
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF %0NlNG ACJO$TIIII£NT 

Appl ica.tion No. 14681 • . ot the .National Pre&byterian Chu:roh, 
pu:re.uent toll Dam 3UU.l, for a special eleception \U\der 
Section 206 to establish a private elementary school with a 
maximum of 260 students and 40 faculty and staff a a an 
addition to an existing school buildinc fn the R-1-a 
District at premises 4101 Nebraska Avenue, N.W.t (Square !f 
r.'12 4 t J.o t 8 0 5 ) • 

HEARING DATE: Soptember SO, 1987 
Dl!!C!SlON bA'l'E: September 30, 1987(Bench Deciaion) 
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FINDINGS OF ,ACT: 
o< :i ..,r"ll 
NG 

~~b • k w 0 1. T e s 1 te. nown as premt ses ·410 1 Nebraska Aveny, 3 
N.W. t comprises 12 acres .and is located at the t;JOUthea.st_, z 
corner of the intersect ion of Nebraska Avenue and v•art N'esa Cl 
Street, N .. W. The site is located t:n an R-1-B D'!l3tr-1cH which 
extends in all directions from the site. 

2. The site oomp~t6es 12 aress owned b~ the National 
Presbyteriap Church. The site is improved with a church, a 
school bui!ding·and administration building. 

a. The school was established at the site In 1969 and 
provides inet1•uct1on for approximately 185 students at 
Jevela ranging from pre-$ohoo1 ~hTough grade six. Thirty 
faculty membe!'s and ataf'f personnel are associ.a1.ed wi tb the 
sch.oo 1 • 

4. The $obool 1 s curriculum has been expanded to 
include Plr-t, IDUJidCt phyeioal education. scienc-e and library 
programs. Because of thje growth and diversification, and 
the unavailability of ~paee in the school building. the 
fourth through sixth grade olas:se·s and one of the pre-school 
sections must meet tn one of the church buildings separate 
from the school and play~ound. 

s. As ~apttoned above, the applicant proposes to 
construct an addition comprising a ?,800 square foot claas­
room building. a 4,'146 squa.rc foot gymnaah~m/mttlti-purpose 
a.uditorium and a 1,650 square foot lobby area. 'The total 
stze of the addition \'lill be approximate·ly 14,196 square 
feet. The proposed addition wi J 1 a.dj oin the schoo 1 bull ding 
and provide a cou:rtyal'd for gl'een.space. The exterior facade 
will harmoni·•e with the e~isting struct11:re in design and 
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color. The addition is intended to integr~te th4:t old and 
the new in a ma:r.ner that wi l 1 have a mtnimn 1 af feet on the 
existing greenspace and open quality of the site. 

6. l'he d.es { gn and 1 o ca U o:n of the proposed adc.H t ion 
will blend harmoneously with the extsthl.g buildings. The 
addition wi 11 be loca.ted on the interior of the site between 
the exiAting admi.nistratton building end school building. 

7. The expansion is intended to acconunodat,e the 
existing programs and to eli.minate crowding. The ma~imu.m 
enrollment in the enlarged building will be 260 ~tudents 
with 40 feculty and :!i:ltaff men~be:rs. The incr·liHtse in eni·oll­
ment wi 11 p.el'lni t a. :ro'l,uuUng o11t of claas sl zes. 

8. 'l'he expanded fo11qil i ties wi 11 allow fo:r ~urr i cul um 
expansjo:n to include more physi.cal educatia·n. theatre and 
othe:r $Ctivities and to allow for a consolidation of the 
entire p:t·ogral.tl ittto a single building. The curroent sepa­
ration of the students ht gl'ades foul', five and six from the 
main school building and playground provents its complet0 
integration of these stud.enta into the school environment. 

9. A school has existed on the site sjnce 1953. The 
school does. not generate a .s.u.bs tant f al amount of t:t:"afti c. 
Many of th~ trips that are generated by the school do not§! 
coincide with tbe morning a:nd evening peak hours. li:Jajor N 

s.chot)l events tond to occur in the mi~dle of the day and '­
evenings and weekends. !! 

I 
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10. Section 2101 of the Zoning Regulations requires 
the provision of two parking spac0s for every three teach!is 
or other employees. With a total staff of 40. this yield~a 
requirement of 28 spaces. .In addi t:lon, the church requirU 
110 spac·es. The total number of spaces rcqu ired for the -a 
eurren t use 1 s th(n•e fore not Jess than lS8. Tb@ · s i! t e 
~ontafns. & total of 409 parking spaces of which 188 are 
i!ttb]ect to daythllte use by e!mployees of NBC. If the 188 
spaces are entirely deleted from the calculation. the 
remaining 221 spaces are well above the statutory require­
ment of 138 spaces. Atter typical business bours. use of 
the 188 spaces are added to this total. The site provides 
more parking than will be :needed by the school including the 
addition. The extensive pa.rking provided on the site 
(Insures that traffic impact related to the use is minimal • 

. 11. Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 3E by 
letter dated M~y 18, 198T, stated that In its meeting on May 
14 t 1987 ~ it voted unanimously to support the app 11 cat 1 on of 
the National Presbyterian School to bufld additional class­
:tooms and an aetivlty center at the school. Tho Board 
concurs with the recommendation of the ANC. 

lt. Several persons attended the hearing to express 
their suppo·rt of the application .. 
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13. There were no parties or persons fn op,posltlon to 
this application. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on the Findings of Fact and thB evidence of 
record, the Board concludes that the applicant is .seekint7: a 
special e·xceptton, the gran.tin['. of which requires substan­
tial evidence that the applicant has eompUed with the 
requirements of Sub-section 3108.1 and Section 206 o:f the 
ZoPing Regulations. The Board concludes that the applicant 
htts met its burden of proof. The location and the progrRm 
are not llkely to become objectionable to adjoi.nlng and 
nearby property because of noise. traffic, number of stu­
dents, or otherwise obJectionable conditions. Ample parking 
!s provh:led at tbe s:ito to accoC~Dod8te students. teachers 
and visitors. 

The Bo8rd f~rther concludes th~t the sp~ci•l ex~eption 
can be g:t'an, ted as be lng in harmony \'fi th the genera 1 purpose 
and 1n tent of the Zoning Regu 1 at tons and Map and it wi 11 not 
affect ad.VG1"sely the use of neighboring pl"op~:rty. 

The Board concludes that it has accorded tho .ANC thE~ 
"great we~ght" to which it Is entitled. Accordingly, it 
ORDERED that the app l i cat ion 1 s GRANTED SUBJECT to tho 
following CONDITIONS~ 

1. Construction shall be in accordance with the pl.ans 
marked aa Exhibit No. 19A of the record. 

VOTE: 

2. Enrollment ahall be Jtmited to ~ total of 280 
atudents with 40 faculty members a:nd. steff. 

(Maybelle T. Bennett. Paula L .. Jewell. 
Charles R. Norris~ .and Carrie L·. Thornhi 1 I to 
grant; Wi 11 iam F. Mcintosh not present, not§!! 
voting). N 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUS'nmNT· 
~ 
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ATTBSTED BY t 

F I NAI:. PATE OF ORDER: 

c 
h . 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. 18426
12



APPLJCATION NO. 14681 
PAGE 4 

UNDER 11 DCMR 3l 0 3 • 1 , 1'1'10 DEC I S JON Olt Olm:BR OF "11m llOARO 
SK.I\J.L T·AJ{:F; EFFBC'l' UNTI :t. TEN llAY.S AFTBJI llAV!NO BECOME FINAL 
PVRSIWJT 1'0 THB SUPPLEMBNTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 
BEFORE Tff£ BOAIU> OP ZON J t~G ADJUS'nGN"l'. " 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOABD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX t.lONTl:IS 
AFTER 'I'fl:& :BFFEOTIVB DATE OF 11US ORDERt llNLESS \'UTIH:N SUCH 
PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING fEBMJT OR CERTIFICATE 
OF OCctJPANCY IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMJm. AND 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS. 
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