
BZA Case 18398, 2130 Bancroft Place, NW 

Mr. Chairman, members of the board and staff, 

My name is Marie Drissel. I was an ANC Commissioner in 1976 in Dupont Circle and first 
appeared before BZA and the Zoning Commission in 1977 to use zoning to protect the properties 
on N Street and Jefferson Place, NW. I was Chairman of the Sheridan-Kalorama ANC often 
appearing before the FMBZA. 

I cannot imagine why the Marks' bought this property and before they ever lived in it considered 
these substantial changes. There were many alternative properties available to them in this 
neighborhood in the same price range. I happened to be out front the evening Mr. Marks settled 
on 2130 Bancroft Place. I introduced myself. After we exchanged pleasantries he said 
immediately to me that he had changes he was going to make including adding a new floor. This 
house is a jewel. All 3 prior owners were friends of ours and 2 of them made substantial 
improvements with one owner spending hundreds of thousands in fully permitted renovations. It 
meets the highest standards of modern living. For purposes of living it is one of the best homes 
in Sheridan-Kalorama. Here are some slides from the last time the house was on the real estate 
market to demonstrate that the house is fully functional and the interior is the best. · I have 
attached a copy of its amenities including heated hardwood flooring in the kitchen/bathrooms, 
marble, onyx, alabaster, baccarat fixtures and highest quality equipment/appliances throughout. 

My husband and I over the· span of 33 years have developed life long friendships with many 
residents. We led the movement to place almost all of the properties into easement trusts to 
protect this block signing the first easement on September 9, 1999. We meet'with.rriariy 
neighbors to· disc~ss our desire to protect Bancroft Place putting even strong'er prote9tions in 
place then provided by. the historic neighborhood designation. Bancroft Place

1

nowhas 20 of the 
25 eligible properties-with 'very restrictive deed easements based on appraisals made by highly 
reputable companies. The value of the restrictions on this property is significant and it includes 
all sides of the prope.rtY back and front, open garden and roof. We are currentlyresearching the 
other deeds and so far have fotind no easements which are only fa9ade restrictions:, Its relevance 
to BZA is that in thy ·first application presented by the attorney, Mrs. ~rince, stated'iri'essence 
that the special exception hreezey,ray plan was not an acceptable ~lternative' to the' glass 
conservatory .zoni'ni vari~~ce· request bedu.ise it WOUld face easement restrictions cll1d li!XCeed 
70% lot occupanc)r.' :_A,ll of that language has disappeared from this new applJc'ation\vitli no 
explanation how thisb~eezeway will no longer.be a problem before the L'Enfant Trust. 

' • ~ • I • ' ' \ ' 

1 t makes n'o sense t~ :me 'that we are here at BZA especially since the first application qiscussed 
in detail the issues with the L' Enfant Trust. and a breezeway construction. L 'Enfant Tru5t is the 
entity which holds the .restrictive deed ease~ent, not the DC Governm.ent. I believe this·· is·a bad 
use of limited DC Government resources. ··r believe this case should be ·tabled l.mtil the 'issues of 
the deed restrictions are handled. 

On a final note we have witnessed four very se.rious fires on Bancroft Place. This design poses 
practical problems that our' Fire/EMS teams will face when trying to get someone out of the back 
master bedroom. This will be considered a one-entry home for purposes of fire and ~II)ergency 
services. It is the only one on Bancroft Place. 
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