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Lloyd Jordan, Chairperson W inrn
Board of Zoning Adjustment - 3 rﬁ
441 4" Street, N.W. - NS
Suite 2108 L=
Washington, DC 20001 R

-

Re:  BZA Application No. 18508, Howard Umwversity Interdisciplinary Research
Building at 2201 Georgia Avenue, N W (Square 3065, Lot 833)

Dear Mr. Jordan and Members of the Board:

The Howard University (the “Applicant,” the “University” or “HU”) submits this
supplemental submission in the above-referenced case. The applicant is requesting an additional
special exception to deviate from the penthouse setback requirements pursuant to 11 DCMR
sections 411.11 and 840.3(b) for the subject Interdisciplinary Research Building (“HUIRB”) at
premises address of 2201 Georgia Avenue, NW (Square 3065, Lot 833) (the “Property”). A set
of more detailed architectural plans for the project is submitted herewith.

Regarding the notice requirements, the subject special exception was included in the
posting of the property and the affected ANC and community organizations have also been
notified of this additional special exception request.

Section 840.3(b) requires a setback from the exterior building walls at a distance which is
equivalent to the height of the penthouse.’ The project penthouse is 10 feet high so a 10 foot
setback is required. The project penthouse is located on a narrow (30 foot wide) central building
element which in and of itself is set back from the property lines on the Georgia Avenue and
eastern property frontages. As a result, the requested setback deviation is primarily only an issue
with respect to the north face of the building where both the building wall and the penthouse are
flush with the property line. With respect to the Georgia Avenue and eastern property frontages,

! We note that in addition to the penthouse, a screening wall 1s shown all around the top level of the building.
The height of this screening wall 1s under review with the Zoning Admnistrator
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the penthouse is effectively set back in excess of the requisite amount from the property lines (67
feet and 52 feet, respectively). With respect to the W Street building frontage, the setback is
approximately 9 feet from the property line.

The proposed penthouse setbacks meet the special exception standards. The design of the
project is determined to a large extent by the specialized research use to which the project is
devoted.

Regarding impacts, the penthouse design as proposed will not adversely affect the light or
air of any adjacent properties or views from the adjacent public spaces. As indicated above, the
penthouse is effectively set back the required amount, or very close to that amount, from the
Georgia Avenue, W Street, and western property lines. To the north, the subject property is

abutted by another property owned by the University which is developed with a structure that is
not impacted by the proposed penthouse.

The University looks forward to presenting additional details regarding the penthouse
design and impacts at the upcoming hearing.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.
Sincerely,

Qﬂ%ﬁ« a/.ﬂw&dwﬂo J;’"J

Cynthia A. Giordano

Attachments
CAG/jmd

cc: ANC1B
Maxine Brown-Roberts, Office of Planning
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