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SuWect: faX to dcoz. 

From: JOHN ADAM (adamim20yahoo.com) 

To: jaadamtgmail.oom: johnaubreyadamOyahoo.~om: 

D•te: Saturday. Ootober 20, 2012 3:1 o PM 

CJ ,....; 
TO: Richard Nero, DCOZ, phone: 202-127·6311; fax: 202-127-6072 ;: : 

0 .., 

As per email correspondence, here is that statement faxed with mY signature. Thanks for your continuea:ltten~~ 
and help. ~ rn rr1 

Sin~ _ t::J.SL-­
s;JA"d;;-
15 tslh St SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

UPDATED SUPPLEMJNT (of my prior liliDg for party stat11s in opposition) 

to Sayre tue 18462 oa ltl315'h Street SE 

O<. 
::::» ""Tlrrl 
::\!: NO 

9? ~ 
U1 
0 ;,r.: 

G> 

I've lived and worked for 23 years in the row house adjacent to Ms. Sayre's recently purchased property. An 
accident with my mother in September has called me. out of town for weeks at a time. I'm sending this from her 
home in SC, but will be as cogent as circumstances allow. Please forgive fonnatting issues. Thank you for hearing 
this. 

What follows supplements my party status opposition filing (already time-stamped at DCOZ before the 14-day 
deadline). It's especially relevant to BZA memben meeting on 230CTI012. Among other things, it shows the 
ANC's hurried approval of the Sayre project at #13 was based on poor infonnation. 

You may detennine by this that the #13 project is more complex than many, if not all. of those before you on the 
BZA agenda, Oct 2:Jrd; it's nota detached rear addition, a garage addition, or a rear deck, or trellis. And from the 
beginning, this Sayre proposal has never bad the full support of an adjacent neigllbor who shares a party wall. For 
that reason alone the right to a public hearing should not be waived. (I believe that my neighbor at #17 15tb St SE 
echoed that in an omail to Mr. Richard Nero, DCOZ.) 

1. My August 4th letter, which Ms. Sayre used to get things rolling at DCRA, was conditional, employing 
phrases such as "raises some concerns., and "at this moment.'' It was not an unalloyed letter of support (in 
contrast to other adjacent neighbor in # 11 ). It also made clear that it was written in haste yet with the 
optimism inherent upon fitst meeting a potential new neighbor and wishing to help them. But it became 
misrepresented to the ANC (e.g. see 080CT2012 "BZA Case 18462 Supplement," by Tektonics at the 
ANC). And instead of openly cooperating with me, Ms. Sayre lied to me and deceived others. (My 
evidence is in emails from her and official documents.) There is other less strong evidence to suggest the 
Sayre party did not wish me to hear about ANC meeting. 
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2. I was not informed of the ANC meeting by Ms. Sayre, even though we were C01Te8p011ding by emails and 
it was an important step in a process in which I'd indicated strong interest. 1 found out days after their vote. 
ANC Commissioner Neil OUck told me ofdte surprise of my objection, and that the ANC likely would not 
have approved it had they known an adjacent neighbor had filed in ojlpQsition. 

3. Olick was also puzzled why a projeCt so large had been put on waiver for public review. The architect Will 
'teass eventually told me, if I summarize his emaJI ft'om memory correctly, that it was bec;ause the zoning 
was relatively easy. J find it strange that a project where there was not unconditional letters of suppon from 
both adjacent neighbors was put on this accelerated sehedule. But in retrospect it could be use&l in that it 
forced the issue to its point sooner rather than later. 

This project is also complicated technically, as I've sketched in priot submi~sions to DCOZ. A third/$tory on a 
party wall of questionable stability also raises a host of liabiUt)' issues yet to be addressed by legal documents. 

What follows shows part of my evolution to fully oppose the # 13 Sayre project 

As a next-door neighbor to #13, I gave one of the two letters required to launch the process. But my letter, unlike 
that ofill, did NOT give unconditional support. Knowing it was a quick review at a coffee shop and Ms. Sayre 
anxious to do it fast, J hedged. I was. however, optimistic for the potential of improvement, as I've been with 
other additions in the neighborhood the past 23 yeatS. 

Recently I copied various files on # 13 at the ANC (includJng BZA Supplement of 080Ct). Among the things J 
learned was that the Sayre team, with whom I'd been exchanging emails, was less than forthcoming with me. Her 
omissions continued with the ANC Commissioners at their October meetings on the 2d and tbe 9th. Much of this 
can be docwnented. 

More important, those plans and views l saw from the ANC Office at Hill Center had many views of the proposal 
I'd never seen. They showed me more clearly bow the #13 addition would adversely impact my home and office 
use, and threaten libt'81'Y and research materials, ~any of them rare, unique, or invaluable. 

Here it Is in brief. 

DaUy adverse impact: To do my profession requires much quiet solitude. This #13 addition, expanding a duplex 
to three stories, would ra_ise the noise level in multiple ways: 1. the top unit's new porch-its sole outdoor space­
would be just above my office window; 2. While its current bathroom abtJtts the dogleg, the two b~oms 
proposed both would be raised high against the party wall of roy office, with the gurgle of two toilets, water pipes, 
tuJJ bath. and deluxe shower; 3. Adding anotbei large bedroom would raise the comfortable occupancy oftbe 
upper unit to four people; 4. Adding an additional floor of walking U.ffic. near my head at my attic level, raises 
the specter of something perhaps not dissimilar to an echo chamber. 

Vis1Jally, it would reduce my privacy, allowing occupants in #13 to peer over my shutters intQ the toilet 
and shower of my master bathroom. It would likely block the skyview ftom that window too. I cantt tell how it'll 
effect my office window view. My back rooms would be effected too, but those north blinds are usually drawn. 

Mid and Long-tenn risk: My party wall shared with #13 already indicates minor snss. unllke my other party waU 
shared with #17, which has been stable except for the earthquake. Now and then certain human activities in # 13 
will make wall hangings iiJ my bookcase vibrate for as long as those human activities continue. What happens 
when you add two full ba_throoms, a full tub of water, much ofthe load of a new floor, a roof, etc. directly above 
this? (Open stairways ofboth #13 and #15 houses are on the opposite side, on the longer party wall.) 

What happens when there is a p~. or an open house, for 10, 20, 30, 40 fifty people, walking upon the 
added third floor? -
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That this house eould not be built under today•s code (without steel reinforced concrete footings for one 
thing) is still of co~ an· acceptable risk. But add the poor corJditfon of the mortar evident on the exterior 
extension of this wall. Add the existenGe of vibrations of the interior party wail. Add my side of the load to the 
equation: office equipment, a fun wood file cabinets, a fUll steel file cabinet, too many books and bookcases, great 
stacks of dense paper, two desks •.. with the aforementioned. 

And please consider what might be lost: 

Out of my little office, in the coUQe of reporting that has won the highest award in the magazine industry, rve 
amassed a treasure of material. It includes the founding of the Internet, notably Vint Cerfand Robert E. Kahn, and 
their families and peers, exceeding 100 hours with the principals. (After u~ in a book of mine, this material will 
probably be donated to the Library of Congress, along with interViews with the top Air Force generals of the first 
Gulf War- LTG Chuck Homer and BG Buster Glosson) who gave me the first details ofthe stealthy surprise 
attack. Many other Amerjcans of the same calib~ in tedtnology are in my private files as well. 

My first book is nearing completion after more than ten years of labor. It will tell the story of America through 
Benjamin franklin in a vivid nonfiction narnmve, utilizing new digital powers and the best scbolarsbjp. It makes 
my magazine work seem like kid's play. Much of this Franklin material is bani won from visits to archNes in the 
U.S. and in Europe since 1998. l-ikewise, the many notes I've made on printed material are priceless to me right 
now. It's not just a matter of backing up computer fUes of chapters, since there is much tact~hecking and 
rewriting let to do. 

If you believe that the US founding is one of hittory's greatest events, if Franklin is one of its most 
fascinating figures, it is hard to imagine why there is as' yet really no epic founding story. Much ofiny effort goes 
into striving for that. to make a list of someone's 100 top books, which a Franklin biography bas never done. 
(Origina_Uy J set out to do a book spanning ftom Franklin to the Internet, but then began to tum up so many 
significant new things on Franklin 1 never would have bel.ieved possible.) 

TilE ANC VOTB 

How do l view the ANC6B Commissioner•s October 9lh vote, as sent to the attention of Clifford Moy at BZA on 
?ct It? Because I djdn't know it was on the qenda (or even knew ANC did non-commercial residential matters), 
It passed unanimously partly on the strength of a google earth image that showed the two neighbors houses 
"1etters of appro!al." N?' onr was that a simp listie summmy of my Aug. 3 letter, but they failed to let the- ANC 
know that I was tnteractmg With them and had unresolved objections. The Commission was shocked to hear that a 
next-door neighbor tiled as an opposed party. I was out of town due to my elderly mother•s fall in South Carolina 
so I missed the notices in newspaper. 

. ~fterward, in. an email~ !It' ~N_C aar:ed it ~uld be good policy in the future to notify n~toodool' 
neaghbors directly. s~ an em~smg a,-~c~d!nt like tlns as not repe~d. · 

Commts~~aner Br1an Pate unwattingly voiced one concern I had expressed to the DCRA in my filing of 
09oc:r.zo ~ 2. He obJected to the boxy look from 1he street with an awning ovemang and got them to sacrifice 
:,m.~~nor space~~ slope it i~ a semi- mansard style. (The frontage now looks better. I'd probably vote for it 

t was a Commqsroner and It wasn't next door to directly impact me.) 

THEBZA 

On August 20, 2012, Ms. Sayre's architect wm Te~ wrote a memo to the ANC, in part: 

::e h~ve received notice that our BZA Hearing date is TuesdayJ 2.3 October. As we are seeking a special 
ception, and we have the support of both adjacent neighbors, we have requested an expedited bearing date." 

~=~asis added.) This is a reftain ~at was used repeatedly that 1 would argue misleads one to think it is 

b ~d support, rather than conditional support. And as I became more educated 
8
L-ut th · ct,-
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This house is my home, my office, my livelihood. I bougltt the property in 1989 due to Its location near the 
Library of Congress- not too close, not too ~ knowing I'd wanl to write books. I research there about every 
afternoon. IfJ'd planned to move oqt, as many neighbors do, I might not be as adamant against this proposal. But 
I hope to be able to write here for another _30 years or more. 

I tqe the BZA to vote in a way that will uphold the dignity of their \'ital profession and due process. 

Thanks fot' your attention. 

Sincerely, 

<}1--- C2, CJ£-
JOHNA.ADAM 
OWNER/OCCUPANT 
1 S 151h STREET SB 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003 

Fax to DCOZ: for BZA meeting 430CT2012 
202-727-6072 
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• Comments: 

Georgetown County 
Ubrary 

405 Cteland Street 
Georgetown, SC 29440 

(843) 545-3300 
FAX {843) 54S.3392 

Andrews Branch 
Library 

105 North Mor:gan Avenue 
AJ'Ufrews, sc 29510 

(843) 545-3621 
FAX (843) 545-3822 

Waccamaw Neck Branch 
Ubrary 

24 commerce Drive 
Pawleys Island, SC 29585 

(843) 545--3623 
FAX (843) 545-3624 
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Carver's Bay Branc:h 
Ubral'y 

13048 Choppee Roa~ 
Hemingway, sc 29554 

(843) 545-3515 
(843) 558-8854 

FAX(843)55BHS680 
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