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05.15.13 

Re: 1469 Harvard Street NW Parking Variance 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We are applying for a parking variance (area variance) for 1469 Harvard Street NW. Parking is the only 
zoning relief we are seeking. We propose constructing eight apartment units, and per the R-5-B zone, four 
parking spaces are required. We are seeking relief from this requirement for the following reasons: 

1. The site is unique\ because, though the alley touches the site at the Northwest comer, there is not 
adequate access to the site. The alley access is only 5'-9.5" wide. Unfortunately, this is not wide enough to 
accommodate most vehicles. It is wide enough to accommodate sub-compact cars such as the Smart Car and 
the Fiat 500. We are happy to provide parking for these select models of sub-compact cars, and also propose 
providing extensive bicycle storage. 

2. We are able to comply with the intent of the zoning code's parking requirement because many transportation 
options exist nearby. The Columbia Heights Metro Station is a mere .3 miles from the site. The 14th Street bus 
lines are .1 miles from the site. The 16th Street bus lines are .1 miles from the site. Three zip cars are located 
within a five minute walk. We also propose providing parking for four sub-compact cars mentioned above, and 
extensive bicycle storage. 

3. The neighborhood ANC, ANC 1-A, passed a resolution in favor of the parking variance application on 
05/08/13. We have conducted extensive neighborhood outreach, including providing drawings to neighboring 
properties, holding an informal meeting at our office, and being available to answer questions and concerns. 
The owner of 1460 Harvard Street has provided a note of support (attached). 

This project will provide much needed housing units to the area, and, through the careful restoration and 
preservation of the building's existing facade, we hope to provide a really wonderful addition to the 
neighborhood. 

Sincerely, 

Carmel Greer AlA, LEED AP 
District Design 
carmel@districtdesign.com 
202.518.0892 
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• • • BEFORE THE ZONING COMMISSION AND • • • - -- BOARD OF ZON ING ADJUSTMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA -

FORM 129- ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION (ANC} REPORT 

Before completinc this form, please review the Instructions on the reverse side. 

OucrlpUonothownotlcewasalven: Via Mail and E-mail 

The Issues and concerns of the ANC about the appeal, petition, or appllc:atlon as related to the standards of the Zonlna Regulations against 
which the appeal, petition, or application must be judged (a separate sheet of paper may be used); 

Neighbors express concern over "pop-up" buildmgs along the 1400 block of Harvard Street, NW. and the overall changmg 
character of the block. Another concern was the increase 1n high density multi-family residential development and a 
desire to maintain housing for families with children There was some concern with availability of street parking. 

The recommendation, If any, of the ANC as to the disposition of the appeal, petition, or application (o ~porate sheet of paper may be used): 

By majority vote, ANC1A recommends approval of th1s application We understand that the property IS landlocked and 
unable to support any amount of parking without trespassing on private property 



Letter of support addressed to Steve Swank, the ANC member for 
the site's SMD: 

1469 Harvard street NW - parking variance lnbox x 

skim 
to steveswank2012, me y 

Dear Mr. SWank: 

Apr24 

I am the owner of 1460 Harvard Street NW and I support the parking variance for 1469 !Harvard Street NW". The parking 
variance will help transform the current vacant property to a newly renovated building, which in tum will help further 
improve the street and the neighborhood. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Soon Hee Kim 



r------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 

OTE: 
PARKING FOR SUBCOMPACT 
AUTOMOBILES ONLY 
DUE TO WIDTH OF ALLEY 
ACCESS 
SMART CAR SIZE: 60" X 1 00" 
PARKING SPACE: 84" X 140" 

NOTE: 
ACCESS TO PROPERTY FROM PUBLIC ALLEY 
WILL NOT ALLOW FOR PRIVATE PROPERTY 
PARKING. SEEKING VARIANCE FOR (4) 
PARKING SPACES AS REQUIRED BY 
TITLE 11 DCMR ZONING REGULATIONS 
CHAPTER21: 2101.1 
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THE 16TH STREET BUS LINES ARE 
.1 MILES AWAY FROM THE SITE 

:----~ SITE (1469 HARVARD .. ___ _. 
STREETNW) 

- COLUMBIA HEIGHTS 
METRO 

• BUS STOPS 

- MAJOR BUS ROUTES 

• ZIPCARS LOCATED 
WllHIN 5 MINUTE 
WALK 

1•69 HARVARD Sl NW IS LOCATED WITHIN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO VARIOUS fORMS Of PUBliC TRANSPORTAnON AND 
MAJOR AVENUES OF TRAVCL IN WASHINGTON DC. 
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THE COWMBIA HEIGHTS ME fRO 
SlAliON ISA 3MILE WALK ~ROMlHE. 
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THE 14Tf'l STREET BUS liNES ARE 
.1 MILES AWAY ~ROM THE SITE 
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