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August lS, 2012 

Mr. Ryan Samuel 
36l614UI 81reetNW 
Wubington, DC 20011 

Re: Proposed Addition fJJ 361611/" Smet 

Denr Mr. Samuel, 

1 am writing to Bbm-e my opinion of your proposed addition to the 3616 141h Street building. The 
building is the most architecturally slsnifioant structure in the immediat.e vicinity. Although 
common, it is a nice example of an architacture for a new ·commercial age; specifically in the 
organizldiOll of the facade and~ application of ornament. 

The building has already been ~omewhat compromised over the years (original windows and 
dooiH bav~ been replacedo etc). but the slgnfficant character defining ele.me.nta of the facade 
mmrln. My wncm~lies in the future treatment of the facade. It is important to preserve tbe 
original clarification of this &cade. ill proporti011t in s~lr., in omamr.:rll, in the Ihythm of the ba~ 
and in~ cmpb.am of vcrtkal over the horizontal. 

HowcvOT, 1hia building is certainly capable of being reused and adapting to your requirement fur 
more space. I agree with your proposed solution of addins a floor as long as the original facade 
is lett untouched. Any El'tUlmpt to "move the comice up" or disturb origino.l fabric would 
drastically comproMise the integrity. A modem addition that clearly distinguishes itself :from the 
authentic historic building is the most desirable solution in my opinion. 

Please feel free to contact me to discuss this in greater detail. Best of luok wttb. the project. 

SU!cerely yours, 

~~ 
Lei¥b Seyfert 
Architectural Conservator 
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