District requirements

In addition, | do not remember any effort on the part of MCSKA LLC to meet with us much less discuss
their plans and what inconveniences we may incur. it would have been preferable to have at least an
effort to solicit neighbor input We are not against development, although we question the need for the
maximum number of apartments that can be squeezed into the premises at 1469 Harvard.

My husband and | do not own a car Nevertheless, we are faced with parking issues daily as we attempt
to live, maintam, and entertain in our home Please, do not allow another probable problem to be added
to the already burdensome issue of “parking.”

Thank you for your consideration
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(202) 462-4620

May 18.2013

Mr Richard S Nero, Jr
Deputy Director of Operations
Cffice of Zomng

441 4" Street. NW. Suite 2001
Washington, DC 20001

RE BZA Case 18563
Dear Mr Nero.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my written view concerning the above-
mentioned case before the Board of Zoning Adjustment The purpose of my letter 1s to
express my vehement opposition to the application of MCSKA, LLC, pursuant to 11
DCMR 3103 2 for a variance from the off-street parking requirements under subsection
2101 1, for an eight (8) unit apartment building in the R-5-B Dustrict at premises 1469
Harvard Street. NW (Square 4670.Lot 818).

I have been a resident of the District of Columbia since 1980 and have lived at 1477
Harvard Street, NW with my family for more than 20 years During this time, we have
watched our neighborhood change in many very regrettable ways, such as, poorly
concerved renovations, shoddy workmanship, excessive noise and increased traffic.
We’ve also seen a spike 1n demand for parking space as a direct consequence of the many
recent condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard Street, NW and other nearby
projects (1 e , the Day Care Center for 80 children at 1480 Columbia Road, NW)

If you grant this variance granted, I believe the effect will be to needlessly worsen an
already challenging on-street parking crisis mn our neighborhood The variance would
cause great hardship to current residents who already experience an everyday shortage of
convenient close-by parking Often we are forced to drive around the neighborhood for
prolonged periods of time, especially during the evening hours, to hunt for ever-scarce
parking spaces—sometimes settling for parking which 1s several blocks away The result
of this competrtion for parking 1s wasted time, frustration and a diminished quality of life

Thank you for your consideration — please contact me directly if you have any question
or additional requirements

(K P

Charles R. Davis
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From Stacy Swartwood
Regarding Application 18563 — Parking Zone Vanance Request
Date May 19,2013

My name is Stacy Swartwood, and I live i a smgle-family row-house at 1436 Harvard St NW, with my husband and two
children whom [ am also writing on the behalf of We have lived in the neighborhood for almost 15 years, having moved in
before the Columbia Heights Metro Station opened We are across the street from the house owned by the zoning vanance
applicant (MCSKA, LLC) at 1469 Harvard St NW. Our houses are in an R-5-B zoning district.

Our understanding 1s that the developer 1s planning to convert an old row house with two apartments into eight
condominium umts There would not be any off street parhing accommodations, and all the condominium residents would
use already scarce on-street parking This 1s unusual for a neighborhood that requires one parking space for every two
residential units.

I am opposed to the parking zoning variance request for four reasons

1 The maximum number of parhing spaces that will fit on the applicant’s land 1s two, which under city regulations
would allow for the construction of four units That 1s the maximum number of units that should be permitted at this
property

2 Parking on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW 1s already scarce, and the proposal would further exacerbate the
situation Double parked cars loading and unloading on the block often block traffic including emergency vehicles,
particularly ambulances en route to Washington Hospital Center/Children’s Hospital/National Rehabilitation
Hospital to the east

3 There have been nine other condo conversions on the 1400 Harvard St NW block in the past five years and five
other major condo conversions on the 1400 Girard St NW block backing onto our alley, none of them have needed
a parking variance

4  While high residential density near public transportation makes sense, public safety and city regulations cannot be
sacrificed With large surface parking lots even closer to the Columbia Heights Metro Station than the property at
1469 Harvard Street, there are many other opportunities to mcrease the number of residential dwelling units without
compromising public safety, city regulations, and the 100+ year old neighborhood context

Thank you for your time and consideration 1 am available at 202/483-6931 (home), 703/235-8061 (work), or at
sswartwood@gmail com 1f you have any questions
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The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each 1s 2813 HAY 29 PH 12: 3
) A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC
. A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW
° A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a.

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units)

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance If the
variance Is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480.) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is
already difficult to find in this neighborhood

Signature Name Address Phone or Email
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The Zoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9 30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4" Street NW, Suite 200/210 Please come!
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The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each 1s 2013 MAY 29 PMI12: 34
° A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC
. A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW
o A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units)

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and 1s requesting a Zoning Variance [f the
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is
already difficult to find in this neighborhood

Signature ~ Name Address Phone or Emall
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The Zoning Board Hearing 1s on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9 30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4" Street NW, Surte 200/210 Please come!
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Richard S Nero, Jr

Deputy Director of Operations

Office of Zoning

Government of the District of Columbia
441 4™ Street, N W

Suite 202/210-S

Washington, DC 20001

RE: Application # 18563
Dear Mr Nero,

The intent of this letter is to formally protest the above noted application for a variance to zoning
regulations This issue is of particular interest to me as | have been a homeowner residing on this block
for the past 10 years

The owner is requesting that you walive the long-established off-street parking requirements so that
they can to develop the property into a multi-family dwelling The problem with this is that relieving
them of the burden creates a hardship to those of us who actually [ive here. Parking on this block is
already qurte limited due to rush hour and street sweeping restrictions, so ignoring the parking needs of
multiple new residential units would be unwise

| urge you to consider the needs of all the residents who make up this community, not just the special
interests of one who may or may not ever actually reside here.

Thank you for your consideration

Linda Gaston
1444 Harvard Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009
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David Van Leeuwen 0.C. OFF] CE OF ZONING
1453 Harvard Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009 ZDI3MAY 29 pio: 36
May 28, 2013

Board of Zoning Adjustment
DC Office of Zoning

441 4th St NW #200
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Board Members.

My name 1s David Van Leeuwen, and I live in a two-flat row house at 1453 Harvard St,
NW with my wife and two children that lies seven properties away from the house owned
by the zoning variance applicant (MCSKA, LLC) at 1469 Harvard St, NW My family
and I are adamantly opposed to the parking zoning variance request for the reason that
street parking 1s already a scarcity on the 1400 block of Harvard St., NW, and that by
allowing this varniance to occur, this parking scarcity will be intensified Often I am
forced to find alternative parking away from the 1400 block of Harvard St , NW, if I need
to run errands after work If I take my children with me to buy groceries, for example, I
am hard-pressed to bring 1n the heavy groceries to my house, and simultaneously provide
a watchful eye on my kids if I am parking more than one block away.

In addition, ilt is my understanding that 11 DCMR § 2101 1 states that for every two
condo units made available, the developer 1s required to provide one space for off-street
parking This building, from my knowledge, has limited accessibility to provide even
one off-street parking space The lack of off-street parking, thus the mability to
maximize the development of the property, 1s in my opinion what kept this property
langwishing on the MLS for over five months (see Appendix A- Property History for
1469 Harvard St NW) It appears that most developers found this property undesirable,
except ultimately for MCSKA, LLC. In this hot real estate market, in the coveted
Columbia Heights location, with ultra-low nterest rates, this property should have sold
immediately — as do all the other comparable properties with adequate off-street parking
MCSKA, LLC should have been aware of 11 DCMR § 2101 1 when they purchased this
property It is not unfair for the developer to ask the Board for a parking zoning variance,
but I would consider 1t unjust for the Board to support this request at the expense of those
already living on the block, and scrambling to find parking every day.

Sincerely,
/
D e T/

David Van Leeuwen
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Office of Zomng, Government of the District of Columbia 20138y 29 PN 12: 36
One Judiciary Square e
441 4th Street NW

Suite 2108

Washington, DC 20001

RE' BZA Case 18563
May 28, 2013

Dear Board of Zoning Adjustment,

! am writing as a concerned resident who has been living on this street for 13 years |
would like to request that you deny the parking variance application for 1469 Harvard
Street, NW (case 18563}

As 1t 1s now, we have very limited parking, which makes 1t difficult for my friends and
tarmly to visit [ already have trouble finding parking, and I can only imagine how
approving this varance application would worsen the situation. I often circulate for a
long time searching for parking and then have to walk a few blocks alone 1n the dark to
get to my apartment. [ will feel even less safe if the parking problem 1s exacerbated.

When I first moved to this neighborhood 1n 2000, there was ample parking and a better
qualty of life. Everywhere I look, there are new construction projects adding more
condos where there are already too many As a long-time Columbia Heights resident,
would like you to consider our quality of hfe when it comes to making this important
decision.

Thank you for your consideration.

Ll VT A o —

Daniela Villar del Saz
1446 Harvard Street, NW #4
Washington, D C 20009



soccer practice, and the park, and we never commute to work by car In
short, we are not a car-centric family and, as a general matter, we support
any inttiative that reduces car usage We are not, however, so ignorant to
believe that building eight units without a single parking spot will have the
desired effect of reducing car use Rather, the variance will decidedly
Impose one very detrimental effect it will exacerbate an already
unsustainable problem with parking on our block and in our neighborhood
and reduce the quality of living of the current residents

It 1s our understanding that a developer is required to have two
parking spots per four units Here, the application egregiously seeks to
reduce the number of parking spots to zero while increasing the number of

units to eight This is not a realistic or wise approach We strongly urge
the Board to deny the application

Respectfully submitted,

Jpnathan Renaut
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May 28, 2013

Board of Zoning Adjustment
One Judiciary Square

441 4th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001

RE: Application 18563 / MCSKA, LLC
To whom it may concern.

We are writing to object to the application of MCSKA, LLC to obtain a
variance from the off-street parking requirements for an eight-unit
apartment building at 1469 Harvard Street, NW Our family has lived on
the 1400 block of Harvard St, NW for nearly seven years. We must rely on
on-street parking for our single compact car as our condo unit did not have
parking available when we purchased (Our building had only three spots
available for five units, and the three spots had sold by the time we
purchased ) We have faced increasing difficulty with parking over the
years as the number of multi-unit buildings has exploded on our block The
difficulty with parking affects many aspects of our lives It means that we
have to walk blocks carrying our groceries while keeping our children in
tow, that our children’s elderly grandparents often have to drive around the
neighborhood looking for a parking spot when they come from out of town
to visit, that our friends coming for a meal or a social call cannot park
anywhere near our home, and that service repairmen cannot easily access
our condo building for service calls

We understand that living in the city means that having a car without
a parking spot is not easy Accordingly, we do our utmost to take public
transportation and rnde our bicycles whenever possible, including Capital
Bikeshare We walk and bike our children to school, day care, restaurants,
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The Underygr?gpagl%! ya:) hBﬁl%b'ﬁrue that each 1s E -—
o A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC \{ {/ [\J W
) A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW
° A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units)

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and 1s requesting a Zoning Variance If the
variance is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461, on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking I1s
already difficult to find in this neighborhood

Signature Name Addn‘esus dsﬁ;\:l’hone or Email
1 % Hey SukClong S;va:oc ol Pl(Jdoné_CS aFScime ,ora
2. ﬂm W\\\Ifﬂg \de\\\l Mb3 havvard S N LéhOM\L\‘33@o!m:«\\ €0 on
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 ]

The Zoning Board Hearing is on Tuesday, June 3, starting at 9 30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4™ Street NW, Suite 200/210 Please come!
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The Undersigned agree and hold to be true that each is.

. A resident of Columbia Heights in Washington DC
o A neighbor to 1469 Harvard St NW
e A constituent of ANC district ANC 1a

In January 2013, a developer purchased 1469 Harvard St NW The owner would like to convert the
existing structure (which contains 2 apartments) into a larger building with two additional floors, and
with a total of eight apartments (four 1-bedroom units + four 2-bedroom units)

Apartment buildings in this neighborhood are usually required to provide one parking space for every
two units The owner has zero off-street parking spots, and is requesting a Zoning Variance If the
variance Is granted, the new apartment owners would need to seek parking on the street

In the last five years, there have been nine condo conversions on the 1400 block of Harvard St NW (On
the north side of the street, at 1449, 1451, 1459, and 1461; on the south side of the street, at 1442,
1448, 1464, 1466, and 1480 ) All of these developers have provided adequate parking, and have not
requested a Parking Variance

We The Undersigned are opposed to granting the Parking Zoning Variance, because street parking is
already difficult to find in this neighborhood

Signature Name Address Phone or Email
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The Zoning Board Hearing 1s on Tuesday, June A, starting at 9 30am, at the Board of Zoning Adjustment
at 441 4™ Street NW, Surte 200/210 Please come!
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IN REFERANCE TO: Case Number 18563 / Case MCSKA, LLC - Parking Zone Variance Request

To whom it may concern,

|, Jeffrey Gaston, do not support the variance request with Case Number 18563 / Case MCSKA, LLC — Parking
Zone Vanance Request. | ive and own the property at 1444 Harvard St NW within 198 feet of the premises
1469 Harvard St. NW which is pursuing a variance from off-street parking requirements for an eight (8) unit
apartment building

The proposed eight (8) units change the current use and general purpose by 100% Typically this block in the R-5-
B zone has two (2) parking spaces per lot with the minimum set back of 15" from the alley. The current schedule
of requirements for parking spaces 1s one () parking space for each two (2) dwelling umits This would equate to
to four (4) apartment units per a typical lot with a |5’ set back. The variance idenufied eight (8) units in the lot
within this zone which 1s a 100% change

| purchased our property to raise our family knowing that zoning rules protect the intended purpose | will incur
the hardship by obtaining parking for visiting relatives to my family of four if this variance was granted The cost of
renting parking for my relatives and the proximity of the parking space would deter the typical family Ifestyle that
would change in this zone

ol FTS

jeffrey Allen Gaston
1444 Harvard St NW
wDC 20009
5/21/2013



